U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

September 20, 2016 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1356983-000 
Subject: RORTY, JAMES HANCOCK 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 149 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.reaulations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 






You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis(5)nara.qov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions(S>ic.fbi.qov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 




EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement putposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and. in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safe ty of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1356983-0 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 2 
Page 54 ~ Duplicate; 

Page 163 ~ Referral/Direct; 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1344066-0 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 2 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 


ka-tmDHl - ^ 


# t 

Wetted fiafea SBeparf metti of Kub*. ce 




literal iBttreatt nf Inuesitsaitntt 
JHasfymstott 25,£L <£. 


P,U? 

copf 


Date: ncns^ia X?50 AIE MAIL ' SPECIAL DELIVEEI 

To: SAC, NK . &itK 

From: J. Edgar Hoover, Director 


Subject: iMOCtCK hCRTX, Aw, 

JAHJKS flOPW, jrAlfiJC. H. UDItTX 

cplcial muncac - state DtPARmsx 

PUBLIC LA i ii02, I0TH CONGRESS 

voice of miack 


You are requested to conduct an investigation of the above named 
individual. The instructions contained in Section 103, Volume 3 of the Manual 
of Instructions and Chapter 7-8, Part 3 of the FBI Handbook should be observed 
in connection with this investigation. This case is to be assigned immediately 
and reports of the complete investigation must-be submitted Air Mail, Special 
Delivery, where proper, by £rC3TSFT; 


Address: yiatbrookville, 
lierf Jersey 

Birth date: v a rdh 30, 1890 

Birthplace: Fiddloicwn, K. X* 

I^?cT'1‘o~Lob Angles letter to Bureau dated captioned "Ceinoic, asternal 

Escortt?-?, » copy of which ire deflated for your office. 

»Lfor c*f the jroiy*r*t of S-'< Frank L» Price d?.ted 2-H-)|2 at tor k in 

C'fr* John T^ver, office of PTr-aucti^n F9nager.ent> internal t,«cur.Lvj-, 

Hatch Act«- T-nur file 101-100. 
riCO— "3 2 522—12 } 

iv~ October* 19)18 issue of "Plain Talk" starting on page 1# carries sn article 
entitled, «?peratim pcnald Buck"- and "her to Beat It", by James Forty, Iv-view 
this article for p^tinont information* 

Pefer to Xork letter to the Bureau of 3~l6-1# captioned, n Jahairi», your file 
6S-W20 ivlilch sets forth infomhtSrn conceraind Strnn Fcrty obtained fpo» 

\Mttaker Gtambsrc* / > 

(71*1332-2716) j „ // f 

0;-■©) ST. iomcVrsctf 

ESH.CE0C (vp&) (a: c •) 


*, iiU 


Ms:/) . , v x 

w /; -' 


LSEjEAM 


1 


• V-<) 


v vV r ilfV 


/ <v 

V-'- -4 . 









K*f<sr to page a sr the report of BA Qwnj* J. Starr dated 10-86-3? at He* Xiafe 
la eaae eattUod, »vtsmmm& (A rublitmfclon#) pacifist y*&2Maile«a t yw 
61-585. 

(61-7608-5) 

BafiBT to PCS© S nf th» report of SA Ketmm c. Sly dated >13-44 at Sow Me 
to ease entitled Rwti% ms, totsraal Sscmrity -c« # ymur fils 1Q0~<3&577« 

S^S’^K^rVork letter to tits Bureau fl&tad &-I5-3& captioned *Bs* Subversive 
ootivltles-0enar*i1. 0 # year fils 61-507# Sfcla lotter traJusBittad a cepgr of a 
ctocSUr letter cn ulsich spears the nsne dunec ftaty* 

fLffldr '«W letter to tfea Bureau dated 8-15-3® csptloaed oRa» Sidrvamtfe 
Aetivitdee-Genaral 9 iddoh ir&aaatltted a wpy of circular latter date 6-1*38 
soliciting financial support toaslstog a ftasd of $200 for the repatriation of 
Russian stosieraai. Tfcs mass tRtocs Itorty always m a aigner of this latter* 
foa are adviaad that the n«©* Jimn is eip®d «a treasure? on a latter 

heeded "PmrUim Labor AM# is 1?A6» 

A mr«# its® appeartog in ttis Kew Mi mates of F&braary ZX $ 1930 reflectsd that 
©no hundred preaftocn* oitiwsa® had Joined the tfoa-Fartie&i cssadttee for the 
Defuse# of 7 *ed £» seal «S*» ms serving a 1? to 89 years sentence on a tsardsr 
chergfl graving out of the fMsteato textUs'worKere fttsdk* in 1929* 

(61-7559-239x2) 

Safer to page# 3a6 of Kew fork letter to the &sn><m deled >17-18 captioned 
«Coaplo, Internal Security -c# f your file 100-30870 o 

(100-138754-414) 

Refer to page lx of the report of g& Stanly J. Orehcwskl dated 9-9-43 ftt Saw 
t^rSc in ease entitled, "Civil Rights fSofanso OBsmittee", ycur file 100-l^Uo 

Refer to page 11 of the vepert of SA F* H. Sofeddt dated 1-89*41 at Chicago 
in oa a entitled, "Satie#*! Osmittes for Defense of S^lititwdL Sri**?!*?©, ates, 
K&t&ual Cs&aittm for People nights#, e oopjr of cfcieh sib designated for 
your of&oe* 

(100-7685-18) 

Safe? to page 4 of the report of $A 1*0* fiealay dated 7-2-41 at Boston in 
ease entitled, sMeors Defense ta*sw 9 &toraal Seosrity#, a copy of which ms 
daalt^ated fa? yeur offtoa* 

(100-5557-81) 

Hefar to page 37 of the report of m ittohard K* Frank* dated 11-5*42 at H«*r 
fork in case a&Utied, Xmiing CrrporatMa, Espionage €R)”* ? our fUe 

65-7471. 

( 61 - 5381 - 1682 ) 

Refer to page 3 of tfea repftSrt of SA fU Paul Bo Wh&rtw dated I&-1L-44 at fl«sr 
jto*fe in oss* <wvtAtla*i, «JWt Ear 'ftorld cosnfliA, Internal Security -X", yww 
t fcla W-27277. 

(100-273014-8) . . „ . , . 

Refor to page 7 of tla» rsprvt of Sf\ ftevaae Breitt ^r# dated l*£-45 «t 

Motf terk in case entitlad, ejteReph frenstn Hiae, internal 6e<n3a?it5? ,,,, ^ l, a your file 
100-58657. 


(100-287275-H) 
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Jnate Rorty is reported by a Confidential toformant to be tho author of the 
folioring articles, "Where Ufa la Setter", "American medicine jftbiliaeo"} and 
other** publications not know* 

in 1936 the naao James Rorty appeared as ona of smry writers for the "Keep 
America out of war Cossalttes". 

to 19Uli James Rorty was reported as author of an article entitled, "Brother Jim 
published by the “Poet War World Council”. 

A copy of a solicitation latter dated 11-8-37 reflects that James Rorty along 
with ibuc Kastman, Louie M. Eoohor, Sidney J&ok, Meyer Schapiro and James T. 
Parrel was affiliated With Pioneer Publishers. Checks your indices regarding 
this reported ncn-coKmeroial publisher. 

A ■ handbill- In possession of the Bureau re fleets that on March 18, 193 d there 
was to be a "Maas Hally against the coming War” at Manhattan pla^a, 66 2 , !*th 
St. Hew York. The speakers were set forth as, "Maurice Spec tor, co-editor 
Hew toternattonaX"} Janas Burnham prof, of philoeophy-H.I. U„ 3 "James Casey, 
fora or editor of the pally worker"} Janes Rorty, writer", "Nathan Gould, Natl 
Crganleer, Y.P.3.L*" The Handbill stated that the rally was under the auspices 
o^^^"Sgcrilaliat Workers Party", 116 diversity Place, H.T.C. 

Refer to Hear York letter to the Bureau date h-17-26 captioned, "Re* Conmuniat 
Activities, New York file #61-3 y « 

(6X-M78-77) 

A Circular letter dated 9-25-hO carrying the letter head "Hew York Cosmittae, 
Keep America Cut cf war Congress", 22 Bast 17th Street, Hew York City, lists 
among others a Janes Rorty as a masher of the Hew York Council. 

(6i-10123-10) 

The Bureau* s flies reflect that an application for original entry under the 
title "Hew Hasses" was made on April 6 , 1926 with tie post office Dept, by 
Ruth strut* Business Manager, Hew Masses, toe. the following individuals 
wars listed as owners or holders of ljf or t&orc of the stocks Ruth stout, 

Maurice Becker, John Bos Passes, Joseph freeman, Michael Gold, Paxton Fibben, 
firsda Kirchwsy, Janes Rorty, Rex Stout, Ednoat Arens, Hsian Slack, Robert Dunn. 
(100-355177) 

The Bureaus files reflect that in 1932 Janes Rorty was listed among others as a 
contributing editor to tho "Student Review", a publication of the "National 
Student league", 13 West 17th Street, Hew York City* 

(61-71497-365) 

The Bureau* 0 files contain a phot static copy of a circular lotto 1 dated 7-7*36 

ffielal Campaign Weekly. Janes 
to this publication. 

• verify applicant* s eaplxynest 
with these publications from other sources. Do not contact William Sloans 
Associates. 


carrying the letterhead "The Socialist Call", o 
others Is listed os a contributor 

Ik> not Contact "The Ration" or the «K«w Masses" 


Rorty, among 

(61^626-2214) 



,'FORM DS-66J DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

6 " 5 - 50 WpuEST FOR INVESTIGATION Wa u , , r " - rr lC'. 

TblS FORM TO BE USED FOR INLvMBENT EMPLOYEES fND APPLICANTS FOR EMPLOYMENT WHERE iPyESTlIGATION IS' TO BE 
CONDUCTED BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AS REQUIRED IN SEC. 1001,PUBLIC LAW 402, 80th CONGRESS 


1 . FULL NAME MR (First) j 

(initials and abridge. „ RS ^ # j ame g. ]£ 

ments of full name are MISS (£, 

not acceptable) _ 

2. PLACE OF BIRTH ~ ~ ~ 

IMiddletown, li.jf. 

3. CITIZEN: I IF NATURALIZED: I NUMBER 

|>5 y ES DATE OF NATURALIZATION 

_ □ NO _*___ 

EDUCATION ( Circle highest grade completed): , 

12 3-4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

MARK (x) THE APPROPRIATE BOX TO INDICATE SATISFACTORY 
COMPLETION OF: 

□ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL □ JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
•E3 SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


mrs James- 

MISS 


IF NATURALIZED: 

DATE OF NATURALIZATION 


(Middle) 

JEanc.opk 
(not used) 


(Maiden, if any) 


(Last) 

BORiY 


X DATE OF BIRTH 

Mar oh 30, 1890 _ 

PLACE OF NATURALIZATION 

• /u'l ^ t V, .. 

(A) GIVE NAME AND •'LOCATION OF LAST HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED 

Middletown, L.Y. 

(b) SUBJECTS STUDIED IN HIGH SCHOOL WHICH APPLY TO 
POSITION DESIRED 




DATES ATTENDED 

YEARS COMPLETED 

DEGREES CONFERRED | 

(c) NAME AND LOCATION OF 
^✓CCLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 

AND 

SPECIALTY 

FROlT" 

1 

TO 

DAY 

NIGHT 

TITLE 

DATE 

_Tftft8 College_ 


1909- 

t«t?; 

x_ 


u B „ 

X9Xg- 









r Medford, Mass. 

History 

_^ 

-X* 






'5- COMPLETE EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

^ DATES TITLE OF POSITION" 

Consultant 
esnondent 


Editor 


1924-2 




_ EMPLOYER 

TVA 

N.Y.Post and The Nation 


New Masses 


ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER 


N.Y.C. 




Natl. Org. for Public Health Nursing 
McCann Co. I 


—n . Batten,Barton,Dursti-ne &*Osbom N.Y.C. 

date - self-employed free lance writer - Publishers.:- William Sloane Assoc, 


bhn Day Co., N.W. Norton, Prentice Hall} N.Y.C. 



tnn«raanT3i.i«i.f»Ea» 


s. Fortune MagazineL Victor Lindlahr 
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Your have previously been instructed as to the maimer in which reference 
SOL IEVITAS, Editor of the New Leader, should he interviewed* 13% Levitas 
of course, should he interviewed by a nature, experienced Special Agent, 

You should chock your indicees prior to interview with the following references; 
Robert Karris, Lawyer; Sidney Hook, Professor; and Elliot Cohen, editor of 
“Commentary “. If your fixes contain information which would indicate that in¬ 
terviews with any of these references would oe unwise, of course;, the interview 
should not bo conductad* 

mSIIKaiON FIELD 


There are transmitted herewith photQstatic copies of two reports relating to 
the “Hunger March mcidents« which occurred in Washington, D. C. in 1932, 

One report covers December 3/- of J-932, The other report is dated December 9, 
1932* Pertinent portions of these reports should be incorporated in your current 
report, Tho information should be attributed to a confidential Informant, 
(61-6699-386) (961-6699-380) 

The name James Rorty appears in Dies Committee Report $ 1 , pages 380 , 530, 

SAIT DIEGO 


Applicant lists an arrest for Vagrancy at El Centro, California, in March of 
19li3o He states he was released the morning following the arrest and that 
that arrest was maae during depression strikes in the Imperial Valley. It 
appears that the year I9b3 is a typographical error and that the year of arrest 
was more likely I93h« Secure the details concerning this arrest, 

BOSTON 

Applicant claims that in May of 1927 he was arrested in Boston, Massachusetts 
for disorderly conduct; disposition, released* Secure the details of this 
arrest© 

NET HAVES! 


Isaac Don Levine should be interviewed by a mature, experienced Special Agent 
providing your files contain no information which would indicate such an 
interview to be unwise* 

ALL OFFICES 

This case is to be assigned only to mature, experienced Special Agents who 
should be circumspect in conducting their interviews• Persons interviewed 
should be informed that applicant is being investigated by this Bureau inasmuch 
as lie has applied for* a position with the Voice of America Section of the 
State Dept, 


3C 















b6 

b7C 





STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


( 


Office Memorandum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM :l i DireCt ° r * ml 
ffHxSkG, lew Yprk 


DATE: 


SUBJECT: 


Z" / 


J 


9rk (fi ^ 

ricry'r^y^ A K /\ 



CHARACTER. OF- CASE 'M 


DEADLINE DATE; >1- /f\ 



This case will he delinouent because a x 


Heport will reach the Bureau by the following date,? X foi>j\ 


BUB.. FILE' # J> 

1T - Y - nLB */>,>•#// 

/7 2 4/- 




0 


'V. » 


V- S Uu»* 
fH 3 


$ r 


NOT fsE^GftDED 

13/ MAh v* ■’. bl 




ON® 


t®' 





SERIALS 

NOVT9T550 




















SERIAL 













Arrast .ocord, _, 

' ’ 8987 

James 'H. Rorty \ o 3 A' 
o rV-*' v ' \ 

March. 1943 N vagrancy El Centro, Calif* Released next 

morni ng 

(Arrest made - during depression strikes in Imperil! 


May, 1927 disorderly conduct Boston, Mass. Released 







TO LOS A ISSUES 6:12 j>» 

SAG* SAH7RAHOIS0O DEFERRED 2/27/51 

JAKES RAICXXaPlOSJPT, AKA VGA. 

RXBUriLS ONE 7*0 THREE F ASH 31?** 1*0 fOO R EIGHT* TOUR LET 7*0 
TVWTTTHREE LAST. RC0KA* KZEZ KAY B* OORtAGTED AT T¥0 TWO ONE 
EIGHT D RAKSKMPf .HIT, BERKEUBT UNTli THREE THREE NEXT. HUG LA. 


REl JLB 

12 > 


•mjd/- 

c*/' AMSD ) 



HOOD 



V_ /Z3~'/S> 

*, r:: i, • 





• • 

NET YORK, NEW YORK 
January 8, 1951 



JAMES HANCOCK FORTY, 


r, j/ 

AKA JAMES FORTY, JAMES H. BORTY DASH VGA. BUFTLE ONE 


MIA’S, URGES? 
‘4 


TWENTY THREE DASH SFVEN TWO FOUR EIGHT, BULET TO NY, DECSJBER TW’LVE LAST. 
ERIC HCPOEJS, FOR WHOM APPLICANT DID FREE LANCE WORK If! RECINT YEAFS, CN 
LEAVE FROM FORTUNE MAGAZINE, NYC, AND IS RESIDING THREE THREE FOUR ILLEHAW 
DRIVE, SARASOTA, FLORIDA. VICTOR LINDLAHR, FOR WHOM APPLICANT ALSO DID 
FREE LANCE WORK, NOW LOCATED WO CNE CHE NORTH COCCRUT LANE, PALM ISLAND, 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA. FOR INFO, APPLICANT IN THIRTIES, WAS NCN-CCNFOEJIST 
AND RADICAL AFFILIATED WITH NUMEROUS LEFT WING ORGANIZATIONS. HANDLE. 


BUD ID DECEMBER TWENTY SIXTH LAST. 


SCHEIDT 


ccs Bureau 


BBJjGTL 

123-4919 (Sect. #11) 
















New York, NY 
January 5, 19£L 


ICS HAVEN.......DEFERRED 

JAMES 'HANCOCK RORTT, AKA; VOA.REBTTFXLE ONE TWENTY THREE DASH SEVEN TWO FOUR 
EIGHT AND NEW HAVEN TEL TO NY DECEMBER TWENTY NINE. APPLICANT RESIDED DURING 
SUMMERS OF NINETEEN TWENTIES AND THIRTIES, SPECIFIC TIME NOT KNOWN, AT "ESTPORT, 
CONN. RD ONE; PHONE TRUMBALL TWO EIGH' 7 ' FOUR. RING THIRTEEN. FOR INFO, 
APPLICANT BORN MARCH THIRTY, EIGHTEEN NINETY. 7IFE*S NAME WINIFRED,. APPLICANT 
WAS EDITOR QUOTE NEW MASSES UNQUOTE, TWENTY FOUR DASH TWENTY SIX; COPYRIGHTER ' 
FOR ADVERTISING AGENCY, NINETEEN TWENTY SIX TO THIRTY; HAS BEEN FREE LANCE 
WRITER SINCE NINETEEN THIRTY, IN NINETEEN TWENTIES AND. THIRTIES WAS NON 
CONFORMIST AND RADICAL, AFFILIATED WITH NUMEROUS LEFTWING ORGANIZATIONS. NO 
INFO RE OPERATIONS IN CONNEC1ICUT. 


- . SCHEIDT 


i *> 2 , 





cc t Bureau 



JBBinHan (#11) 
123-U919 


- V 













IJL" Y«"IK 




> 


SAC, SAN DIEGO 

JAI NS NArCXi: i.'OT, aka 
SPECIAL INy’IHY-STAYE TEPAATNENT 
PJiJjlC LAN 402 , rot h Congress 
VOICE ON ARNICA 


/ 



Dccenber 26, 1950 


(4N5D) 


Kebulct dated Ijoccmucr 12, 1°50» 

There are King transmitted with this letter photostatic 
copies of several letters or documents obtained on February 26-, 1935, 
at -hi Centro, California, at the tiir.e this applicant was arrested and 
held for investigation. 

The New York Office will review its indices and set out any 
data available on the "COIi UIIIST ELA-3US OF A.E-JCA"., COOPERATIVE DISTEI- 
i>UT r_G, and iDII-PAVYISAN LA>3K DEFENSE, If deemed advisable, lew York 
will conduct interviews to determine .the extent and connections of the 
applicant with these various organizations. 

The New Enron Office will conduct such investigation as is 
necessary to place the apolicant in Vestport, Connecticut, in Nay, 1934, 

The San Francisco Office will review its indices concerning 
the !.• »->-?A|-TISA».' LA^OR DEFENSE, Room 429 Fills building, San Francisco, 
and JAiT^l nr.OnTY, 1200 Washington Street, Gan Pfanciseo, California, and 
conduct such interviews and investigation as is deemed advisable in in¬ 
stant ratter 


KJD:LH 

123-297 

CCs bureau (123-7248)(AI3D) 
New Haven (AFSD) end. 

San Francisco (AFSD) oncl, 

9 1- < ■' « ! ■ f 


r* 3 Sb 


/Or. - 

o 


/ r> *■. 

/1? ~ 



:CC!AED t 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UJffTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE* 

V V-^ \j 


0-9a q/ 

Jh- 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
Transmit the following message to: 


. 0 . 


12-10-60 

SAC SAN DISCO DEFERRED 

JAMBS HANCOCK'RORTY, VOA. REBULET DECEMBER TWELVE LAST. APPLICANT 
ARRESTED AS JAMES RORTI ON CHARQS INVESTIGATION AM FEBRUARY TWENTY SIX 
NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE BY SHERRIE'S OFFICE. 

EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA. THEIR ARREST NUMBER TWO NINE TWO MINE ZERO. 
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NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE BY SHERIF-S OFFICE; EL CENTRO; CALIFORNIA. THEIR 
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December 14» 1950 


•*C, ' T * 'HI!!0TC:J FFTD 

IE.; HWEN 
( 

J/IE 'u’.’XOK FORTY, aka 
■l f 2Z r RTY, JA?F5 Ki~T.CRTY 
GPH-31.’/ INQUIRY - '.TATE D2PV0KKH? 
PHOTIC T .V: 402, 60TH 00E5E33 
VOICE OF AMERICA 
(rafile 123-7240) 


/\ 


Pebulet of December 12, 1950, to New York. 

The. specific lead for the lieu Raven Office is that “Isaac Don 
Levine should bo interviewed by a mature, experienced Special 
Agent.” 

It is noted that LEVINS* 3 address is listed as HFD 2, Norwalk, 
Connecticut. Re is shown as a writer and editor, and is a 
reference for the applicant. 

The present address of HAIG DON LEVINE is 3029 Cambridge 
Place, Northwest, ’Washington, P.C, 

Handle. RUG. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case; originated at BUREAU 


123-117: 


REPORT MADE AT 

SAN FRANCISCO 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE 1 


12/19/50 12/15-16/50 I WILLIAM D. WHITNEY-bl 


I < I character OF case SPECIAL INQUIRY 

r HANCOCK RORTY, AKA, JAMES FORTY, JAMES H. j STATE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC LAW 

. i™*. -402, SOTH CONGRESS 

._VOICE OF AMERICA 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Sen Francisco City Directory reflects McCann 
Company no longer in business, San Francisco, 
California. Applicant and wife have no credit 
or criminal record San Francisco or Berkeley, 
California. 

- RUC - 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau letter to New York dated 12/12/50 


DETAILS: 




agency 


RE" • T* f* --- - 

BY--— 


AT SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

A check of Polk's Gity Directory for San Francisco, 1924, 
reflects that the applicant was employed by the McCann 
Company at Berkeley, California. The Polk City Directory 
of 1930 fails to reflect any notation of McCann Company- 
being in business either in San Francisco or in Berkeley, 
California. 

A check at the San Frcncicco Chamber of Commerce re¬ 
flected that McCann Company was unknown to them. 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL: 

T he applicant and his wife have no credit record at the 
San Francisco Retailers Credit Association, or the 
Alameda County Retailers Credit Association in Oakland, 



3 Bureau (AMSD) (l?3-7248) 
1' San Francisco 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS C0HF1DEHTHH . REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGEtfCY TO WHICH LOANED. 
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S. F. 123-1173 


The applicant and his wife have no criminal record 
at the San Francisco or Oakland, California Police Departments. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

. DATE: 

Director,, FBI 

(jifipkk. 0, Hew York <5 

/y4/ucoc /<" fto/ery 


TO 

FROM 


/ 


SUBJECT: 


GELi&CHBk 9$ [/A /f 

DEADLINE DATE* / /j~V 

This case v;ill he dplinouent because o $ S c 'y 9 




bA^VCvJj ^ •***- 


u/t'tii — </eycfZib r,r y 


Report will reach the Bureau by the following date ! 'A iff 
BUR. FILE # -y^Y P 







V 


^l 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION , 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


REPORT MADE AT 


Bureau 


FILE NO. 123-2562 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADE 


St. Louis, Missouri 12-22-50 


JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, , , 
aka, James Rorty, James H.'Rorty 


12-20-50 


G. B. NORRIS, SAC 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


BCKjmr 


SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 


synopsis of facts: The records of DPRB, AGO, Department of the Army, St. 

/ Louis, Missouri, indicate JAMES H. RCRTY, ASN 10398, 

■*" .... ■ in U. S. Army 6-9-17 to 6-5-19- Honorably discharged 

as Private by reason of demobilization. No derogatory 
- ' information. Bom 3-30-90 at Middletown, New York. 


References 


/ . A - RUC - 

Bufile 123-7248. 

Bureau letter to New York dated 12-12-50. 


; • , :•:< 


REP'i *'< 




Details: 


AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 


A review of the Army service record on file at World War I 
Unit, Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Adjutant General's Office, Department 
of the Army, for JAMES H. RORTY, ASN 10398, Indicates that he enlisted in the 
U. S. Army on June 9, 1917, at New York City, New York. He was honorably dis¬ 
charged on June 5, 1919, as a Private from the Ambulance Service, Camp Dix, New 
Jersey, by reason of demobilization. His military occupation was listed as 
Driver and civilian occupation as Advertising Copy Writer. He served from 
December 26, 1917, to May 28, 1919, in foreign service in France and participated 
in the battles and campaigns of Toul Sector, Seieheprey, Xivray, St. Mihiel, 
Meuse-Argonne. He was awarded the Arny of Occupation Medal and Distinguished 
Service Cross. 

His character and efficiency ratings ranged from unknown to 
excellent. There is no record of courts-martial, AWOLs, or derogatory informa¬ 
tion. The date and place of birth were shown as March 30, 1890, at Middletown., 
New York. 

, - BEFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

This case originated at 

REPORT MADE AT 


BUREAU 


123-153 


b6 

l b7C 


DATE WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 

12-22-50 

12-18,20,21,22/50 




JAMES EAKCOOE RORTY, JS?*, 
JAMES RORTY. JAI-E3 III- RORTY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SERIAL J lJOlUliv 


. oisjjIO Iv.ii; 402, ' 

... OuWGREGS (VOICE 0- Alii 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


/ r/t ..oj. Employment as Consultant, TVA, 1946-4-8, verified &n& favoraV" 

7 ^/ Eeeidence, Eforris, Tenn., verified and nothing unfavorable \ ^ . 

vL'-O^L developed. Ho credit or criminal record, KnoxvilJ.e^cr Any . 
C Cqunty, Tenn. ll’T*"* n <V 

-.. ^77vr>. . 6 **■ * s • /**'** 

»r 


>*<Ss! C, -— Cqunty, Tenn. 

/ /V? V £ c *''-y 

Yo: • • '. 

EEFEREITC1: Bureau letter 

DETAILS: AT KDT0ZVII1E, 


R U C - 


Bureau letter to Hew York dated December 12, 19® 
AT I®0ZVTLIE, TEM'JESSEE. 


Mr3. EVA THE ROBBIITS, Personnel, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
advised that her records reflect that JAMES HAIJCOCK RORTY was 
engaged as a Consultant for a period of one year, Beginning April 1,1946. His 
services were utilized in connection with the preparation of educational material 
concerning the Tennessee Valley Authority program of Agricultural Development and 
Watershed Protection. On January 1, 1947, a supplemental contract was entered into 
for a period of one year, at which time RORTY 1 s residence was officially changed 
to Knoxville. On December 31, 1947, his contract was extended for one calendar 
year and was not renewed upon expiration of his contract. According to his employ¬ 
ment record, he was entirely satisfactory and there was nothing unfavorable therein. 
His Birth data was verified from TVA records. 


E. A. IAMKES, Assistant to tho Chief Conservation Engineer, 
Tennessee Valley Authority, advised that tho work of RiRTY. was performed under 
the supervision of this office, and that he had worked directly with RORTY in 
the preparation of publications concerning the TVA program of Agricultural Develop¬ 
ment and Watershed Protection. DAMPED added that in this connection, RORTY pre¬ 
pared publications entitled "Pood at the Grass Roots" and "Soil. . . People, and 
Fertilizer Technology." LAMPKE stated that these publications were particularly 
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KX 123-158 


comprehensive and difficult assignments and that RQRTY was particularly 
adept at gathering material and working it into publishable form. He 
stated that the majority of his employment period was spent in an 
office adjacent to his, except for brief trips to Wilson Dam, Alabama, 
for the collection of material for the latter publication. LAMFKE 
stated that he also had occasional social contact with RQRTY, who 
resided at Norris, Tennessee. He added, however, that RORTY was not 
particularly socially inclined, associated almost entirely with TVA 
personnel, and spent most of his time at work or in pursuing hobbies. 

He stated he was a very serious-minded individual of the greatest 
integrity of character. He considered him to be very straightforward, 
conscientious, strongly anti-Communist, with an above average interest 
in political affairs. LAMPKE also stated that he had gathered that 
in RQRTY's line of work, he had had frequent contact with people who 
were pro-Communist, and that he was affected negatively in these con¬ 
tacts . He knew of no organizations to which RQRTY would belong, stat¬ 
ing that he was very careful concerning which organizations he would 
hold membership in, this, according to LAMPKE, being because of the 
fact that RQRTY foresaw the technique of infiltration of various or¬ 
ganizations by people who were sympathetic toward Communism. LAMPKE 
concluded,that he would have no hesitancy to recommend RQRTY for access 
to information affecting the security of this country, having drawn 
this conclusion from the fact that when employed by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, RQRTY was very careful to clear with the TVA before 
using for his purposes any information relevant to the Tennessee Valley 
Authority which he may have learned incidental to his work there. 

Mr. and Mrs. MAX ZUBER, Emory Road, advised that they are 
respectively manager of Norris Park and Hostess at Norris Tea Room, 
and, as such, knew of the JAMES RORTYS while they resided at Norris. 

They stated, however, that they had no business contacts with them, 
knowing them only by reputation. They stated that they knew of nothing 
which would re'flect unfavorably concerning either Mr. or-Mrs. RQRTY. 

A. C. BIDDLE, Secretary, Knoxville Retail Credit Association, 
advised he had no credit record for JAMES HANCOCK RQRTY. 

Mrs. ESTELLE LLOYD, Clerk, Knoxville Police Department, advised 
she could locate no record for JAMES HANCOCK RQRTY. 
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AT NORRIS, TENNESSEE . 

investigation was conducted by Special Agent 


Mr. JOE DeMARCUS, Office Manager, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Reservoir Properties, advised his records reflect RORTY resided in 
Norris, as follows: Norris Park: May 1 6 , 1946 - September $0, 19^6, 
March 13, 1947 - September 1 6 , 1947; also, 181 Oak Road, May 6 , 1948 - 
August 31, 1948. DeMARCUS stated that Norris Park, a small cabin area, 
is now closed. He also advised that on August 31 , 1948, the Town of 
Norris was sold and that all properties were taken over by the Norris 
Land Company. 

DeMARCUS further advised that although he never met RORTY or 
any of his family, he knew of RORTY and his family when they resided 
in Norris. DeMARCUS stated he recalled nothing ever coming to his 
attention that would reflect unfavorably on the character, reputation, 
associates or loyalty of RORTY or his family. 

Miss FRANCES SIMPSON, Secretary, Norris Land Company, advised 
her records reflect RORTI resided at l 8 l Oak Road from August 31 , 1948, 
to June 15 , 1949 . SIMPSON stated she was not acquainted with RORTY. 

Mrs. PERRY' COTTER, housewife, 24 East Circle, advised that 
she sublet her home at that address to RORTY during the approximate 
period September 1946 to March 1947. COTTER said that she was well 
acquainted with RORTY during the above period and she found RORTY 
and his family to be people whose character', reputation and associates 
were good. COTTER also stated that RORTY and his wife were writers 
and very intelligent people, and although she never engaged in 
political discussions with them, she considered RORTY and his family 
to be loyal Americans. 

Mrs. L. A. BOLLING, housewife, Box 456 , advised that she 
rented a small farmhouse to RORTY during the approximate period June 
1947 to June 1948, and that she was well acquainted with RORTY and 
Ms family during that period. BOLLING stated that RORTY and his 
family were brilliant individuals and that he and his wife were writers, 
but that they associated with very few people. BOLLING said that on 
the occasion of several visits to RORTY's home during the above period, 
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she engaged in several political discussions with RQRTY and his wife 
and from these discussions, she arrived at the opinion that if RORTY 
had any political leanings at all, she would classify them as "socialistic." 
BOLLiriG said that the heat definition she could offer for classifying 
RORTY as socialistic was that he appeared to favor social equality for 
all classes: rich, poor and Negroes, and from other remarks he has made, 
the nature of which she could not recall. BOLLING stated, however, that 
she considered RORTY and his family to he patriotic and loyal Americans. 

Mrs. BESSIE STURDEVANT, housewife, 43 West Circle, advised 
that she was well acquainted with RQRTY and his family during the entire 
period they resided in the vicinity of Norris. STORDEVANT stated that 
RORTY and his wife worked for various publications and that RORTY has 
published several books. STURDEVANT said that she considered RCSRTY and 
his wife to be very intelligent and high-type people. She also stated 
that their associates were of the better type of people inntcwn, and 
that she considered their morals and reputation to be beyond question. 
STURDEVANT added that she considered the loyalty of RQRTY and his family 
to be unimpeachable. STURDEVANT described RQRTY as an individual who 
is a deep thinker and "liberal to the water's edge," and said that he 
was a fighter for what he believed in. STURDEVANT said that she was un¬ 
aware of RORTY's political views, but that she felt that he was definitely 
a liberal-thinking individual. She stated that the best she could de¬ 
fine her classification of RORTY as a liberal was by the following 
illustration: STURDEVANT related that in the recent past, there was 
a local radio preacher named J. HAROLD SMI®, who preached and ranted 
over the radio and influenced illiterate people for SMI®'s personal 
gain; also, that RQRTY diBliked and disapproved of SMZEH's tactics so 
much that RORTY finally published an article in "Harper's Magazine," 
exposing SMI® as a selfish, unethical individual. STURDEVANT also 
stated that she knew that RQRTY hated Communism almost to the point 
of hie having an apoplectic stroke whenever the subject of Communism 
was mentioned. 

The following additional individuals advised that they were 
acquainted with RQRTY and his family during the period they resided 
at Norris. All stated that, to the best of their knowledge, RQRTY 
and his family were loyal Americans and their character, reputation 
and associates were good: 

Mr. ROGEIR WILLIAMS, Postmaster; 

Mrs.LAWRENCE CARDEN, Postal Clerk; 

Mrs. ROBERT P. MOORE, housewife, 117 Hilltop Lane; 

Lieutenant LYLE HIGDON, TVA Police. 
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All of the individuals interviewed advised that they were 
unaware of the membership of RORTY or his family in any organization 
or society, with the possible exception that they might have belonged 
to local social or civic groups. 

Mr. ROGEIR WILLIAMS, Postmaster, also advised that since the 
Town of Norris was sold in 19^, all of RORTY's former neighbors on 
Oak Road and East Circle have moved from this area. 

Lieutenant LYLE HIGDON, Tennessee Valley Authority Police, 
advised that his files do not contain a criminal record for RORTY 
or any member of his family. 

AT CLINTON. TENNESSEE . 

Mrs. HAZEL BROOKS, Deputy Clerk of the AnderBon County Circuit 
Court, advised that her files do not contain a criminal record for RORTY 
or any member of his family. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO TEE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, AKA JAMES RORTY, JAMES H. RORTY, VOA. BUFILE 
ONE TWO THREE DASH SEVEN TWO FOUR EIGHT. REBULET DECEMBER TWLEVE LAST 
SUBMISSION OF REPORT WILL BE DELAYED UNTIL DECEMBER TWENTYNINE NEXT. 
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READ OF INVES l Ib’ATION 


FEDERi 
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orr^ No. 1 

’HiS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


123-297 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

12-26-50 

12-18,19,20-50 

RICHARD J. DOYLE 

U- 

-* 


JANES HANCOCK RORTY, 

aka James Rorty, James H. Rorty 


CHARACTER OF CASE __ ^ rrr> _, 

SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPAETME1 
Public Law k02, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AIJERICA 


sYNOPsts OF facts: RORTY* s arrest on February 26, 1935, by 

. __ Sheriff*s Office, El Centro, California, 

»*.;•» T/’q and held for investigation. Released on 

1 . i’/y February 27, 1935. Various papers, letters 

- y and documents in possession of RORTY when 
_ j- _ ' arrested set out, AGVUCV-/-^ 

• <>;•' & ’ -RUC- BIT. F- ' :,n ; 

V v ' Bisr'X 


,rtT —C ’ d- 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau letter to New York dated December 12, 1950. 


DETAILS: 


AT EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA: 


The records of the Sheriff's Office for Imperial County, 
reflect the following data: 

On February 26, 1935, under number #29290, there was book¬ 
ed into the County Jail an individual named JANES RORTY. This person gave 
this data, he was hh years of age, born in the United States, had been in the 
County for two days, in the. State of California for two months, was a writer, 
and resided in the State of Connecticut. This person was hold for investiga¬ 
tion and the booking sheet had the notation on the top of the page ?n red ink 
"RED". On February 27, 1935, at ljU5 P.JJ. this person was released. 

Sheriff ROBERT 77. RARE advised that he was the Sheriff 
at the time of RORTY *s arrest. He recalled that there existed a law of the 
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State of California, known as the "CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM STATUTE", and this was 
in effect at the time of RORTY*s arrest. The Sheriff stated that his office 
had received reports that RORTY was a Communist and was commencing to propagandize 
the program of that organization. RORTY and a companion were brought to the 
County Jail and booked while efforts were made to establish the veracity of the 
allegations. When booked, an examination of the papers and effects of RORTY, 
found in his automobile was made. The Sheriff stated that no proof could be ob¬ 
tained, that RORTY had violated the "CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM STATUTE", and he was 
ordered released the following day. RORTY requested protection when released 
and was given such protection to the time he reached the Arizona State line. 
Sheriff WARE advised that the year before Imperial Valley had been the scene 
of an intense struggle between Communist led agricultural workers and the local 
farmers, and that local public feeling was most explosive on the subject of 
Communism, and aryone who was identified with the Communist side. 

There was located in the files of the Sheriff's Office, 
several letters and documents obtained as the result of the afore-mentioned 
search. 

(1) A letter with "Westport, Connectacut" 

R. D. 1 
May 3, 193k 
Addressed to "Dear Palmer" 

A paragraph number #k reads as follows: 

"Without in any way speaking for the A.W.P.— I am a 
member, but not on the Provisional Organizing Committee—I may 
say that my own chief interest in the consumer movement is that 
it provides a basis for propaganda and agitation against the 
capitalist system. I don't think it is possible to organize con¬ 
sumers along class lines,and as a Marxian Revolutionary it is the 
development of the class struggle along Marxian lines that I am 
interested in." 

A photographic copy of this carbon copy letter is being 
transmitted with this report. 

(2) A letter on the letterhead of the "COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA", lkk Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. dated 
September 21, 193k, addressed to JAMES RORTY, West- 
port Connectjout. 
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"Dear Comrade RORTY: 


Enclosed are the contracts of the Communist 
League throughout the / country. I hope you 
■will have the opportunity to get in touch 
with them. 

Fraternally yours, 

aJ^wabeck 

Seoretary" 

The list mentioned in the letter as well as the letter is 
being transmitted in photostatic copies with this report. 


(3) A printed form letter of appeal for funds on the 
letterhead of the^ftfON-PARTISAN LABOR DEFENSE. Room 
11s San^PfgncisCQ f Cat ifornia. 

This letter at the end states that this appeal has been en¬ 
dorsed by several persons and lists JAMES RORTY. A photostatic copy of this 
letter is being transmitted with this report. 

( U ) A set of lecture notes of Communist nature, a report 
of the 13th District of the Communist Party, concern¬ 
ing agricultural strikes and the proceedings held on 
March 17, and 18, year not specified. 


ENCLOSURES: 

( Bureau - A photographic copy of letter addressed 
/ to "Deai^f^liiier" *r- 

( - A photoetajtic copy of letter on letter- 

\ head p^COMMJNlST LEAGUE OF AMERICA" 

V - A phoxostaitic copy of letter on’±<HlUi»—■—_ 

X head of"NON-PARTISAN LABOR DEFENSE." 

REFEREED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 



AI)IAD<IclTRAT TFl PAGL: 


Under booking number -'29239, Inperial^Sheriff* s Office, 
there was booked at the sane time as P.GRT7 one "who on tne 

booking sheet was described as follows: 

35 years of age, born in Poland, in the USA for 22 years, 
resident in Los Angeles, a writer, was 5‘ 11", 180 pounds, hazel eyes, black 
hair, no scars or marks. This person was also booked for investigation and 
his booking sheet also contained the notatiory^RSD". 

Ho additional data could be obtained from the Sheriff, or 
any of his deputies concerning this last named person* 














rar zb wa hon-iabtzban xabob nranir nts organization was 

la Bov York city in Muth, « greap of writers, toachore. la— 

C re and others who haft teen lothl In defense of labor eases and oho 
Herod that a nor ossttizatloti Mhjiet l) the control of no single* 
sect In the labor movement should ha set Wp« Since then the NPLD has 
engaged both in propaganda for the idea or setting up a mass organisat¬ 
ion on militant, glass, ncm-pertlaan 11nee, and In practical defense 
work. It has defended workers in collaboration with tha socialist Party* 
bortairs Party of tha U.S*. XI Martollo Group, l.l.ft., A.7. of L. unions, 
and has won seseral notable riot or lea. Its rarioua campaigns hare been 
endorsed by the aboos Me ntioned organizations, and by tha rewards Ass¬ 
ociation, Voifetaa'e Cl role. Joint Board of tha XLGWU (MIC), Joint Board 
of tho inei seriated Clothing Yorkers (BTC), United Hebrew Trades, Aaex* 
icon Civil Liberties Union, League for Indsatrial uenooraoy; Young 
People'a Socialist League, *)e rtaoue Youth League, etc. etft, 

197 BUI) THB nU COMB TO HCBAtftNTOt The HPLD sees the Sacramento caoe\ 
as one of oetlonsl slgnlfloanee, should tha Communist pa-ty of Gelif- 
•ornia bo outlawed os a result or this case,' it will, in view of the ex¬ 
pressed Intention of the reactionary cash organised by ea. Bandolph • 


and nliitent trade unionists, which may and in tho suppreaaloh or hsa- 
stringing of all working class organ! rations, Yn auoh a orioia, rrery 
organisation hao an obligation to aid the fence. 

The NPLD wae aaknd to help In BOr muter to first by Norman Mini, one 
of the defendants, who wanted us to oupBwvlse his fight and, a fow days 
later, to provide ooanaol competent and willing to «i*gue the case along 
lines essential to nlnl beoauso of hia’poittloal beliefs. The.Bay Aron 
Section of the Workers Forty of the o.S., end its national office sugp- 
octad the request of mini. in addition. Jack Ysrniok who is legally 
represented by IZJ> counsel, after spending six months in jail aeked the 
N1§B to bail hln out. subsequently. Mors Conklin, also being defended 
bjvthe HD entered a slnlltr application. 

VHOli DOBB THE BPLD WANT TO BKFKUDt The aPLD has no desire to bnstoh 
away from the ILD the right to defend any of the prisoners now undeF its 
wing. To defend these prisoners is not a right, but a duty, rren tha 
outaet our conception has boon te old the defense of nil without regard 
to opinlona or affiliations. In aiding individual prisoners, we haws 
triad to cld all. end in elding all wo are sackin'* to defend the int¬ 
erests of the astir# working class and all encode* of reaction. 

WBJNf^D P*ykPT I^^gKT| The tfPLP stands on Its xwoost, ^ 

to 1* It dlsnatched a renrwsantatlva to the ooact to sand information * 
V Mae York offlea and to take full charge of NPLD work on the ooaat. 
ettornev"t*£ taln#<5 • Bd from Chicago Albert ^oldgan, loted labor 

has iti>Lril ne to «lvo his serrloea gratis. nr„ Goldman's talus 
iT.n -.ui »!£ r * c< wlzed by the defendants, by Leo Gallagher of tho 

*» persona connected with liberal orgc'.lzatlons. 

•f t * r reviving hie apnlloatlon for *3800 hair, tBB 
enabling 0Wt .°Y Jail, placing no conditions upoh^hisland 

i“rio"?y?^ wL£*2££,! e i lv * »?.**• flRht. .lthln a Y.iVart- 

h „7??, *?* "?** application, th. ,<P13 ralaoi 12900 tonM 

ti o»lit2^hi e .12?-r o * ,ll ^ ln *“ Saw*’-»■«>. T-tomTi nnil,Nan Tort 
4 M22.*5 B fi n — ll,d •*» to brio, bor «. Z of tho lallT»oli , 

the Saeramento & flirtst* 4 n ESI*? “Wloe, the NPLD ! as bagMviaiEiSPUie rise 
*«• aaoroaento right la ttie labor mov emen t of tlu Atli*nftl«*Mmtooar< , its 

J" fotlanal »-»o at lata 
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sent to tra-e ui.ten* inn cu.#r aaus Oig animations 
at. ap i tal that the; interest themselves active*! 


t The NPU . 
ut the country 

e SacrAmento!fight bj sen,in* o the California authorities 
resolution* of protest agrinst tre present persecution- and for the ref 
peal of■ the criminal syndicalism lav. The*- letters advocate the da* ; 
fense of all the defendants and the rlg.it of the Communist Party legal¬ 
ly jto exist and advocate its a-ctrines. The first results of this ap¬ 
peal have I already begun to come in to our Callfornl« representative. 

■ 6. jAt their request, the NPLP has supplied the prisoners eith 
fluids fir the purchase of fooc -no tob-cco in the county jail, 
i 7. At the request of one prisoner, the KPLD has obtained in Dev 
York at | considerable expense and difficulty, literature needed* for de- 
feri-e purpose*. This! prisoner is 'being defended by th* I if. - * . 

I 8. the NPLI has set on f-ot ai independent investigat‘dn of the 
credibility of one c/s. the st .>ol-plgeons_ in the service of the prosecute 
io ri:, the ' “ 

goo^j of 

e. 


fruits of trills . ve* 
all the oeii'enduhts. 

The NPU? has lnf\ xn.ee toe defendants 
time they have money toward bull anu wish to 
e ^ava-available,! va are •fcl.lae 

out' such defendant as may bf chosen by 
10. TVs NT I.D has useu its irJ -iucnce 

to 


igation, if any, sill be f^r the common 


ana the 

cocolxe 


give space U oewsfui the Sacramento light aim to appeals for aid. 
11. pur' New York office is now , -daring a aase meeting on belialf of 
Sacramento with; speakers fr-m organisation# hitherto inactive in this 


ILD that il at anyi 
it with the funds 
be used go Sail 

the defendants as a whole, 
with liberal editors In the East 


fight, including the 
Ouild of America, II 

WlttT 16 THE ..TTITUDK, 
work of the NPU) has 
other organizations. 
carrJMd on as to benefit 

g erkoh entirely dlsscifla 
ecama active in the Aacr 
the better fro lj thd view* 

-- - - ‘ | b 

the J oultL n ti* t »« 


League for industrial Democracy* 
irtfci.At fc roup, lev York unions. 


ti. * Nesapaper 
etc. 


C» THE. NPU 
been earrleu 
all 


- hi THE "UNITED 2»7< 
^n it.* e^endert ly wr*h. >.■ 
Ana ail the acti\ ;ti«s hsv* be*i. sucx> 
toe er l ire efenae meveaent. More 
ist^d fr s t.« ?;pl has "eclarwd thot 


all 


the 
from, 
and so 
than one 


since ve 

iiiciitw *t|*uc fe }’, tne »*tu-ilwi. has changed for 
ant f * 1 • Li - class ir.t wrests involved. 
Furthermore, evei etr. e oui ei.tr/, ee h»v* publicly and yilvateiy 
taken the J.osltL n |ti Jt we wii • entej *:.j jU-iofi/ .rg.»nlz*t-d -ad * tiv- 


th*- II.i unv 


. oth»r i oi 6 .*x. Lust ioj.a. 
»;e.tec.y. On J-n. 6 ee addressed 
IlsUict Organizer of the r .P. 
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- It 


-to ' '.H6i ts 
ter t c 
letwr 
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ated united fr‘iri'*4itn 
have been oUae t, us rl 
this effect to Sam Darcy, 
has {never been answered. 

When the Northern California Committee of the American Civil libert¬ 
ies Ur ion mated the NWtiDto attend a conference mtth members of the TV, 
the Coumultnli t Part/ >iii the iori.tr. Party, ee Jia at.. A t this * 

Cr. George IF. Hediey of the aCLU proposed an agreement for a ui. 
fron|t in |the courtrbom,. We r.^t au. accepteu this agrt-**rt &j. 

* * ~ - ’ ■— *“* * ^ront to c vex *li *s, • 

suited tv the moba-.^ 
ana pr.gr-salve acvta 
California and elsewhere. The NPL: ha- ai e/s b-an ar still is 


led! 


it oiut, but 1 we , r -po-ed a gener-1 un-tea front 
the fight am to be vrgunixed in a usurer 
the ^ighiUt, potential force- -1 the labor 


and anxious to ps.ticipete act-vely in an x-nest, f igl t -jg aw ted 
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rd 

an 

u r 
ion of 
ts lr. 

’ esdy 
fr nt« 


WHO ABE THE *D16PUI 
orgsA of |tbe C.P., pi 
named parties, for pi 
ing ball funds and ci 
defendants • The I! 
ing • I lxu.su.uch, howi 
made similar ep. rg 


-KD "lUCKiTEElw*? Th* rest^rn form (Jsn.lt), 
il.hes for the IU an It a wl: h els »** that un- 
trposes o i ractreteer ug r 4i»r-. tlv r., are solicit* r 
^ntributl. na an < n k-n*. : -Ida essim- - . represep tir* 
IS not bnbve ed-^ % h tv. u-me the ^«rt.em it is gccua-r 
rer, as certain lil meooers anu CP s/rnfalhisert h^we 
aga.nat |he NfLI by Ham *, ~t\ impression \has 
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f I spread that hto>aVisfca«UteLtel srHf iAr Vej£sa a-AL the tPi^^BOln^n 
I the first tics, lh bscrVSrEwuW WfmKiteje^^, th* ILC mej>tfWNI 
f to anch tactics. Tbs record of t.'*» *FTV, ouVTTneo in this leaflet. 

\ Is beyond impeachment. In slandering us. the ILD sabotages the defen 
/( fight as a whole. The defendants snow this and It U tine the genera 
' \ working class and anti-reactionary public should «nue It. The iPU 
4 \\ points to its practical achievements, to its consistent advocacy of m 

I • neat united front, and askst eho &rc the disrupters and racketeers? 


the 

L the iu Be3»t^Si 
ed In this leaflet. 

D sabotages the defense 
It U tine the general 
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HOV CAW YOU HELP THE DEFENCE FrOHT? The NPLD believes that there are 
two important things to be don*; 1 mu,ed lately. In the first p.ace, at 
least the leading defendants should be bailed out. We have #8500 read/ 
for Nora Conklin or any other defena&nt Indicated by the defendants as 
s whole, as soon as we get #700 sore in cash, we can ball out one wore 
defendant. Help us to raise this money. If you prefer to send your 
bell through the ILD, do so. Instruct the ILD to combine the fund with^ 
our fund. If you can provide nor<. than $700, that will help still acre, 
fiend it In, either to the ILD or to the NPU>. We want the prisoner** Out 

The second thing of importance Is the development of a suss protest 
campaign against the Sacramento persecetlon and the criminal syndlcaJSa 
lam in general. We ere still striving to offset e united front for tV* 
purpose. When it is effected, urge any organisation to which you belong 
to Support it by giving itends, publishing news about the case and the . 
defense fight,, sending ydA »«Urs to pretest mans nestings and demon¬ 
strations, adopting rescluWuns Gf protest for forwarding to the proper 
authorities. 


HOV CAN YQ8 HELP THE WPLD7 lie believe •• are entitled to the help of all 
enemies of Reaction regardless cf their pciit leal views or affiliations. 
You can help us by amulng ua be 11 money, by sending us statements of 
sympathy and support, by giving us your services for various project* wo 
have under way, by owndlng us runoa. fv*ry penny we have thus far raided 
in California and elsewhere has gas directly t ball or to the prisoner*. 
Our Sew York office is Lr. uebt f ? premia* an Jack barnlck’s ball bond 
anA for railroad fare for cur rosy. Ve cannot pay all these es,eases 
the inescapable minimum of overhead to aaop a representative lx the 
field, operate a press ser^ic*, etc. Vs most save help. bent, us % 
contribution* <t r |e < r &;>. i. it will be used only for th* Sacramtnto 
fight end an acecuutLr% ei>, b« eada t all contributors. 


i ALL CCV 

OF TF^SE 


.dhe am) eflmOlTVn V0 EIT&9 
f nECOTXVB BOARDS 


Herbert 
;ic ► l m mum 

wmcramer.? c. 


Jane# Rorty 
1200 Washington fit, 
San Francisco 


F ;h A ’VTF1 . . UGOLi: AGAINST RLACTI^Nl 
PCR TH: HG.T.» uF WORKER® TO ORGANIZE l 
FCH T> • FRLi: M OF Tht fi4CRAWWT0 PRISOWKGI 
FOR n FF rr VL OF TBl C.S. IaW| 


■OW-PAiflISAN L BOR 1 
Herbert fiol^aXalK?^ 
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NtN-I ACTIV4N UCOC DEFENSE 

BOOM 439, MILL8 BUILDING 
! SAH fRANCIBOO. CALIFORNIA 


>4r fr 


February 1. 1935 


iend!; 


This letter la aentj to acquaint you witn a new situation which r.ae arisen in 
relation to ; the "acraownto criminal eyndicaliew defense May we ask that you 
give it careful consideration. 

ill 

The Non-Partisan Labor Defense, hitherto active in the New York labor movement, 
was called into the Sacramento case by Noraan Mini, one of 'he defendants now 
facingj a long t^rm in San Quentin, who was not in accord wit: the policies and 
practices of tnej Column Party and Vhs International Labor I*fense 

1 i , I i| 

*e responded by jfcnofling from Chicago the experien :ed and brilliant labor at- 

torxay . Albert uojdhan, to defeat Mini and VO ooperate in the defense as a 
•hole.; *e raised B6 200 bail and liberated Je « Sarniek and Caroline Decker 
after they had apart fix worths m the w-etched Sacramento jail. Be began a 
press campaign which! has br<>ught tow Sacramento trial t public attention in 
ethajr states and stiguietad ade ur. one and other rganizations to voice oppo¬ 
sition to the perseeution ’ workers ’guilty' of organising a union. Vs have 
arranged a was a oeeting In *•* Tor k at which y, miner* union leaders, writers 
and educators will speak. wan? o* ner ways •• have aided the general defense; 


On tie suggestion ,-r Aetn an C>•>. bertia* Unlm fficiais,conferences began 
several 1 weeks ago m San Francises. waul tin* n l e wetting up of unified de- i 
fence a^chiner?. including our organ * action. u>e IL several labor unions, the 
Soclilikt Party, the j Workers Party of tno V. • ( to wfeioh Mini belong*), and 

the Coaau n iet Party *r egr**wwni was r waehed corering piano for a mass Met¬ 
ing, a publicity campaign, f^ne raising the barring froa court of factional ‘ 
issues, the calling oif a broad supporting ewnf a r en as . gtc ’ 


On the suggest i ort of Aetri an C i * •. 

several 1 weeks ago in" sin Francises. 


. 1 ■ • :j , » • • e » * 

I ■ 1 •!•••# • 

The defendants ware gratified to lea Vat they Mrs to haw« the support, not 
merely of the usual CwMnuniat-ru,ed ewt-up a# ’innocent elwBa" and paper organ- 
nations. Out of a genuine and broad mi ed defense which alght appeal far aid- 
to the whole la bar aeweewn and ail pmg regal ve elegante Our anpnlntftaa ear¬ 
ned out Its Ob 


w^raw • wa ww ns, mm mt a ^ mmm ** 

»d outj its obligations to this an I ted defense in 

a ywMun i st -jPar iy -control led delegatee, b o w e w ar . 

ith »hd despite weny ooneaaalsna ends by other 

, , ^ 1 _ L i . I . .. . . . 


respect 


lataa. b o w e w ar . after ra p e s tad br cashes of 
gads by otMr groups for the sake of unity. 


deliberately saaahwd the unified defense. At a coonittee meeting on January 26. 
aotia4 apparent.; |nn orders froa daw York, they violated every agreeweni previ- 
ouelyaeie with to* other delegatee. This they did despite tne uni** appeals of 
Dr.Oaprge P.taa.ey of the Civil liberties Onion and t*e sf the IL: • defendarte 
■be serai y- #aant A folicy f ranhiy designed to bar tha cooperation of any de.- 
agate unsung to accept Canaunist Party orders.was leld down as an uli.tawo. 
P* reupon OP controlled delegates aallad for a e united front under the 1 wader,- 


Thereqp 
ship oif 

M- 


the CP and 


■awing driven all non-eontrellable delegatee 


ftte Cof u niet Party and the haste m Worker, aaaklng to shift responsibility fr 
this unfortunate b^aak-up. fu«« ooaplttely aisrspresented whet happened on Jar 
uary 26. ! Tha real truth ean be testified to, not only by dslsjg,ygs HlJUiQt hhd 






Mm Union and Hr. 
M observer*. I 


Clark or the Oakland Labor Council, all of whom oar# present 


Tha smashlag of the unified dafanao machinery has also meant the braakdosn of 
psodtni arrangjMsnte for a joint la§al dafanao fund. Consequently our organise 
tlsn nust aakai an indapandent financial campaign. Attorney Goldman is oharging 
no fee. but his axpansaa and trial incidentals oust ba paid for. Our Has York 
office cannot meat all tha costs and, having no local organisation, we are at a 
disadvantage. While the ILD receives aoney fro® several committees claiming to 
tis intsjraetad in tha entire defense, se have not received a cent of California 
the agreement of many observers that our record has been one of 
ALL the defendants. 


jy. despite 
helpfulness to 


t{e ask you ^or 

• Mil 


a. contribution, large or small, to our Saoraaento legal defense 
aedbunt to ovary dhntrlbutor for ovary penny. 

You may; senjd your ocntrlbutlone to the undersigned 


for the! sake of an 
08 hear! from you at 


important fight on behalf of labor and poltieal freedom, let 
once. 

fraternally, 




'-i 


fit. If you 1 belj 
to urge] it 


Herbert 8olo«, 

‘^^•^-•^•caiddegiiAa^tsmfmmanM kiws. . ^ i 

lion-Part lean Labor' 

Room 439, Mills Building. 

Ban Francisco, California 

ong to an organisation, we ask you to present this appeal to it 
to aid us with a contribution and expression of support. 

arc::::tnt>intent:, senatesrrisrefior 
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THIS APPBAL MAS 

Anita Brenner 
V.F.Calverton 

Max Eastman 


BIDOBBB) BY 

Sidney Hook 
James Roi^ty 
Evelyn Scott 


Carlo Tresoa 


nntutstsausttnet stsuttfassnusuaiat 


Our rpoent defense campaigns in the Bast have had the endorsement 
or collaboration of the International Ladles Garment forksrs (Re* 
York Jeirtt Boards), the Amalgamated Clothing torkors of Hem York, 
the united Hebrew Trades,the Rem York forwards Assn., the General, 
Defense Committee of the I.V.V., the League for Industrial D emo o - 
raoy, the Socialist Party, the Workers Party of the U. 8.. tbs 
Workmens CireIs (national headquarters) and ether labor organisa¬ 
tions. 
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Com ma nitt League of America 

144 Second Avenue 

New Ye*, N. Y. 


THE MILITANT 

£4tfar«M 
Mas tin Axox 
Jam P Ca*w*» 
Max StArinuii 


Sept. 21, 1904. 




Jamee Rortr 
*eetport, Conn, 

Dear Comrade Forty: 

Enclosed are the contaota of the Comtnlet League throughout the 

country. I hope you will have the opportunity to get in toueh 
with them. 



ft. ^ *> 

U.X 


\ 














a -4^ rni are the contaote: 

I 

C, 

6 fc ’kim«. *tead St;. 

Ho** -y, Mass • 

• 

’ormin oatlr 
o./q J . Edward® 

727 Briar PI. 

Ot lca>o, Ill. 

George J. Truhar 
4 Woodhlll R4. 
leveland, Ohio. 

James Sherman 
e/o M|. *leld 
1550 Euclid St. «. 
iGetrolt, rich. 

Betty, Rowland 
2224J Pocklngham Hd. 

Davenoort, Iowa. 

lie 11 ‘y^art 

524 Benton Blvd, lApt. 7) 

- Kensae CIt y, ‘to ,, 

Elsie Meyer® 

129i U. Chicago St. 

Lo® Angelea, °nllf. 

C. Foraen 

4045 Chicago Awe. 

Mlnncapoll® , Minn. 

V . P . Du nne 
301S-lbt' Ave. 3. 

MlntiOn 1 Is , UlnA. 

S. 'Penile Iran 

So Stanley St. 

New ’aven, So nr. 

Franols Eckle -r^r 
21b E. Opart St. 

New Castle, Pa. 


Martin la.vjr 
171a Lafaye* * • . 

St. Louis, • . 

Peln.ld • ltr. 

6.52 University Atre. 
Salt Lake City, t'ta‘ 

•./.. *»s t ters 

1 •’ 2 7 pi-icor., . 

' 1 ; , 

V. Xoel ier 
C/ •> f,'. * latrln 
17*> Pre# ie» St. 
Vr.-angstuwn. Ohio. 

T or Holme® 

1 lu.-A K.' 1 hlrd St. 
v i lade 1 p>, la , Pa . 

G. Kotr 

24 linder'wond St. 

’ ew^rk, V. . 

- - J . '*n<re lo 

4M N, tea ley St. 
Sprlr.dfleld, Ill. 


J. Slfikt® 

275 Lombard St. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

J, 0, Osbop 
150 Franklin St. 

San Franolaoo, Calif. 
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this case originated at BUR&AU 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

at BUREAU ' file no. 123-1314 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

MADE 

12/28/50 

12/27/50 


JAMES HANCOC^ RORTY, .Aka 
James Rorty, James H. Rorty 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE 
DEPARTMENT, Public Law 402, 

80th Congress (VOICE OF AMERICA] 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


No credit or criminal reco rd Chicago for|_ / 

_I* / ^ 5 

AGr.T'j/^R. iV 
T " " 1 V> 

- R u C - * : • '-7 ‘ 

R-' -• -yr 5 - - ,-—T 

Bufile 123-7248 I'j 1/v* c» •* 1 V 

Bulet to New York December 12, 1950 / / 

(5,-v.j 


•'/ -/ 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

SA JOSEPH B. KILLGORE checked the records of Hill's 
Reports, Inc., a credit agency, as well as the records 
of the Chicago Police Department. 

Neither of the a fnremanti onp.ri r-.nnt.pi nftii amr in forma-_ 


aqbic 

ESO. EDG'D-V — / '■*- 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT 

in Charge 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


^3 y Bureau (AKSD) 
1 - Chicago 

/ </;•' tTL ' ■ 
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concerning RORTY is by reason of her contact with him when he comes to the 
Post Office for mail. She stated that she has never heapd^ anything deroga¬ 
tory concerning hie reputation, character and loyalty. f' 



"—Ml a, tBlTOTER utatud n that shebeo* never noticed any periodicals -or* 
11 ad d rcuued to-RQRT¥ J would appeartdtse the" periodical S’ -ofaiy - 

subversive" group. "'She advised that the only associates which the RORTIS 
had in the area are RUDOLPH BUENZ of Newton, New Jersey, and AMOS DIXON of 
Stillwater, New Jersey. 


Mrs. CLIDE FISH, Flatbrookville, New Jersey, advised that she 
knows RORTI and his wife in only a casual way; that they do not associate 
with any persons in the neighborhood and are away a great deal of the time, 
only residing in their house for intermittent periods of two or three months 
during which time they devote themselves mainly to their writing. She 
stated they apparently travel for several months gathering material for 
their articles and then come back to their home in Flatbrookville and spend 
several months preparing these articles, after which time they leave again 
to gather additional material. She stated that she knows of nothing deroga¬ 
tory concerning RORTI and his wife and that they have maintained a good 
reputation locally, and she knows of no reason to question their loyalty 
or character. 


( 


'O - 


RUDOLPH BUENZ, Mill Street, Newton, New Jersey, advised that he 
has been acquainted with RORTI and his wife for a period of four or five 
years. They have been quite friendly and have mingled socially and he 
regards RORTI to be a man of good character and reputation. BUENZ stated 
that he knew of nothing derogatory concerning RORTI*s reputation, character 
or loyalty which would render him unfit for any position involving any work 
of-a v confidantial nature with the Government. 



Mr. and Mrs. AMOS DIXON, Stillwater, New Jersey, were Interviewed 
by the writer. Mr. DIXON is a retired employee of the New Jersey Bell 
Telephone Company and a former New Jersey State Assemblyman -aa^ ia a reltaftlo 
.source--of informAtlbno Both Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that they have known 
the RORTIS for four or five years, having first met them at a township 
meeting in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, when Mr. DIXON was running for the 
Assembly. Since then they have visited the RORTIS on several occasions and 
have had the RORTIS at their home at various times for social visits. 


Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that they knew of no derogatory infor¬ 
mation concerning the character, reputation or loyalty of RORTY and his wife. 



Mr* DIXGN stated that while he knew of no reason why RQRTY should not be 
appointed to any position involving any confidential work with the Govern¬ 
ment, nevertheless, he did not feel he knew RQRTY well enough to express 
j& positive opinion in this regard. 

>) Trooper A. E. ZA2ZI of the New Jersey State Police, Newton, New 

Jersey, advised his department has no police record of RORTY or his wife. 

There is no Credit Bureau covering the area of Flatbrookville, 
New Jersey. 
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synopsis OFFACTS: Ayp ii can t attended Tufts College, Bedford, Massa¬ 

chusetts, 1909 to 1913, receiving an AB degree. 

No credit or criminal record. 

Bureau letter to New York Office dated December 12, 
1950. 

EDUCATION 

Mrs. K. A. REYNOLDS, registrar. Tufts College, 
Bedford, Massachusetts, advised the applicant was 
a student from September, 1909 until he graduated 
^ — with a Bachelor of Arts degree in June of 1913* 

hoc/cu''Ala - he a PPli can ' t; ’ majored in English and maintained 
' ' / an excellent record. The records indicated nothing 

(S^4j unfavorable concerning the applicant's character, 
loyalty, or reputation. 
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Mrs. REYNOLDS recalled the applicant as being an 
excellent student and stated that so far as she 
knew, he was a person of good character, loyalty, 
and reputation. According to Mrs. REYNOLDS, 
there is no one presently connected with the 
College who would recall the applicant. 

CREDIT 

There is no information concerning the applicant 
in the records of the Credit Bureau of Greater 
Boston, Inc., 11 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachu¬ 
setts.. 
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CRIMINAL 


There is no information concerning the applicant in the records 
of the Massachusetts Board of Probation, Court House, Boston, 
Massachusetts, a central repository for all criminal arrest 
records in the state of Massachusetts. 
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synopsis of facts: EQBIY has resided at Flatbrookville, NJ, for intermittent 

periods since 1945* lives in a secluded mountainous section 
and devotes major part of his time to writing. Neighborhood 
investigation and interviews with persons acquainted with 
EGE'XY since his residence in NJ reflect he bears a good 
reputation locally and is extremely interested in problem 
of proper nutrition in food stuffs. Ifo derogatory informa¬ 
tion developed. No police record. 
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EfcSEBSNCSs Bureau letter to New fork, 12/12/50. 

DETAILS; Postmistress M4TJE SiUESEB, Flatbrookville , New Jersey, 

advised that EffiTY and his wife reside in a secluded section 
of that area, their heme being located in the mountains 
about one mile outside of Flatbrookville. She stated they 
have resided there intermittently for the past four or five 
years and are presently on a trip to Central America, the 
purpose of which Mrs. SAULTEK stated is to allow LQBfY to 
gather material for an article dealing with the nutritional 
elements present in various fruits which are brought to the 
United States by the United Fruit Company. This company is 
sponsoring itCKJY'a trip and the forthcoming article* 

Mrs. oAULIER stated that both KOitlY and Ms wife while at 
their home devote the major part of their time to writing 
and do not mingle with any of the local residents of the 
area. Mrs. SAUIffhR stated that the only knowledge she has 
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concerning RORTY is by reason of her contact with him when he comes to the 
Post Office for mall. She stated that she has never heard anything deroga¬ 
tory concerning his reputation, character and loyalty. 

Mrs. 'AULTER stated, however, that she believed RORTY was anti¬ 
communist and, as a basis for this opinion, stated that she recalled ECETY’s 
stating foue or five yearn ago when tuo war ended trial Am: ri.ca should not 
disarm but should go right on through to Russia in order to prevent Russia 
from gaining too much power in Europe* She could not recall any other state¬ 
ments made by Party in thi3 regard. 

She advised that the only associates which the ROETYS 
had in the area are RUDOLPH BUENZ of hovrbon. Hew Jersey, and AMOS DIXON of 
Stillwater, New Jersey. 

Mrs. CLYDE FISH, Platbrookville, New Jersey, advised that she 
knows RORTY and his wife in only a casual wayj that they do not associate 
with any persons in the neighborhood and are away a great deal of the time, 
only residing in their house for intermittent periods of two or three months 
during which time they devote themselves mainly to their writing. She 
stated they apparently travel for several months gathering material for 
their articles and then cone back to their home in Flatbrookville and spend 
several months preparing these articles, after which time they leave again 
to gather additional material. She stated that she knows nothing derogatory 
concerning RORTY and his wife and that they have maintained a good 
reputation locally, and she knows of no reason to question their loyalty 
or character. 


RUDOLPH BUENZ, Hill Street, Newton, New Jersey, advised that he 
has been acquainted with RORTY and his wife for a period of four or five 
years. They have been quite friendly and have tingled socially and he 
regards RORTY to be a man of good character and re-vg^ticn. 'rgyy stated 
that he knew of nothing derogatory concerning RORTY’s reputation, character 
or loyalty which would render him unfit for any position involving ary work 
of a confidential nature with the Government. 


Hr. BUENZ stated that ROR Y might be considered somewhat 
radical in his thinking along certain lines and gave as an .Illustration 
the fact that RORTY is vitally interested in the question of forcing the food 
manufacturers, particularly the flc-ur industry, to properly utilize all the 
nutritional elements in wheat. RORTY is sc? fanatical in this connection that 
he has in the past even rent to Texas for a particular type of wheat which 
he utilized in raking his own bread. According to BUENZ, RORTY believes that 
the Government should exercise more control over the question of regulating 
the proper amount of nutrition in food stuffs. BUENZ staled that he did not 
mean to imply that RORTY was radical in his thin'rirgin so far as any subversive 
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sympathies were concerned and stated on the other hand that RORTY, in his 
opinion, is anti-Communist in his feelings. 

BUENZ stated that the only specific example which he could give 
to back up his opinion of the anti-Communist feelings of RORTY was a recol¬ 
lection which BUENZ had of a conversation with RORTY recently in which RORTY 
stated that the Peeks kill Mountains were full of Communists and that steps 
should be taken so that the water supply of New York City, which emanates 
from the Peekskill area would be carefully guarded against any attempt to 
poison water by these Communists in the went America went to war with Russia. 
BUENZ stated that RORTY's feelings in this regard were apparently quite strong 
in view of the fact that he has mentioned it on several occasions. 

Mr. and Mrs. AMOS DIXON, Stillwater, New Jersey, were interviewed 
by the writer. Mr. DIXON is a retired employee of the New Jersey Bell 
Telephone Company and a former New Jersey State Assemblyman* Both MT. and Mrs, 
DIXON stated that they have known the RORTYS for four or five years, having 
first met them at a township meeting in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, when 
Mr. DIXON was running for the Assembly. Since then they have visited the 
RORTYS on several occasions and have had the RORTYS at their home at 
various times for social visits, 

Mr, and Mrs. DIXON stated that they knew of no derogatory infor¬ 
mation concerning the character, reputation or loyalty of RORTY and his wife. 
Mr. DIXON stated that while he knew of no reason why RORTY should not be 
appointed to any position involving any confidential work with the Govern¬ 
ment, nevertheless, he did not feel that he knew RORTY well enough to express 
a positive opinion in this regard. 

Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that during various conversations with 
RORTY he has expressed himself as being violently anti-Communist. He has 
stated that the Communists will never gain control of the Government of the 
United States; that everyone should do what he could to combat the Communist 
infiltration in this country, and recently told the DIXONS that he had 
applied for a position with the Voice of America section of the State 
Department and was going to do whatever he could in that position to 
combat the Communists. 

Trooper A. E. ZAZZI of the New Jersey State Police, Newton, New 
Jersey, advised his department has no police record of RORTY or his wife. 

There is no Credit Bureau covering the area of Flatbrookville, 

New Jersey. 


- - REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


- 3 - 




NK 123-1494 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

With regard to RORTY's loyalty, Mrs<> SAULTER stated that she believed 
he was loyalj however, •she believed he was a Socialist,) This opinion is 
based upon the fast that ptiar to RORTY's residence in Flatbrookville there 
was no one who voted on the Socialist ticket, but that since he has resided 
there, there has been e\=w Socialist vote cast each year, and she is of the 
opinion RORTY is the one who has cast this vote. She stated that she could 
not furnish any further basis for her opinion in this regard. 

„ CIl-'' Mrs, SAULTER stated, however, that she believed RORTY was anti- 
„/» /r ^Commu’:ist and, as a basis for this opinion, stated that she recalled RORTY's 
a l£ J ’ / stating four or five years ago when the war ended that America should not 
./ u / disarm but should go right on through to Russia in order to prevent Russia 


from gaining too much power in Europe, 
ments made by RORTY in this regard. 


She could not recall any other state- 

\jT 1(§ u a M B 

•RUDOLPH BUEJE, who is also mentioned in the tody of this report, 
stated that RORTY might be considered somewhat radical in his thinking along 
certain lines and gave as an illustration the fact that RORTY is vitally 
interested in the question of forcing the food manufacturers, particularly 
the flour industry, to properly utilize all the nutritional elements in 
wheat, RORTY is so fanatical in this connection that he has in the past 
even sent to Texas for a particular type of wheat which he utilized in making 
his own bread. According to BUENZ, RORTY believes that the Government should 
exercise more control over the question of regulating the proper amount of 
nutrition in food stuffs. BUEfE stated that he did not mean to imply that 
RORTY was radical in his thinking in so far as any subversive sympathies were 
concerned and stated on the other hand that RORTY, in his opinion, is anti¬ 
communist in his feelings, 

BUEIE stated that the only specific example which he could give 
to back up his opinion of the anti-Communist feelings of RORTY was a recol¬ 
lection which BUENZ had of a conversation with RORTY recently in which RORTY 
stated that the Peekskill Mountains were full of Communists and that steps 
should be taken so that the water supply of New York City, which emanates 
from the Peekskill area would be carefully guarded against any attempt to 
poison water by these Communists in the event America went to war with Russia, 
BUENZ stated that RORTY's feelings in this regard ware apparently quite strong 
in view of the fact that he has mentioned it on several occasions. 





Mr, and Mrs. DIXON stated that during various conversations with 
RORTY he has expressed himself as being violently anti-Communist. He has 
' stated that the Communists will never gain control of the Government of the 

l 

V 


4 







o 



V. / 


NK 123-1494 




V 


\4 



A DMINISTRATIVE (Continued) 

United States; that everyone should do what he could to combat the Communist 
infiltration in this country, and recently told the DIXONS that he had 
applied for a position with the Voice of America Section of the State 
Department and was going to do whatever he could in that petition to com¬ 
bat the Communists. - . 

ft. and Mrs. DIXON stated that they have read a number of RORTY’s 
articles, which have concerned themselves mainly with the question of better 
nutrition in the food industry, particularly in the manufacture of flour 
wheat products. RORTY’s wife writes under the name of WINIFRED 
.UCHENBUSCH, which is her maiden name, and a number of her attIcISS'iMfcve 
appeared "inthe n Commentary” Magazine. These articles have concerned them¬ 
selves mainly with the sociological problems of the Chinese, negroes and 
other so-called underprivileged classes, and in order to secure material 
for her article, she has told Mr. and Mrs. DIXON that she has gone out and 
lived with tk&. Chinese on the West Coast and the negroes in New York City. 

According to Mr. and Mrs. DIXON, she recently was supposed to 
have written an article concerning PAUL ROBESON for the above magazine, but 
they have not read this article and do not know the tenor of it. Mr. and 
Mrs. DIXON stated that at various times the RORTYS ham& mentioned theiy w 
acquaintanceship with prominent writers such as LOUI^^RQMFIEID, CAJjJ^ANJpuREN, 
and others and appear to be well known in New York circles composed of writers 
in this class. 

The indices of the Newark Office are negative relative to WINIFRED 
RAUCHENBUSCH. 
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Mrs. CLYDE FISH, vfhose information is set forth in this report, 
advised that she is a clerk for the Board of Elections In Flatbrookville, 
New Jersey. She stated that prior to 194& no inquiry was made as to 
party affiliations of any registered voters and thf.t since 194# RORTY has 
not voted in a primary election and consequently his party affiliation is 
unknown. 
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New Haven, Conn. 

December 29,1950 

SAC, NEW YORK 

URGENT 

RE JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, VOA, BUFILE ONE TWO THREE DASH 
SEVEN TWO FOUR EIGHT. RE BULET NY DEC. TWELVE LAST. 

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM SAN DIEGO INDICATING THAT 
APPLICANT WAS RESIDING WESTPORT, CONN. IN SEPT. NINETEEN 
THIRTY FOUR. NO STREET ADDRESS INDICATED. REVIEW UR 
FILES AND ADVISE IF YOU HAVE DEFINITE ADDRESS FOR RORTY 
AND ANY BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OPERATIONS 
IN CONN. NEW HAVEN OFFICE WAS NOT OPENED UNTIL NINETEEN 
FORTY HENCE NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AS TO PRIOR ACTIVITIES 
IN CONN. CONTACT INFORMANTS UR OFFICE WHO WOULD KNOW 
APPLICANT-S ACTIVITIES IN NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR IN CONN. SUTEL. 

END 
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New York 


December 28, 1950 


SAC, 


SAC, Chicago 

JAKES HANCOCK HORTX, Aka 
(VOICE OP AMERICA) 



Robulet to New York December 12, 1950. 

The only reference contained in the indices of the Chicago Office 
pertaining to the abore-captioned applicant is found in the report 
of SA SAMUEL G* RILEY dated May 10, 1944 at Newark, New Jersey in 
the case entitled "Civil Rights Defense Coasdttee; Internal 
Security - C", page 15. 

In view of the fact that your office is in possession of this report 
and your office is the office of origin in this case, any reporting 
of information pertaining to the applicant is being left to your 
discretion and Chicago is not mentioning same. 
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Office Memora n • united si " wernment 



Director, FBI 
■SAC, New York ~ 


date: January 5, 195>1 


SUBJECT:.*^ JAMES HANCOCKRORTY. aka; VOICE OF AMERICA 
(Bureau File 123-72n8) 



For information of offices concerned, applicant’s wife has written 
under the name "WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH. 


cc: Boston 

Knoxville 
New Haven 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
"Washington Field 
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123-U919 . 
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JAMES M. TENNANT 


JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, aka, James Rorty, 
James II. Rorty 
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Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 
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Informant states applicant and wife resided in 
Easton, Conn, about 25 years ago and applicant 
was open in his praises of Russian Governmentj 
was against the Capitalistic system and stated 
Communism was a better system of Government than 
the Government in this country. Mrs. ARTHUR 
DRIESEN, Easton, Conn., states applicant eccentric 
person but bore good reputation} she knew of no¬ 
thing which would indicate disloyalty. No credit 
record Bridgeport; no arrest record Westport or 
Easton PDs for applicant or wife. / 


REFERENCE: 


Bulet to New York, 12/12/50 

San Diego letter to New York, 12/26/50 

New York letter to New Haven, 1/5/51 


DETAILS: At Easton. Connecticut ‘ •/ 

New Haven Confidential Informant T-l, of unknown reliability, who / 
declined to furnish a signed statement or to appear before a Loyalty 
Hearing Board, advised that applicant and Ms wife, WINIFRED^ re¬ 
sided in Easton, Conn, about 25 years ago* This informant stated 
further that during the time applicant resided in Easton, he was open 
in his praises of the Russian Government; was against all forms of 
Capitalism, and stated that the Communistic system of Government 
was superior to the American form of Government. This informant was 
unable to furnish any additional information regarding applicant or 
his wife. ” >.\ 
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Mrs. ARTHUR, DRlESEN, Easton, Conn., advised she vaguely recalled applicant 
as having resided in that community many years ago and described him as being 
a very intelligent person who was reported to be a writer and she further des¬ 
cribed him as being somewhat eccentric. She advised that she knew nothing 
which would indicate disloyalty on the part of applicant or his wife, and as 
far as she knew they bore good reputations in that community. 

It may be noted that applicant resided in a sparsely settled section of Easton, 
Conn, and neither Confidential Informant T-l nor Mrs. DRIESEN were able to 
furnish names of any other persons who could recall the applicant. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA FORREST S. PUTMAN. 

At Westport. Connecticut 

A search of the Westport City Directories and the records of the Tax Assessor^ 
Office and Old Age and Real Estate Tax Division of the City of Westport, as well 
as the records of the U. S. Post Office, was made in an effort to obtain a 
Westport address for the applicant, but none was located. 

The following investigation was conducted by the reporting agent. 

Credit and Criminal 

No credit information was located at the Bridgeport Credit Rating Bureau, Bridge¬ 
port, Conn., which Bureau also covers Westport and Easton, Conn., on applicant. 

No criminal record was located in the records of the Westport or Easton Police 
Departments which was identifiable with applicant or his wife. 
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INFORMANT 

In the report of SA JAMES M. TENNANT dated 1/9/51 the following informant 

was utilized: 0 


b7C 
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Conn., who requested that | I name be 
kept confidential in connection with this 
case inasmuch as applicant and his present 
wife I I 

| when 

|was a young giri, ana applicant’s 
wiie nas periodically corresponded with 
her. 
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TITLE 


JAMES H^COCK RORTY, a 
James H. - ' Aorty 

ka James Rorty, 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Lav; 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


rjfeg*/ 
: ~f£^o-s£/ 


a® a 


S. 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


Applicant's employment by Mr. ERIC HODGINS, 
Fortune Magazine, as free lance writer, 
verified by Mr. HODGINS as period 1936-37. 
Applicant not closely associated with Mr. 
HODGINS in past fourteen years but regarded 
applicant during period of association as 
honest and sincere and has no derogatory 
information concerning applicant. Employ¬ 
ment during 1939-40 as special feature 
writer for Mr. VICTOR LINDLAHR at New York 
verified. Mr. LINDLAHR advises company 
had to dispense with applicant's services be¬ 
cause of his "leftist leanings". Mr. LIND¬ 
LAHR has had no contact with applicant during 
past ten years and stated would not recom¬ 
mend him for a position of trust with the 
government because of his radical ideas. 


- RUC - 

New York teletype to Miami dated January 8, 1951. 

AT SARASOTA, FLORIDA : 

EMPLOYMENT 
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Mr. -jnIC i’GOGINS, Fortune Magazine, i.ew York City, advised that he 
employed the applicant as a free lance writer for a short time during 1936 and 
1937, but pointed out that he has not been closely associated vdth or in a 
position to know very much about the applicant since that time. Mr. HOuGIivS 
described the applicant as being honest and sincere and one who in his writings 
expressed nis beliefs without reservations. He further stated that the appli¬ 
cant in his personal life was gentle and conventional and it is his, Mr. HOD- 
GIUS, belief that the applicant is loyal to the United States. He stated that 
he did not have any derogatory information as to the character or reputation 
of the applicant. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent $1. B. 

JSAuVill: 


AT MIAMI. FLORIDA ; 

Mr. VICTOR LINDLA'HR, who resides at 211 N. Coconut Lane, Palm Island, 
Miami Beach, and who voluntarily classified himself as "a conservative", advised 
that the applicant was employed by the company which Mr. LINDIAHR represents in 
Mew York during 1939 and 1940 to write special articles on food and food re¬ 
search. He stated that the applicant was well qualified for the work and was 
an excellent writer but the company had to dispense with the applicant’s services 
due to his very definite "leftist leanings". ¥nen asked as to what he meant by 
this remark, Mr. LINULftift stated that the applicant "was a follower of HENRY 
WALLACE and that he seemed to possess grandios ideas that he could cure the ills 
of the world". Mr. LINDLAHR could not further explain or elaborate on this 
statement. He stated that he has had no contact with the applicant during the 
past ten years but that he would not recommend the applicant for a position of 
trust with the government because of the applicant’s ideas which Mr. LINDIAHR 
considered "radical". 
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DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


§YSlOPSIS OF FACTS: 


£ b7E 



i X\ v- 


( Applicant born 3/30/90 at Middletown, 

N.Y. Was one of first editors of "New 
Masses" in mid-twenties. Employed as y 

copy writer Batten, Barton, Durstine <x ^ 

Osborn, NYC, 1926-30. Free lance writer * 

since 1930. Has written numerous articles , y- : / 
and poems for magazines. During 1930‘s , 

had published book of poems, as well as 
three books. One book concerns itself X/,. / 

with an attack on advertising, another 
with the faulty distribution of medical 'Xk 
services, and the other is the story of ^ 
RORIY’s trip across the country. Articles 
4 recent years indicate R0RTY anti-Communist. 

Author of articles concerning health and 
nutrition in which field R0RTY is consid¬ 
ered an expert. Currently in Central 
America employed by United Fruit Co. to 
write health articles. Resided NYC short 
while ea^ly 1930's and occasional hotel 
stays in NYC. During 1920’s and 1930’s 
K0RTY, according to many associates, was 
non-conformist and radical, a constant 
espouser of the causes of those he felt 
were being oppressed or discriminated 
against. Classified as strong individual¬ 
ist who never joined any party during this , 
period, although he often took 'parallel ~ v. 
action with Communists. Labelled a ; 
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SYNOPSIS (Cont'd): Supported POSTER-FORD, CP candidates, 

in 1932 elections. States in article 
that in 1933 he had learned that the 
Coimnunist Party was controlled instru- 
. .ment of totalitarian police state with 
headquarters in Moscow. Persons well 
acquainted state he has been strongly 
anti-Communist for years. Affiliated 
numerous organizations in 1930's and 
early 19*+0' s which were fronts of the 
Socialist Workers Party and the Social¬ 
ists, with a predominance of Socialist 
Workers Party groups. Fellow employees 
. of late 1920's considered applicant a 

Communist hut could recall nothing speci- 
'fic on which impression based. Other 
persons interviewed state ROATY complete¬ 
ly loyal to this country, and of excep¬ 
tionally strong character and integrity, and 
associations recent years above reproach. 
Wife held in same high esteem by those 
who know her. Family reputation excel¬ 
lent. xleferences recommend without 
reservation. Family background reflects 
several of kin have suffered mental 
disorders. Credit record satisfactory. 

No criminal record. 


- sue - 

Bureau File 123-72 , !*8. 

Bureau letter to New York, 12/12/50. 

BIRTH DATA 

Mrs. MARY HARRINGTON, Registrar of Vital 
Statistics, City Hall, Middletown, New York, 
furnished SA LOUIS P. HURLEY with the birth 
record for JAMBS HANCOCK ROATY. This record indicates that 
R0RTY>was born in Middletown, March 30, 1890, his father was 
, A. M^RORTY, age born in Ireland, and his mother was noted 
as ADA^RjrIUiCHILL><ORTY, age 37 , born at Attica, New York. 


DETAILS: 
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EMPLOYMENTS 


It is to be noted that RORTY, in his application, 
indicates that he was an editor of the publication, "New Masses", 
from 1924 to 1926. The "New York Times" edition of December 8, 
1925 carried an article which states that the "New Masses", a 
radical magazine of arts and letters without political affilia¬ 
tions or propaganda obligations, but with sympathy and allegiance 
with the International Labor Movement, would shortly make its 
appearance, and listed JAMES RORTY as one of the five editors 
of the new publication. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities, United States 
House of Representatives, on December 18, 1948 cited the public¬ 
ation, "Hew Masses" as follows: 

1. "A 'Communist periodical'. (Attorney General 
FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional Record, Septem¬ 
ber 24, 1942, page 7688 ) 

2. "'Nationally circulated weekly journal of the 
Communist Party *** whose ownership was vested 

in the American Fund for Public Service' (Garland 
Fund). 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Report March 29, 1944, pages 48 and 75; also cited 
in reports January 3 . 1939, page 80 ; and June 25, 
1942, pages 4 and 21 ) 

3. "'Until its recent merger with Mainstream, the 
New Masses has been the weekly journalistic 
voice of the Communist Party. Its first appear¬ 
ance was as a monthly. As The Masses, it was 
suppressed by the United States Government for 

its subversive policies.' Mainstream was launched 
by the Communist Party in January 1947, dealing 
with the field of literature and creative arts. 
(California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Reports 1947, page 160 ; and 1948, page 340) 

. ♦ 

4. "Issued from Communist presses and distributed 

by the Communists Progressive Book Shop in Boston, 
Mass. (Massachusetts House Gommittee on Un-American 
Activities, Report 1938, pages 281 and 443)" 
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Miss CLAIRE 8TRACK, secretary to the Personnel 
Director, BATTEN, BARTON, DIRS TINE AU'D OSBORN, 383 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N. Y., advised that their employment records 
reflect that JAMES RORTY, born March 30, 1890, was employed on 
December 6, 1926, and was released on August 31? 1930. She 
stated that RORTY had been a copy writer in the Copy Depart¬ 
ment. She said the records indicate that his address was noted 
as 282 West 11th Street, New York, N. Y., and 8D 1, Westport, 
Connecticut. Miss STRACK advised that the reason for RORTY's 
leaving is not noted on his employment record. 

Mr. WILLIAM ORCHARD, Vice President, BATTEN, BARTON, 
•DTTRSTIHE AND OSBORN, advised that he recalls KORTY as having 
been a copy vviter for the concern many years ago. He went 
on to say that RORTY had the reputation for being "radical" and 
being against our form of government. He said that he was 
considered in advertising circles to be a Communist, although 
he had no personal knowledge of RORTY ever being a member of 
the 'Communist Party and could recall no incidents which would 
be a corroborauion of his impression that RORTY had been a 
Communist. He said that he can recall reading articles by 
RORTY which reflected that RORTY was critical of the capital¬ 
istic system, but that it has been so long since he has read 
any of RORTY's articles, that he cannot recall their substance 
or w T here they appeared. He went on to say that he has not seen 
or heard of RORTY in twenty years and has no idea what his 
present opinions are. Mr. ORCHARD related that he cou.la furnish 
no information concerning RORTY's associations during the period 
he had been with the concern, and that he recalls no incident 
which would reflect adversely on his character. Mr*. ORCHARD 
said, however, that because of his reputation as a "radical", he 
would not recommend RORTY to a position of trust with the 
government. Mr. ORCHARD indicated that his knowledge concern¬ 
ing RORTY's political and ideological background was so in¬ 
definite and vague that-he did not desire to furnish a signed 
statement, nor would he be willing to appear before a loyalty 
board. 


Mr. LESLIE PEARL, Executive, BATTEN, BARTON, DUESTINE 
AND OSBORN, advised that he had worked with RORTY as a fellow 
copy writer with this concern about twenty years ago. He re¬ 
called that RORTY had been a strong fighter against anything 
which infringed on civil liberties, and was an avowed "espouser 
of ea/oses for the working man". He said that RORTY had been 








I 




\ 
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against big business in general and against the advertising 
industry in particular. Mr. PEARL stated that RORTY had the 
■reputation of being critical of the manner the United States 
government was being conducted. He went on to say that he has 
no knowledge that RORTY was ever a Communist, but it 4 his 
impression that the applicant had been Socialistic in his view¬ 
points on government. Mr. PEARL advised that he is certain 
that RORTY was not the type who would sympathize with a foreign 
country or do anything against the best interests of the United 
States. He ^elated that he had heard that RORTY liras affiliated 
with groups of a Communist or Socialist nature, but could not 
recall the source of this information or the names of the groups. 

Mr. PEARL advised that RORTY was not well thought of 
in advertising circles because of a book he had written called, 
.Master' s Voice", which was an indTctment of the advertising 
industry. Mr. PEARL went on to say that he has not had any 
contact with RORTY for many years and has no knowledge of his 
associations or current opinions. He said that he believes 
that RORTY would be loyal to the United States, but that the 
government could be criticized for placing a man who had written 
articles critical of our form of government and our system of 
private enterprise in a position of trust. He went on to say 
that he did not feel qualified to comment one way or the other 
as to RORTY's qualifications for a position of trust because he 
has no personal knowledge of the alleged affiliations on the 
part of RORTY during the 1930's. He said he, therefore, would 
not be willing to furnish a signed statement or to appear before 
a loyalty board. 

Mr. ROY DURST lNB, President of xhe •tux bb CO., 

IiTC., advertising agency, 730 Fifth Avenue, Hew York, N. x., 
advised that he had been associated with the advertising con¬ 
cern of BATTEN, BARTON, DIM STINE AND OSBORN during the period 
when RORTY had been employed bv this concern. He said that his 
recollection of BO'RTY was extremely vague and that he has no 
personal knowledge of R0HTY 1 s opinions, and, therefore, did not 
feel qualified to comment concerning RORTY. 

Miss LOUISE MC LEOD, Secretary, BATTEN, BARTON, 
DURSTIHH AND OSBORN, advised that she recalls RORTY as a 
fellow employee in the concern in the late 1920's. She said 
that he had been a poor advertising man, and shortly after 
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leaving the concern, had published a booh called, "Our Master’s 
Voice". She went on to say that this book was a scathing 
indictment of the advertising industrv and that RORTY, while 
employed with BATTEN, BARTON, DU {STINE AND OSBORN, had used 
the company library as a source for tho information contained 
in the book. Miss MG LEOD went on to say that it is her im¬ 
pression that RORTY was by nature contrary. Miss MG LEOD said 
that inasmuch as RORTY had not been loyal to his employer, she 
would hesitate to recommend him for a position of trust with 
the government. She said that she has not seen RORTY for over 
twenty years and, therefore, did not feel qualified to comment 
concerning RORTY’s loyalty, character or associations. 

Confidential Informant T-l, of unknown reliability, 
a top ranking executive in a New York advertising firm, advised 
that he had been well acquainted with RORTY during his employ¬ 
ment with BATTEN, BARTON, DURSTINE AND OSBORN. He said that 
RORTY had not been a particularly good advertising man and had 
been released because* of this. He said that on one occasion 
RORTY had gone to Boston, supposedly on company business, and 
had been arrested in some protest strike against the ban of a 
book. This informant said that he has no knowledge of whether 
the applicant had been a member of the Communist Party, but that 
it is his impression that RORTY was a Communist. He said that 
the applicant had written his book castigating the advertising 
industry shortly after leaving the BATTEN, BARTON, DURSTINE AND 
OSBORN concern, and had used as a basis for his book, informa¬ 
tion gleaned from this concern's library. This informant stated 
that he has had no contact with RORTY for about twenty years 
and bad no knowledge of RORTY's associations, past or present. 

He said that he v/ould not recommend rilKTx to a position of 
trust with che government and would have serious doubts as to 
his loyalty because of his previous disloyalty to his employer. 
He said that .he has nothing definite on which to base his 
impression that RORTY had been a Communist and would not be 
willing to furnish a signed statement or appear before a loyalty 
board. 


The "Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature", .con¬ 
taining a list of all articles printed in the principal maga¬ 
zines in the United States, reflects that JAMES RORTY wrote a 
great many poems for various magazines between 1922 and 1932. 
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The majority of these poems were published in the magazine, 

"The Nation". In 1926 RpRTY's poems were published as a collec 
tion in a book calledy^Children of the Sun", published by 
McMillan Company in New York City. A review of this book, 
indicates that uhe poems arc a repaint of the poems previously 
appealing in magazines. The poems themselves are idealistic 
and mood poems, and are of no apparent ideological or political 
significance, although they do portray RORTY's dislike of war 
and his apparent disillusionment with the era. The "header's 
Guide to Periodical Literature" indicates that from 1932 to 
date RORTY has published a great many articles, and that from 
the titles of these articles it would appear that many dealt 
with health and medicine while others concerned themselves 
with economic conditions during the 1930's. Inasmuch as 
RORTY's books will be dealt with in detail and comments from 
various nublishers concerning RORTY's writings will be set 
forth, the aforementioned magazine articles are not being 
considered in detail. 

In his application RORTY indicates that he has been 
a correspondent for "The Nation" during the period 193*+ to 
1936. The "Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature" reflects 
that between 1933 and 1935 RORTY wrote four articles for "The 
Nation". These articles are entitled, "How Radical Are the* 
Farmers", "Consumer Versus the NRA", "Counting the Homeless", 
and "Relief Business is Booming". These articles are similar 
in substance to the articles which RORTY wrote as a roving 
correspondent for the "New York Post" in 193^5 an d which will 
be subseauently referred to. 

The "New York Herald Tribune Vis sue of lo, 

1936, in its review of RORTY's bookj^tliere Life Is Better", 
makes reference to the fact that fifteen years before, RORTY 
had won "The Nation" poetry prize. 

Mr. BENJAMIN STOLBERG, whose comments concerning 
RORTY will be set forth later in this report, advised that 
RORTY had never been a regular employee of the publication, 

"The Nation", but had been a constant contributor to this 
magazine during the 1930's. 

Mr. R. S. LATHAM, Vice President, McMillan Company, 
publishers, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y., advised that in 
1926 this concern had published a collection of poems by RORTY 
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entitled, "Children of the Sun". He said that he had little 
contact with RORTY at the time of publication and has not 
seen the applicant since that time. He said that he could 
not ObOimiieiit concerning RORTY's character, loyalty or associa¬ 
tions. Mr. LATHAM made inquiry among other older employees 
of the concern and could find no one who recalled uORTY or 
who had any association with him. 

Mr. RICHARD S. WALSH, SR., Executive, JOHN DAY 
COMPANY, publishers, 62 West 4-5th Street, advised that this 
concern had published RORTY's book, "Our Master's Voice", 
in 193^? and his book, "Where Life Is Better", in 1936. Mr. 
WALSH advised that he has known RORTY for twenty years and 
would recommend him without reservation as a man who is 
thoroughly American in his loyalties and is above reproach 
in his integrity. He said that RORTY for many years has been 
a man who attacked established institutions, and has therefore 
been thought of as being radical. Mr. WALSH advised that it 
is his impression that RORTY might have been a Trotskyite 
many years ago inasmuch as he vaguely recalls RORTY having 
mentioned to him that he was sympathetic to this movement. 

He said that RORTY is an able and intelligent man and for 
many years has been strongly anti-Communist. Mr. WALSH stated 
that none of the other members of the concern had any dealings 
with RORTY and were not acquainted with him. He went on to 
say that RORTY's book, "Our Master's Voice", had been an expose 
of the practices and weaknesses of advertising in this country 
and that his book, "Where Life Is Better", was written as the 
result of a journey across the United States wherein RORTY set 
down his observation’s of social and economic conditions. 

RORTY's book, "Our Master's Voice", is an attack on capitalism 
via an expose of advertising. In this book RORTY states that 
truthful advertising in a competitive economic system is im¬ 
possible and that a competitive economic system which has 
reached a productive capacity beyond its purchasing power, 
cannot function even haltingly without advertising. Ergo, 
from RORTY's reasoning, a vigorous people can free itself from 
the cultural decav and corruption of advertising only by free¬ 
ing itself from the capitalistic system. He goes on to say 
that advertising promises not merely economic chaos but cul¬ 
tural death. 

The "New York Times" edition of January 19, 1936 
contains a review of RORTY's book, "Where Life Is Better - An 
Unsentimental American Journey". This review states that the 
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book is the story of RORTY's trip across the United States 
and his return, wherein RORTY states that our domestic 
situation is that of a progressively deteriorating social 
and economic anarchy with a definite drift towards Fascism. 

The review continues and says that JtiOhTx, fr ank ly radical 
that he is, is no doctrinaire and cannot swallow the doctrine 
of the class struggle. RORTY, in his book, states, "The final 
conflict, if there is to be a final conflict, which I doubt, 
will be not between class and class but between intelligence 
and stupidity, between sanity and fanaticism, between justice 
and injustice, between freedom and tyranny." 

The review of RORTY's book, "Where Life Is Better - 
An Unsentimental American Journey", contained in the January 21, 
1936 edition of the "New York Post", points out that RORTY in 
his book indicates that the hope of the American people is in 
surrendering the belief in the "Democratic Dogma" and replacing 
the present government with some form of absolute rule in whi ch 
planning would remove the sad state of disorder and injustice. 
The review states that RORTY’s program is vague and that he is 
a radical without political affiliations who does not agree 
with the Communists or any other group sufficiently to share 
their efforts. RORTY in this book states, "At some point, just 
where or when I don't know, the American dream of freedom of 
opportunity, of democracy, of justice, as things actual and 
possible within the framework of a capitalist economy, will be 
■definitely discarded by the masses and agricultural workers." 

Mr. MALCOLM LOGAN, "New York Post", 75 West Street, 
New York, N. Y., advised that RORTY had never been a regular 
employee of the paper but had been engaged on a free lance 
basis to write a series of articles in 193*+ concerning RORTY's 
trip across country, wherein RORTY discusses sociological, 
political and economic problems which he came across in his 
travels. A review of the "New York Post" files reflects*that 
RORTY’s articles, approximately fifteen in number, were written 
from October 5? 193R through December 5> 193^. These articles 
dealt wi£h conditions among the steel workers, the farmers, 
the miners and the automobile workers, and was a comprehensive 
treatise of the political, economic and social problems exist¬ 
ing in the communities RORTY passed through* 
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Mr. HOWARD WILSON, Vice President of the W. ¥. NORTON 
COMPANY, publishers, 101 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y., advised 
that this concern in 1939 had published RORTY's book^’American 
Medicine Mobilizes". Mr. WILSON stated that RORTY had been a 
close_personal friend of W. W. NORTOa, now deceased, and that 
he, himself, had little contact with the applicant. He said 
that RORTY appeared to be an able and intelligent individual 
and that he has never heard or seen anything which would re¬ 
flect adversely on RORTY's character or 'loyalty. Mr. WILSON 
advised that no one else in the concern had any dealings with 
RORTY. Mr. WILSON advised that he cannot recall much about 
RORTY * s book except that it is critical of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association. 

The May 22, 1939 issue of the "New York Post" con¬ 
tains a review of RORTY's book, "American Medicine Mobilizes", 
and indicates that this book is critical of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association, and expresses RORTY*s opinion that it is a 
disgrace that thousands should suffer because of the faulty 
distribution of medical care. 

Mr. STEWART KELLOGG, Advertising and Sales Promotion 
Manager, PRENTICE HALL, INC,, publishers, 70 Fifth Avenue, 

New York, N. Y., stated that two years ago this concern had 
published a book wr^bten by JAMES RORTY and Dr. N. PHILIP 
BORMAN ^entitled, /Tomorrow's Food". Mr. KELLOGG advised 
that this book concerned itself with the writers' convictions 
that natural foods were the only foods of benefit to mank ind, 
and that the use of substitutes would be injurious to the 
health of mankind. He said that RORTY is particularly inter¬ 
ested in nutrition and is firm in his convictions that only 
the natural foods should be used in the diet. He said that 
he has written many articles in connection with this problem 
and has earned the enmity of the flour industry because of his 
attacks on them fbr the use of substitutes in the production 
of flour. Mr. KELLOGG stated that RORTY is a crusader in 
spirit and has impressed him as being a man of complete honesty, 
integrity and reliability. He said that he has never observed 
anything which would in any way cause him to question RORTY' s 
loyalty to this country, and expressed the opinion that RORTY 
is the type of person who could serve the country well in a 
position of trust. Mr. KELLOGG stated that no one else in the 
concern would have had any contact with RORTY inasmuch as the 
book was written on a free lance basis. 
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Mr. ARMITAGE WATKINS, literary agent, 77 Park Avenue, New York, 

N* Y., advised that he has been the applicant's literary agent for the 
past four or five years and that during this time RORTY has written many 
articles for such magazines as "Commentary”, "The Commonweal", and "Harper's". 
He said that at the present time RORTY is writing a book for the Sloane 
publishing house which concerns itself with problems of conversation. Mr. 
WATKINS stated that most of RORTY’s articles concern themselves with con¬ 
versation measures and expressed RORTY ’ s belief that tampering with the 
natural cycle of nature through the introduction of nitrates in the soil 
would upset the physical well being of mankind. He went on to say that 
RORTY*s articles excited greab controversy among the bakers of the country 
because of his condemnation of the flour being used by the bakers. He said 
that RORTY is a man of strong convictions and complete integrity. Mr. 

LATKINS went on to say that he had no occasion to discuss with RORTY 
matters pertinent to politics or ideology, but that RORTY has never given 
him the impression that he was other than a loyal American citizen. 

Mr. ROY MORE, public relations executive, 11 lest 13d Street, 

New York, N. Y., advised that he has known RORTY for fifteen years and 
has been utilized by him for commercial writeups in connection with the 
public relations business which he operates. He said thatRORTY, in the 
1930*s, was generally considered a radical because of his strong sense 
of social responsibility, but that even then the applicant had been 
strongly anti-Communist. Mr. NO RE said that in 1?3U and 1935, when 
he, himself, believed that the Russian experiment had certain merits, 

RORTY had warned him against the chicanery and the deceit of the 
Communists. Mr* UORR advised that RORTY is an able and dynamic indiv¬ 
idual who could serve the country well in a position of trust* He said 
that he is firmly convinced that RORTY is above reproach in matters of 
loyalty and would be of groat value in fighting against Communism. He 
further advised that RORTY is a man of outstanding character and has 
never, to the best of his knowledge, associated with elements who are 
interested in Un-American ideologies. 

Mr. ELLIOTT COHEN, editor of the magazine, "Commentary 3h ¥est 
33d Street, New York, N. Y., advised that RORTY has contributed several 
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articles to the magazine in the last few years, which articles have 
plainly indicated that RORTY is anti-Communist. He said that a good 
many of the articles RORTY has written in recent years have concerned 
themselves with nutrition and the utilization of food resources, as 
well as subjects concerned with general healun and medicine. Hr. 

COHEN advised that the most recent article by RORTY appeared in the 
October 1950 issue of "Commentary 11 and was entitled, "The Lessons of the 
Peeksld.ll Riots". This article, he said, set forth the real facts of 
the Peeksld.ll incident and pointed out the deliberate efforts of the 
Communists to provoke the incident. This article, Hr. COHEN advised, 
clearly indicated RORTY's lack of sympathy with Communism. Mr. COHEN 
advised that RORTY 1 s wife, ; ."/TNIFRlp/RAUSHENBUSR, collaborated with 
him on the article. It is to be noted that ELLIOTT COHEW is given by 
the applicant as a reference and Mr. COHEN*s comments concerning 
RORTY personally will be set forth in the appropriate section later 
in this report. /Z, . , 

sz * f { "i 

Mr. EDWARD SKILLIN, editor, "The Commonweal" magazine, 386 
Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y», advised that this publication, had 
published several articles by RORTY in recent years concerned with 
nutrition, communications and advertising. Mr. SKILLIN advised that 
RORTY is extremely social-minded and is critical of over-expansion 
in industry. In addition to his articles, he said, RORTY had 
reviewed several books for the concern. He advised that RORTY* s 
articles indicated that it is RORTY's belief that the urge to 
make money was having bad effects on our culture, giving as specific 
examples the bread industry with its use of chemical substitutes, 
the radio industry with its failure to provide educational programs. 

Mr. SKILLIN said that it is his impression that RORTY is a Socialist 
in his economic viewpoint. lie advised that RORTY is especially con¬ 
scious of the abuses of big business and its effects on the individual 
citizen and wants to correct these specific abuses. Mr. SKILLIN 
advised that for the last several years RORTY has been employed by 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, where he has been studying the effect 
of fertilizer and nitrates on the soil. He went on to say that the 
applicant is intensely anti-Communist in his viewpoints and is thoroughly 
loyal to this country. He further stated that RORTY is a man of strong 
convictions, is completely honest, and would be especially valuable 
in a position of trust with the Government. 
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Mr. EDWARD F. MEAGHER, assistant editor, "The 
Commonweal", advised that he has known EORTY for approximate¬ 
ly five years and has been favorably impressed by him. He 
said that RORTY is an anti-Communist and is completely devoted 
to the best interests of this country. He said that he wouild 
recommend RORTY without reservation as a man of extraordinarily 
strong character and complete loyalty. Neither Mr. SK1LLIN nor 
Mr. MEAGHER could furnish any information as to whom RORTY 1 s 
associates might be. 

The following investigation at "Fortune" magazine, 
Time, Inc,, 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y., was conducted 
by SA RICHARD R. HENDERSON: 

Mrs. PATRICIA DI\TVER, administrative assistant, 
advised that RORTY had been employed by "Fortune" magazine 
on a special assignment from April 5? 1937 to July 15, 1937 
on a story concerning the undertaking business, which was 
never published. In 1938, she said, the records indicate he 
was used on research for a socialized medicine story. Mrs. 
DIVVER related that nothing of a derogatory nature appears in 
the files. 


Mr. RALPH D. PAINE, managing editor, advised that 
he has no recollection of RORTY working for the magazine, but 
that he is casually acquainted with RORTY. He went on to say 
that he didn’t know him well enough to comment concerning him, 
but that he knows of nothing unfavorable. 

Mr. ALBERT FURTH, executive editor, advised that he 
has known RORTY casually as a free lance writer for several 
years. He said that he supervised RORTY’s story concerning 
the undertaking business in 1937, but cannot recall why it 
was not used. He said that about four months ago RORTY was 
referred to him by ELLIOTT COHEN, editor of "Commentary", in 
connection with an article on the ROBESON Peekskill incident, 
and that RORTY and his wife presented an idea for a broader 
story related indirectly to the ROBESON trouble and about the 
Communist Party tactics in organizing such incidents. He said 
that the story was not used inasmuch as it was not the type of 
story which the "Fortune"-magazine normally carries. Mr. PERTH 
went on to say that RORTY has had the reputation of being an 
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anti-Comunist since he has known him, and he has never been 
Riven any reason to question his loyalty. He said that so 
far as he knows, RORTY is a man of good moral habits, and is 
honest and reliable. 

Mr. HERBERT SOLO, member of the Board of Editors, 
advised that he has known RORTY since approximately 1932. 

He said that RORTY is well-known as an able journalist and 
as a man of independent and unorthodox viewpoints. He stated 
that RORTY has a strong and dependable character, and is a 
man of very high moral calibre and integrity. Mr. SOLO ad¬ 
vised that he would vouch for RORTY 1 s loyalty to the United 
States and to the American way of life and our form of govern¬ 
ment. During the period 1932 to 1935? he said, both he and 
RORTY, together with other liberals of the time, were actually 
supporting and aiding the organization of labor unions, which 
was also the purpose of the Communist Party. He said that 
because the aims of the Communist Party and RORTY*s beliefs 
were the same in this particular instance, RORTY may have 
cooperated with the Communists for the first few months, 
but that he soon learned what Communism meant and has since 
fought the Communist movement vigorously, both in his actions 
and in his writings. Pie went on to say that he has no know¬ 
ledge of RORTY*s views or affiliations prior to 1932, but that 
RORTY has never indicated to him that he had ever been a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party or for that matter any other party 
or group. He related that RORTY is a very strong individualist, 
whose views often differ from the majority, but that these 
views have never been anything which could be considered sub¬ 
versive or disloyal. He continued by saying that RORTY*s 
primary interests are along the lines of agriculture and the 
foods we consume. As an example of his "radical views", SOLO 
pointed out that RORTY believed that people should not eat 
prepared breakfast foods but should buy the grain and prepare 
it themselves. He said that. RORTY is now connected in some 
capacity with the United Fruit Company, wherein he is going 
to Central America to study native diet. Mr. SOLO advised 
that RORTY has written a great many poems and has had books 
of poetry published and has also contributed articles to such 
magazines as "Commentary" and "The Nation". He concluded by 
saying that he is certain RORTY would never violate any security, 
either willingly or unwittingly, and would be of inestimable 
value because of his knowledge of Communist tactics. 
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The October 1948 issue of "Plain Talk", an anti¬ 
communist publication, contains an article by JAMES RORTY 
entitled, "Operation Donald Duck - And How to Beat It". In 
this article RORTY states that he had been recently asked to 
defend embattled university professors who had been subject 
to attacks by a Red hunting committee of a State Legislature. 

He went on to explain that in the defense of such professors 
and others who are under attack by investigating committees, 
the Communists and the sympathizers get the help of many 
gullible and naive persons who will defend the right of 
Communists to conduct political infiltration and propaganda 
that aim to destroy the democratic institutions for which 
the appeal is made. He relates that the non-Communist writers 
are invited to add to the din of a kind of "Donald Duck Bill 
of Rights Hysteria" that has become standard liberal routine 
for such occasions and has less and less to do with the case. 

He concludes his article by saying that "until the defense 
of.genuine liberal position in colleges is organized along 
positive lines by liberals who are political sophisticates 
instead of along negative and obsolete lines by fellow- 
travelers or innocents, Operation Donald Duck will be launched 
successfully every time a legislative purge goes into action", 

Mr. E. S. WHITMAN, publicity director, United Fruit 
'Company, Pier 3, North River, New York, N. Y., advised that 
the company had sent RORTY and his wife to Honduras and 
Guatemala in Central America for a six weeks 1 study of nutri¬ 
tion and health in Central America. He stated that RORTY 
is an authority on these subjects and is well-known for his 
writings in the field of food values. He said that RORTY is . 
acting independently of the United Fruit Company and will 
attempt to sell his articles concerning the health and nutri¬ 
tion situation in the countries visited, and in so doing point 
out the valuable contributions which the United Fruit Company 
has made to the peoples of Central America. He said that this , 
would be of great value to the company from a publicity stand¬ 
point. Mr. WHITMAN went on to say that RORTY has the reputa¬ 
tion of being a man of complete integrity, honesty and relia¬ 
bility. He stated that RORTY is strongly anti-Communist^ in_ 
his viewpoints and has on many occasions indicated his dislike 
of Communism. Mr. WHITMAN said that his association with 
RORTY has been exclusively of a business nature, but that he 
would recommend the applicant without reservation for a posi¬ 
tion of trust with the government. 
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RORTY, in his application, notes that he had been 
employed by HENRY HAWES, ERIC HODGINS, and VICTOR LINDLAHR. 
Records of the State Department reflect that ERIC HODGINS is 
on leave and is residing at 334 Illehaw Drive, Sarasota, 
Florida. Inquiry at VICTOR LINDLAHR 1 s office at 1819 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y., was made, and it was ascertained that LINDLAHR 
is currently residing at 211 North Coconut Lane, Palm Island, 
Miami Beach, Florida. The identity of HENRY HAKES could not 
be established. His name was not listed in the New York City 
telephone directories, and persons interviewed had never heard 
of him. 


RESIDENCES 

Mrs. ROGER N. BALDWIN, 282 West 11th Street, New 
York, N, Y., advised that RORTY and his wife, the former 
WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH, resided in a small apartment at this 
address for a period of less than a year shortly after their 
marriage in early 1930's. She said that since the mid 1930's 
RORTY and his wife have resided in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, 
except for about three years after the war when they resided 
in Tennessee while RORTY was employed by the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. She said that she has seen the applicant and his 
wife only occasionally since that time. Mrs. BALDWIN advised 
that during the 1930's RORTY had been considered a'tadical" 
because he was critical of capitalistic economics. She said 
that his viewpoint in the matter of economics runs to the 
Socialistic theory of economy. Mrs. BALDWIN went on to say 
that RORTY is actively anti-Communist in his opinions and is 
completely ioyal to the United States. She said that the 
RORTYS have a grown son and that the applicant has always oeen 
a good family man. Mrs. BALDWIN advised that she is not 
acquainted with RORTY 1 s associates, but would vouch for the 
loyalty of RORTY and his wife. 

* Mr. C. LEROY BALDRIDGEf^284 West 11th Street, New 

York, N. Y,, advised that he has been acquainted with RORTY 
and hi s wife since the early 1930's. He said that the RORTYS 
have af 

I Mr. BALDRIDGE TGI aWJ(l Uiab- 

irurtx is considered to be an excellent poet, having published 
many poems in years past, and has written extensively on a 
free lance basis for some of the more prominent magazines. 
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He stated that RORTY is considered a radical in the s ense of 
being a non-confomist. He related that the applicant has 
always been an ardent supporter of the "-underdog" and has taken 
up the cause of people whom he believed to have been treated un¬ 
fairly no matter’ what their political or racial backgrounds 
might be. Mr. BALDRIDGE continued by saying that RORTY was a 
Socialist in his viewpoints, but not in a subversive sense. He 
stated that the applicant is extremely anti-Communist and has 
on many occasions written articles expressing this viewpoint. 

Mr. BALDRIDGE advised that prior to the United States entering 
into the war, RORTY had been a strong non-interventionist, but 
that this attitude was not one of disloyalty, but only because 
of RORTY's conviction that wars were futile. He said that after 
the United States' entry into the war, RORTY had conducted him¬ 
self in every way as a patriotic American. Mr. BALDRIDGE further 
advised that the applicant's wife, the former NINIFRHD RAUSHEKBUBH, 
has collaborated with RORTY on many of his articles, and is an 
extremely capable sociologist. He concluded by saying that both 
ROR.TY and his wife are in his opinion loyal and enthusiastic 
American citizens, and that RORTY would be ideally suited for a 
position of trust with the government. 

* Mr. DAVID BARD, manager, Hotel Chelsea, 222 Uest 23 d 
Street, New York, N. Y., advised that RORTY and his wife have 
resided in the hotel on numerous occasions during visits to New 
York for several years. He said that in early 1950 RORTY had 
stayed at the hotel for an extended period. He .went on to say 
that the applicant and his wife are known as respectable, law- 
abiding people, and that nothing has ever come to his attention 
which would indicate that they were not completely loyal to the 
United States. 

Mr. JULIUS IURAUSS, assistant manager, Hotel Chelsea, 
furnished the same information as Mr. BARD concerning RORTY and 
his wife. 


Mr. BENJAMIN ST0LBE3G, journalist and writer, Hotel 
Chelsea, advised that he has known RORTY for approximately 25 
years, and that RORTY makes the Hotel Chelsea his headquarters 
when he has work to do in New York City. He said that the appli¬ 
cant has been a free lance writer since the early 1930 's and has 
contributed numerous poems and articles to the leading magazines. 

Mr. STOLBERG advised that RORTY had been one of the 
first editors of the publication, "New Masses". He said that 
RORTY had known that this magazine was a "radical" magazine when 
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he accepted a position as editor, but that he had no knowledge 
of the Communist control of this publication until after the 
assumption of his position. He said that RORTY, when he had 
discovered that the "New Masses" was completely dominated by 
the Communist Party, had immediately disaffiliated himself from 
the nublication. 


Mr. STOLBERG advised that in the 1920's RORTY had been 
a successful advertising copy writer, but had hated his work so 
much that he had Witten a book in the 1930's which was a vicious 
attack on the advertising industry. He related that in the early 
1930's RORTY had been on a committee for FOSTER and FOND, the 
Communist Party candidates in the 1932 elections, but that oLO’iTY 
had never become involved with the Communist Party and was not 
the .sort of person who could take orders from any group. 

He continued by saying that RORTY is strongly against 
the abuses of big business and has always been willing to fight 
for someone he thought was being persecuted. He recalled that 
RORTY had been a member of the Non-Partisan Committee to Aid 
FRED BEAL. BE4L, he said, had been a Communist Party member in 
one of the southern states who had been convicted of murder not 
on the merits of the case but because he was a Communist Party 
member. He continued saying that BEAL had finally been released, 
had gone to Russia, and had subsequently returned disillusioned, 
and said that he would rather be in jail in the United States 
than free in Russia. RORTY, in connection with this case, was 
not interested in whether BEAL was a Communist tarty member, but 
in the fact that he felt that BEAL was not getting a fair trial. 


Mr. STOLBERG related that riuvix 1 s"radicalism"of the 
1920 's and 1930's, when he was against anything conventional) 
has changed, and that at the present time RORTY is avidly anti¬ 
communist and conservative in his politics. Mr. STOLBERG advised 
that RORTY is a man of strong integrity and convictions and is 
above reproach in his loyalty to this country. He said that he 
’would recommend him without reservation to a position .of trust 
with the United States Government. 


Miss SUZANNE LA FOLLETTB, Hotel Chelsea, manager and 
editor of the magazine, "Freeman", advised that she has known 
RORTY since the early 1920's. She stated that tiOriTY, during 













I\ T Y 123->+919 


the 1920‘s and 1930's,was known as a radical because of his 
non-conformist viewpoints, and that at one time he had been 
active in the support of FOSTER and FORD, the Communist Party 
nominees in the presidential elections of 1932. She said 
that he had told her of the chicanery of the Communist Party 
and has to the best of her knowledge strongly opposed Com-^ 
munists since -that- time. She continued by saying that prior 
to this time RORTY's vital interest in the "downtrodden" and 
his concern over the welfare of the working man often brought 
him into agreement with the program of the Communist Party 
during this period, but that RORTY was never amenable to 
discipline and never became affiliated with the Party. Miss 
LA FOLLETTE went on to say that RORTY is against the abuses 
of big business and is Socialistic in his economic viewpoint. 

She said that she was sure that this interest in Socialism 
never went to the extreme of the Trotsyite viewpoint. She 
stated that during the early 19*+0's, RORTY had done publicity 
work for the ’Workers Defense League, a Socialist group. Miss 
LA FOLLETTE said that the RORTYS have lived in Flatbrookville, 

New Jersey, for about fifteen years except for the time recently 
spent in Tennessee, and that prior to this the couple had resided 
in Westport, Connecticut. Miss LA FOLLETTE advised that she 
would recommend RORTY and his wife as? loyal American citizens 
and that RORTY is extremely anti-Communist in his attitude. She 
further stated that RORTY's integrity is unquestioned and his 
associations in recent years have been with individuals who 
have actively fought the menace of Communism. 

Information concerning the FOSTER-FORD Committee, 
the Non-Partisan Committee to Aid FRED BnAL, and the Workers 
Defense League, referred to by Mr. STOLBERG and Miss LA FOLLETTE, 
will be set forth later in this report. 

REFERENCES 


Mr. ROBERT MORRIS, attorney, 40 Exchange Place, New 
York, N. Y., advised that he had been Special Counsel to 
District Attorney GEORGE FINELLI of Westchester County, and 
had been in charge of the investigation of the incident which 
had occurred at Peekskill when members of civic groups in the 
vicinity had battled with the Communists at the time PAUL ROBESON 
had staged a concert in August of 19^9* Mr. MORRIS stated that 

* 
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the facts of the incidents which had occurred at the ROBESON 
concerts at Peekskill on August 27, 19*+9 and September *+, 

19*+9 had been presented to the Grand Jury at Westchester 
County, and it had been found that the incidents had been 
Communist instigated and that elements of ROBESON supporters 
who had done battle with civic groups had been actually parts 
of the military groups of the Communist Party. He said that 
he first met RORTY when the applicant and his wife had con¬ 
tacted him in connection with their writing an article setting 
forth the details of the incident. He advised that this article 
later appeared in "Commentary 11 magazine. Mr. MORRIS related 
that RORTY and his wife were well aware of the facts surrounding 
the Peekskill incident and were in general agreement with him 
that this incident was provoked by the Communist Party. Ee 
said that RORTY and his life are extremely anti-Communist in 
attitude and impressed him as being substantial and loyal 
American citizens. 

Professor SIDNEY HOOK, New York University, Washing¬ 
ton Square, New York, H. Y., advised that he has known RORTY 
since the early 1930's. He said that RORTY, during the 1920's 
and 1930's, had allied himself in many causes with the Com¬ 
munists, but that he never knew him to be a member of the 
Communist Party. He said that RORTY had broken completely 
with the Communists in 1933 and has been strongly anti-Communist 
since that time. He said that RORTY has an acute social con¬ 
sciousness and is a strong supporter of democracy in all phases 
of life. He stated that RORTY is a man of strong principles, 
is thoroughly reliable, and is unquestionably loyal to this 
country. Professor HOOK advised that he would recommend the 
applicant without reservation for any position of trust with 
the government. 

Mr. SOL LEVITAS, editor of the "New Leader", an 
anti-Communist publication, 7 East 15th Street, New York, N. Y., 
advised that he has known RORTY for fifteen to twenty years. 

He stated that in the 1930's RORTY was aggressively anti-big 
. business and was always taking up the causes of minority groups 
whom he felt were being oppressed. He said -that often the 
causes which RORTY espouses were those of the "left wing", but 
that RORTY had never affiliated himself with the Communist 
Purty or the Socialists in the s&nse of being a Party member. 
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He said that ROHTY, during the 1920's and 1930's, was the 
product of an era, and that he had expressed his dissatis¬ 
factions with conditions as they were. He went on to say 
that it is his impression that RORTY is not anti-capitalist 
hut is anti-big business and its abuses. He described ROitTY 
as being vigorously anti-Communist in the last ten years, and 
has stated that the applicanthas great personal integrity, is 
thoroughly loyal to the United States, and has in recent years 
associated only with people who are anti-Communist in their 
viewpoints. Mr. LEVITAS advised that RORTY would be eminently 
qualified for a position of trust, especially if such a posi¬ 
tion concerned itself with combatting Communism. 


Mr. ELLIOTT COHEN, editor of the magazine, "Commentary", 
3*+ West 33d Street, New York, N. Y., advised that RORTY, during 
the 1930’s, was an independent radical. He said that the appli¬ 
cant was extremely social conscious and had always been a great 
champion of minority groups and labor. He further stated that 
RORTY has always been vitally concerned with civil liberties, 
and that on many occasions in,the past his support of various 
groups has been paralleled with that of the Communists. Mr. 

COHEN related that ROHTY's support of what he cqnsidered to be 
the oppressed^ and the underprivileged was a matter of his own 
personal philosophy and had no concern whatsoever with politics. 
Mr. COHEN went on to say that HORSY had been one of a group of 
writers who, "during the 1930's, had been disillusioned -with 
capitalism and had spoken out against the economic and social 
deficiencies of the system. He went on to say that rOETY has 
been stron?lv anti-Communist. for the last ten v^ars. He further 
stated that ROHTY and his wife are people of the greatest integ¬ 
rity and are above reproach in their loyalty to this country. 

He said that their associates are people whose loyalty has 
never been questioned and that he would recommend the applicant 
for any position of trust with the government. 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
in 19^1 advised that JAMES ROHTY was a member of the National 
Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners in December 

1931. 

* 

The "New York Times” on August 9? 10 and 12, 193 2 
carried articles which note that JAMES ROHTY, poet, resident 
of Westport, Connecticut, was one of the writers in the delegation 
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of the National Committee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners who tried to see President HOOVER re the treatment 
of bonus marchers. 

In an article entitled, “Operation Donald Duck", 
written by 10ITY and published in the October 1943 issue of 
“Plain Talk", RORTY mentions that in 1932 he was one of the 
writers who represented one of the “Communist-Liberal United 
Fronts" who went to see President HOOVER in connection with 
the bonus marchers, and went on to say that he and other 
writers were "stooging for the Communists". 

The National Committee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners has been declared by the Attorney General to come 
within the purview of Executive Order 933?. 

The November and December 1932 and the February, 
March, April and May 1933 copies of the "Student Review", 
published by the National Student League, note that JAMES 
FORTY was a contributing editor. 

The Gommittee on Un-American Activities, United 
States House of Representatives, on December 18, 1948 cited 
the National Student League as follows: 

1. "A 'front organization of the Communist Party 1 . 
(Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE in re HARRY 
BRIDGES, May 28, 1942, page 10) 

2. "The Communists' front organisation for students, 
about which EARL bROHDSR, former General Secre- 

. tarv of the Communist Party, said, 'From the 
beginning it has been clearly revolutionary in 
its program and activities'. 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report March 29, 1944, page 119; also cited in 
Renort January 3, 1939? page 80) ■ 

3. "A 'well-known Communist front'. 

(California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report 1943, page 99) 
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4. 1,1 The Communist Party has sought to win masses 

of student youth to the Party's objectives. 
Particular efforts' h?ve been made *** to organ¬ 
ise college students into a revolutionary 
organization. For this purpose bhe national 
Students League was created. *** The main office 
of the national Students League (since merged 
with the American Students Union) was shared 
with the Red Sport Union in Hew York, an 
avowed Communist organization, and upon the 
walls appealed the Soviet emblem of hammer and 
sickle.’ 

(Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, deport 1938, pages 135 and 52?) 

5. "A mass revolutionary student organization, 
(deport filed with Wisconsin Committee on the 
Investigation of Charges of Communistic Teach¬ 
ings and Other Subversive Activities. Wisconsin 
State Senate Journal, September 21, 1935> page 
24-15) 

,6. "A Communist student front. 

(GAPP-COUDERT Committee, Interim deport, 

December 1, 194-1, page 14-)" 

A pamphlet entitled, "Culture and the Crisis", put 
out in 1982 by the League of Professional Groups for FOSTER 
and FOOD, lists JAMAIS dORTY as a, member. FOSTER and FO?D 
were the Communist Party nominees for President and /ice 
President in the 1932 elections. The Communist Party has 
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 

The aforementioned pamphlet states that in September 
1932 a group of 50 American writers, painters, teachers and 
other professional workers declared their s+ipport of FOSTER 
and FO.dD and the Communist Party ticket in the 1932 national 
elections. In a statement given to the press this group 
denounced the major political parties and the Socialists and 
stated that "the only effective way to protest against the 
chaos, the wastefulness and the indescribable misery in the 
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present economic system is to vote for Communist candidates". 

It went on to say that the Communist Party alone worked to 
educate and organize classes dispossessed by the present 
system so as to make them an efficent instrument for estab¬ 
lishing a new society based on equal opportunities to work, 
equal distribution of income, and ownership by the people 
of the national resources. 

RORTY, in his article, "Operation Donald Duck", 
previously referred to, stated that he had been the secretary 
of the League of Professional Groups for FOSTER and FORD, and 
said that he had resigned. In this article RORTY stated that 
Dy 1933 he had learned that "the American Communist Party was 
neither democratic nor autocratic, but that it was the strictly 
controlled instrument of a totalitarian police state whose 
headquarters were in Moscow". 

A letter dated September 21, 1934 from the Communist 
League of America, 144 Second Avenue, Few York, IT. Y», ad¬ 
dressed to JAMES RORTY, Westport, Connecticut, addresses RORTY 
as "Dear Comrade RORTY", and enclosed a list of the contacts 
of the Communist League throughout the country. This letter 
was found in the possession of the applicant at the time ‘of 
his arrest at El Centro, California, on February 26, 1935* 

JAMES RORTY, in an article appearing in the "New 
York Post" on March 2, 1935, refers to his arrest in El Centro, 
California, and his subsequent expulsion from California, 
and explains that he had come into the Imperial '/alley as 
part of a nation-wide observation tour, and that the local 
authorities interpreted his interest in labor relations as 
dangerous radicalism, had arrested him and had run him out 
of the State. In this article RORTY points out that at the 
time of his arrest his car was searched and assorted radical 
literature had been taken therefrom. He subsequently mentioned 
that the sheriff had retained a list of the subscribers of the 
defunct, "Militant", an organ of the no longer existent Com¬ 
munist League of America, forwarded to him by the editor. He 
said that the editor had addressed him, then a member of the 
noxf defunct American Workers Party, as "Dear Comrade". 

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, 
advised on August 9, 1941 that the Trotskyites in the United 
States had been expelled from the Communist Party in 1928, 
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and had organized the Communist League of America. He went 
on to say that the policies and principles of the Trotskyites 
were generally more left wing and internationalist in charac¬ 
ter than the policies of the Si 1 ALIN-controlled Commurn st 
Paf’ty. This informant advised that during the latter part 
of 193 1 *- this group announced its break with the official 
Communist Party, and issued a call for the formation of a 
separate revolutionary party in opposition to and against 
all reactionary forces, including the Communist Party, U.S.A. 

4t that time, he said, another revolutionary group, 
the American Yorkers Party, existed, and this group joined 
with the Communist League of America and formed the Yorkers 
Party of the TT.s.A. This group, according to the informant, 
existed for only a short time, as TROTSKY decided that it 
should dissolve and its members should join the Socialist 
Parties in the respective countries. He went on to say that 
the majority of the members joined the Socialist Party, and 
the minority formed the Revolutionary Yorkers League of ' 
America, whose policies were extremely radical and revolution¬ 
ary. In 1939) according to this informant, the Revolutionary 
workers League of America split into two groups, with each 
one maintaining the name, one publishing a pamphlet called 
"Revolt", and the other one putting out "The Fighting Worker". 

The aforementioned briefed background information 
coneeunine the Revolutionary Yorkers League of America is 
set forth at this time inasmuch as reference is made to this 
oygarh nation later in the report. 

The Revolutionary Workers League of America has 
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 

A circular letter dated July 7) 193&, carrying the 
letterhead of the "Socialist Call", official campaign weekly 
of the Socialist Party, U.S.A., lists JAMBS uORTY as a con¬ 
tributor, according to Confidential Informant T-Y, of known 
reliability. 

Confidential Informant T-4, of known reliability, 
advises that a solicitation letter dated November 8, 1937 
ind±ca.tes that JAMES RO^TY was affiliated with the Pioneer 
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Publishers. Confidential Informant I 1 -5? of known reliability, 
has advised that the^Pioneer Publishers is wholly omed and 
controlled by the Socialist Workers Party. The Socialist 
Workers Party has been designated by the Attorney General as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

A solicitation letter carrying the letterhead, "Non- 
Partisan Committee for Defense of FRED BEAL, 19 West 44th 
Street", dated March 17, 1938, lists JAMES ROATY as a member. 
This letter states that the committee was formed to seek the 
release of FRED BEAL, holding that BEAL’s political views and 
activities were immaterial to the issue of whether BEAL was 
guilty of murder or not, and that the committee was interested 
in preventing an innocent man from being punished for trying 
to organize labor. Background information concerning the FRED 
BEAL case has been previously set forth under the comments of 
BENJAMIN STOLBERG. 

Confidential Informant T-4 advised that a handbill 
dated March 18, 1938 indicates that JAMES RORTY, writer, was 
scheduled to be a speaker at a "Mass Rally Against the Coming 
War", at the Manhattan Plaza, 66 East 4th Street, New York, 

N. Y. This handbill stated that the rally was "under the 
auspices of the Socialist Workers Party, 116 University Place, 
New York, N. Y. 

JAMES RORTY was the signer of a circular letter 
dated August 1, 1938 soliciting financial support for the 
raising of a fund of 4200 for the repatriation of RUSSELL 
BLACKWELL, an American militant who had just been released 
from Buena Vista Prison in Madrid and was at that time being 
detained at the American Consulate in Valencia. The return 
address of this circular was the Demos Press, 28 East 14th 
Street, New York, N.‘ Y. The Demos Press, 28 East l4th Street, 
was the publisher of "Revolt", the official organ of the 
Revolutionary Workers League of America, information concern¬ 
ing which has been previously set forth in this report. 

Concerning RUSSELL BLACKWELL, Confidential Informant 
T-6, another government agency which conducts security and 
intelligence investigations, in February 1941 advised that 
UJSSEL^RBLACKl-JELL had been a member of the Revolutionary 
Workers League of America, which they described as a small 
organization, but potent in extreme situations, and composed 
of highly trained leaders formerly of the official Communist 
Party. 
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Confidential Informant T -6 advised that JAMES KOnTY 
was one of the signers of a statement issued in 1939 by the 
League for Cultural Freedom and Socialism, which stated in 
part, ,: The idea of democracy must come to flower in a Socialist 
Democracy. In the revolutionary reconstruction of society lies 
the hope of the world, the promise of a free humanity, a new 
art, an unrestricted science." This informant advised that 
the League was composed of Trotskyites. 

The "Socialist Appeal", issue of June 6 , 1939 5 
carried an article entitled, "Left Wing Writers .Form League, 
Issue Manifesto - Condemn Stalinism, KOOK-DEWEY Committee as 
Catering to Socialist Reaction", and indicated that thirty 
established figures in American intellectual life announced the 
forming at that time of the League for Cultural Freedom and 
Socialism. The manifesto was addressed to all artists and 
writers who are concerned with the present drift of the United 
States to reaction and war, and contained the name, JAMES RORTY 
among the first signatories. 

The "Socialist Appeal" was published by the Socialist 
Workers Party until l$kO when its name was changed to "The 
Militant". It is to be noted that members of the Socialist 
Workers Party are commonly known as Trotskyites, and that the 
Socialist Workers Party comes under the purview of Executive 
Order 9835 . 


The author, in his article entitled, "Operation 
Donald Duck", states that during the mid 1930's ho and other 
New York Socialists and Liberals attempted to organize a third 
force on the intellectual front and called it the League for 
Cultural Freedom. In this article he points out that few of 
its members had even been "fellow-travelers", but that the 
organization failed, ostensibly for lack of money but actually 
because of the inability of its members to "agree on the 
obligations entailed by our citizenship in a capitalist demo¬ 
cracy or on the position occupied by the Communists in the 
political spectrum". 
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RORTY in his application notes that he is a member 
of the Authors League. Regarding the Authors League of America*, 
Confidential Informant T-22, another government agency which 
condp-dts personnel and security investigations, advised that 
the/Authors League of America is Communist infiltrated, and 
that some of its members are known to belong to the Communist 
Party. However, according to this informant, membership in 
the Authors League of America is not in itself indicative of 
Communist Party sympathies. 


Confidential Informant 1-13? of known reliability, 
advised that he had known RORTY years ago, but could not 
specifically comment concerning the applicant except to say 
that he is generally known in literary circles as being anti¬ 
communist. 


LOUIS 7*4 BUDEIJZ, Professor at Fordham University, 
and formerly editor of the "Daily Worker", advised SA WILLIAM 
J. MC CARTHY that he has known RORTY since the early 1930’s 
and that during the early 1930's he had visited at the home 
of RORTY prior to his, BUDEIJZ', entrance into the Communist 
Party in 1935* BUDEIJZ advised that he had never seenlRORTY 
after 1935? but heard RORTY mentioned at Communist Party head¬ 
quarters and at the "Daily Worker" as being anti-Communist 
and a Trotskyite. BUDEIJZ advised that he has never heard of 
RORTY as being anything except anti-Communist, but that because 
of the many years since he has had any contact with RORTY, he 
does not feel qualified to comment concerning RORTY*s present 
politics or loyalty. , 


JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, self-confessed Communist 
courier, advised SA*s THOMAS G. SPENCER and FRANCIS X. PLANT in 
1^-9 that he had first met JAMES RORTY in 1926 through-J1ICHAEL 
pOlsD , a well-known Communist, when both RORTY and GOLD had been " 
'editors of the "New'Masses' 1 . CHAMBERS went on to say that 
RORTY was not a Communist and had never become one. He des¬ 
cribed him "as being some kind of left of center liberal and 
I would not think that he was too far left of center". He said 
that he has only seen RORTY a half-dozen times thereafter. 
CHAMBERS went on to say that he believed that RORTY had been 
connected with the Tennessee Valley Authority in recent years 
'and had the impression that RORTY is an anti-Communist. 
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A form letter dated September 27, 1939 on the 
letterhead of the "Keep America Out of War Congress", 22 
East 17 th Street, Hew York, K. Y., refers to JAMES KORTY 
as being among those present at a meeting on September 21, 

1939 of a group of writers and publicists who were in general 
agreement with the program of the Keep America Out of War 
Congress. This, group met to discuss how they might be useful 
in the fight to stay out of war and refers to the fact that 
this group issued a publication called, "Uncensored". 

The letterhead of the "Hew York Committee of the 
Keep America Out of War Congress", 22 East 17 th Street, New 
York, N. Y., in September 1940 listed JAMES RORTY as a member 
of the New York Council. 

, The following information is set out regarding the 

j/Kee-p America Oat of War Congress: In April 1941 the Keep 
America “Out'of War Congress distributed literature in Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. advertising a meeting of the Congress to be held 
May 30, 31 5 and June 1, 1941. This pamphlet reflect that the 
KAOUC was launched in 1938 and organized to promote peace, to 
extend democracy and to strengthen security against v r ant. 

The circular stated that this organization worked for: 

1. An amendment to the Constitution to give the 
people the r ‘ight to vote for war or peace, and 
that in the meantime uongress should authorize 
an advisory referendum before it votes to declare 
war. 

2. A negotiated peace, not an appeasement to HITLER 1 
peace, *but a just peace for the belligerents and 
the conquered nations. 

3 . World cooperation among nations with justice for 
all. 

4. An extension of democracy, civil liberties, and 
security at home. 

The circular advised that the organization works 

against: 


1. Armament economy 
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2. Extension of conscription or allowing it to 
become permanent in peace time. 

3. Dangerous legislation that will draw us closer 
to the war. 


k* Intolerance, racial discrimination, denial of 
workers* rights, and infringement of freedom of 
speech. 


Among t^e members of the Governing Committee of th€"KAOffC 
was listed HOSMA-H^fOlSlS, a leading figure in the Socialist Party, U.S.A. 

In June 19l*l, Confidential Informant T-6 advised that the 
KAOWC was an anti-war, anti-convoy, and anti-British organization, 
and was connected with the Second National Anti-War Congress held 
in Washington, May 30 to June 1, 19i|l. This congress, according to 
the informant, was sponsored by the Anti-War Group headed by America First, 


A solicitation letter dated June 3, 19^1 on the letter¬ 
head of the "Committee for Emergency Aid to Refugees'* lists JA?tES 
RORTY as a sponsor* The letter indicates that the Committee for 
Emergency Aid to Refugees was a non-partisan body which was appealing 
for medicine, clothing, food, and money to help anti-Fascist refugees 
in Europe. 


The letterhead of the "New "orld Resettlement Fund, Inc.", 

2 .Jest U3d Street, New York, N. Y., in January l4il listed JA”E8 
RORTY as being one of the people behind this fund. A pamphlet issued, 
by this organization indicated that its purpose was to afford Spanish 
refugees a place of refuge in Ecuador. 

Miss SUZANNE LA FOLLETTE, previously referred to in this 
report, advised that the New World Resettlement Fund had as its 
aim the resettlement of European refugees in Central and South 
America, and was not made up of any particular political or ideological 
group. 


■ 30 - 
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The letterheads and circulars of the Workers Defense 
League in 1941, 1942 and 1943 list JAMES ilORTY as a member of 
the National Committee. The House Committee on Un-American 
Propaganda Activities in i'cs 1933 report, page 678 , reported 
that "just as the Communist Party has as its defense movement 
the International Labor Defense, so has the Socialist Party 
the Workers Defense League. The latter organization was formed 
in May 193& "by leading members of the Socialist Party. The 

Executive Committee of the League is - composed of Socialists 

and extreme left wingers". 

The "Daily Worker", issue of December 16 , 1944, con¬ 
tained an article by DOROTHY LOEB in which it was stated that 
"the League, which is solidly controlled by Trotskyites, NORMAN 
THOMAS Socialists, and Social Democrats, has long since estab¬ 
lished its direction. This can be summed up in the simple re¬ 
minder that this is the organization that is leading a fight 
in behalf of the eighteen Minneapolis Trotskyites jailed under 
federal conviction for sedition". 

The "Daily Worker" is a daily East Coast Communist 

nevfspaper. 


Confidential Informant T-8, of known reliability, 
advised in 1946 that the Workers Defence League was a front 
organization for the NORMAN THOMAS Socialists. 

A letter from Cooperative Distributors, 30 Irving 
Place, Hew York, N. Y., dated October 25, 1934, and addressed 
to Mr. JAMES ROHTY, U-eneral Delivery, Chicago, Illinois, was 
round in the applicant's possession at the time of his arrest 
in El Centro, California, on February 26, 1935* 

t 

Confidential Informant T-9, of known reliability, who 
is well-acquainted with business concerns in the New York area, 
advised that the Cooperative Distributors was an organization 
incorporated in November 1932, and is owned and operated by its 
member buyers. 

Confidential Informant T-10, of known reliabilitv, 
advised in 1942 that JAMES RORTY had been a conservative member 
of the Board of Directors of Cooperative Distributors. The 
informant went on to say that at its inception the Cooperative 
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Distributors was completely free of Communist Party domination, 
but that constant efforts had been made by the Communists to 
infiltrate between 1937 and 1941. This informant said that at 
this time seven of the fifteen directors were "extremely left 
wing", and this informant advised that in 1942 the conservative 
members of the board, JAMES ROR'i’Y among them, had wanted to 
liquidate the organization because of the control by this 
Communist element. • 

The letterhead of the "Post-War World Council", 112 
East 19th Street, New York, N. Y,, in 1942 listed JAMES HORTY 
as being a member of the National Committee. 

Mr. GEORGE J. MENTZER, American Jewish Committee, 

39 Broadway, Hew, York, N. Y., advised SA W. PAUL MC WHQRTER 
in 1944 that th e-'P'0 s t - War World Council was formerly known as- 
the<Provincial Committee for Democratic Peace and "Keep America 
Out of War Committee or Congress". He said the members of the 
organization were to fight against; war and to fight more for 
democracy at home. 

Confidential Informant T-ll, of unknown reliability, 
advised that the Post-War World Council was formed about 1941 
by NORMAN THOMAS. This informant advised that it was a pacifist 
organization and has distributed literature to that effect". 

The informant went on to say that its activities centered around 
NORMAN THOMAS and it was undoubtedly a Socialist front for those 
who had been opposed to our participation in the war and are 
generally known to have entertained pacifist tendencies. 

The Past-War World Council was the publisher of 
RORTY's pamphlets entitled, "Brother Jim Crow", in 1943, and 
"Saboteurs of Victory", in 1945* 

"Brother Jim Crow'.' is a pamphlet describing the present 
status of the negro in American industry, and decries the dis¬ 
crimination existing in many American industries. The article 
discusses the Fair Employment Practices Committee and sets out 
progress made in opening industries for negro employment. 

"Saboteurs of Victory", written by ROHTY in conjunction 
with one IRVINGjSARSHOP, is a pamphlet which discusses the danger 
of returning sdldiers being anti-labor in attitude because of 
unfavorable publicity given labor during the war. 
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A solicitation letter dated December 1, 19^2 carry¬ 
ing the letterhead of the "National Committee of the Civil 
Rights Defense Committee", 160 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y., 
lists JAMES RORTY as a member of this committee. This letter 
announces lhat an operetta was to be held to raise funds for 
Christmas presents for the children of the defendants in the 
Minneapolis sedition trial. It noted that it had been a year 
since the eighteen CIO trade unionists and Socialist Workers 
Party members had been convicted. 

Confidential Informant T-6 advised in 19^2 that 
JAMES RORTY was a member of the National Committee of the 
Civil Rights Defense Committee, and described this organiza¬ 
tion as a group which sought to aid the followers of TROTSKY, 
who were being tried for sedition in Minneapolis. This infor¬ 
mant advised that the inclusion of RORTY 1 s name on such a 
committee indicated that RORTY was not a supporter of the 
Communist Party which opposed the defendants. 

A form letter dated August 26, 19^3 lists JAMES 
RORTY as a member of the National Committee of the Civil 
Rights Defense Committee. This letter headed "Help Free 
KELLY POSTAL" solicited funds to aid KELLY POSTAL. 

Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliability, 
advised that KELLY^OSTAL had been a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party who was a union official of the Minneapolis 
Teamsters Local 5^-CIO, who was convicted of embezzlement 
of union funds in 19^3• This informant further advised that 
the Civil Rights Defense Committee was a Socialist Workers 
Party front organization. 

Confidential informant T-lk, a municipal agency 
which conducts security investigations, advised that JAMES 
RORTY’s name appeared on the sponsors' list of the CARLO TRESCA 
Memorial Meeting held at Webster Hall, New York City, on 
January 11, 1945. 

Confidential Informant T-15) of known reliability, 
advised that CARLO TRESCA, born in Italy in’1879? had come to 
the United States in 1904, and has through the years been 
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considered an anarchist and labor agitator. TRESCA was the 
editor of "II Martello", an anarchist newspaper published in 
New York City. According to this informant, TRE3CA was anti- 
Fascist and anfci-Communist, and that he was assassinated in 
New York City on January 11, 19^3* 

Confidential Informants T-l6, T-17, T-13, 1-19> 1-20 
and 1-21, of known reliability, who are well-acquainted with 
the more prominent Communists in the New York area, could fur¬ 
nish no information concerning JAMES 10R1Y. 


Confidential Informant 1-22 advised that they could 
add no additional pertinent information to that already known. 

Mr. HOWARD BELL, Postmaster, Nonstock',' Mew"York/ 
advised SA LOUIS P. HURLEY that Mrs. EVA/BEARD, the applicant’s 
sister, lived alone on the Woodstock West Hurley Road, and is 
regarded as being of questionable mentality. He said that he 
is not acquainted with the applicant and knew of nothing which 
would reflect on the loyalty of the applicant’s sister. 

Mr, RICHARD BRONSON, Assistant to the Postmaster, 
furnished the same information concerning Mrs. EVA BEARD. 

Mr. BELL advised that Mrs. MARIAN BULLARD, another 
sister of the applicant who resided in Woodstock, ha$ recently 
died. Mrs. BULLARD was a writer who kept to herself, and 
nothing of a derogatory nature had ever come to his attention. 


Miss GRACE RYEA, Middletown High School, advised 
SA HURLEY that JAMES rtORl'Y had graduated from the high school 
in 1903. She said that the R0.RTY family had been prominent in 
the community and had enjoyed an excellent reputation in all 
respects. She said that the applicant had not lived in Middle- 


town since his youth, and she could, therefore, not comment 
concerning him. She stated one sister of RORTY had recently 


died and that another still resided in the vicinity. 


Confidential Informant T-23, of known reliability, 
advised that Mrs. EVA BEARD had been a patient at the Hospital 
for the Insane in Middletown in 19^2 and 19^3 > and went on to 
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say that she had teen committed "because of "delusions", lf but that 
she had been released after making a satisfactory adjustment. 
This informant went on to say that Mrs. BEARD's maternal aunt, 
three paternal uncles, as well as a deceased brother, whose 
names were not known to him, had been insane. This infox*mant 
wont on to say that he had known the RORTY family from its 
long residence in Goshen and Middletown and advised that it 
was a prominent and well-known family. This informant related 
that the family was regarded as "brilliant intellectually" and 
also as "eccentric,". He went on to say that he could not 
amplify or be specific in his comments. This informant further 
stated that he is not acquainted with the applicant or his wife 
J b-'d never heard anything which would reflect adversely on 
lovnlty of any of the members of the RORTY family. 

CREDIT 


Rec ords of the Credi t Bureau of Greater New York, 
checked mv SA l I reflect a satisfactory credit 

rating for RORTY and his wife, and contain no pertinent infor¬ 
mation ns w their background. 

LEONARD BELMORE, Identification Officer, Ulster 
County Chnriyf 1 s Office, Kingston, Hew York,- advised BA LOUIS F. 
HURLEY ti'g t there is no commercial credit check available on 
residence <-.f oodstock, New York. 

CRIMINAL 


records of the Hew Yor 1 ’ City Police Department, 
checked by S4 AUGUST J. MICEK, contain no criminal record for 
RORTY or his wife. 

Mr. LEONARD BSLMORE, Identification Officer, Ulster 
County Sheriff's Office, Kingston, New Yotk, advised SA HURLEY 
that he could locate no criminal record on the applicant or Mrs. 
BULLARD or Mrs. BEARD, the sisters of the applicant. 

Detective Sergeant DONALD B. YORK, Middle town Police 
Department, advised SA HURLEY that he could locate no arrest 
record on the applicant or his family. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


<? 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


which devotes space to JAMES 10RTY among other Americans. 
Issues of this publication were forwarded to the Bureau by 
letter of August 26, 1942. It is requested that the Bureau 
review the appropriate section of this magazine for informa¬ 
tion contained therein concerning JAMES RORTY. 

The material contained in New Yofk letter of 
April 17, 1926 in the case entitled, "Re: Communist Acti¬ 
vities, New York File 61-3", has been destroyed. It is 
therefore requested that the Bureau review this letter for 
information concerning JAMES RORTY. 
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tioned in 
New York, 




CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


'The identities of the Confidential Informants men- 
the renort of SA JOHN B. BJOBKLUND, JB., dated at 
February 6, 1951, are as follows: 


T-l 


T-2 


T-3 


T-4 

T-5 

T-6 

T-7 

T-8 


T-9 

T-10 


^ New York, N. Y. 


Confidential Informant 
who was mentioned in tne report of 
SA F. H. SCliMIDT, dated January 29, 
1941, at Chicago, entitled, "National 
Committee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners". 


| who furnished the infor- 
mation to the Detroit Office August 9, 
1941, in connection with the case en¬ 
titled, "devolutionary Workers League 
of America". 

Bureau letter in instant case. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


ONI, 3h Naval District. 


, known to the Bureau. 


4 

, i 

\ new xork. 

N. Y. 



__._ 

-\ 

/ Nrw Y nr It. N. Y.J 

\ 


_A 
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T-ll 

T-12 

T-13 

T-14 

T-15 

T-16 

T-17 

T-18 

T-19 

T-20 

T-21 

T-22 

T-23 

T-24 


ClITFIDJNTIAL INFORMANTS (Contjd] 


J 4 ew Yor4, BA y7" 


A 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


«WW THTEC 01 by ronce Department. 


Bureau of Special Services and Investiga¬ 
tion, Hew iork City Police Department, 
contacted by SA AUGUST J. MICKK. 


Bureau 

19 ^ 3 , 

I Rt.t.PT t.n TJpt,t V, 

re 

>rk, January 28, 


contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 



b6 

b7C 


b7D 


G-2, 1st Army Headquarters, Governors island, 
contacted by SA JOHN J. DIXSON. 


J Middletown, Hew York. 


1 


Information furnished the Washington Field 
Office by Confidential Informant S-3, which 
supposedly came from a report furnished the 
Japanese Consul in Los Angeles by an employee 
of Amtorg during 1938. Authenticity of this 
report was not established. See report of 
SA R. W. WALL, dated August 25, 1941, at 
Washington, D. C., re Amtorg Trading Cornora- 
tion. 
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WASHINGTON S32 FROM SAN FRANCISCO 
DiamOR FBI 


2-9-51 


6-30 PM 
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\!r. sj-j i > 
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JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, AKA, VO A. REBUFILE ONE TWO THREE DASH SEVEN TWO 
FOUR EIGHT* REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED AMSD FEB. THIRTEEN NEXT. 

KIMBALL 

END AND HOLD PLS 
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RECORDED -If ' 7 * t % 

; Mr 26 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office IS/Lerm » ndum . united sta - - p 4 

umiJlu bl AiEg GOVERNMENT 

gVV'SAc jy, %iy X~U> (Your fUe , EATE . 


director, FBI 


subject : J OSWAJs* 


i 



deadline in this eaqp > 10 ^ , £ 

received a report. You are in?? 336 ? f ld the Bureau has not 
a report. l/the even? TreZtZTt t0 immediate ^ aub.it 
should make a notation of thedlt^ “ Submitted ’ you 
on this letter and reWn 

Report submitted.... 

Report will be submitted ^ jC^ 

Reason for delay. , / 

—7- - - \ dJLiz ? ? 7 

// / 1 -- _ A 


WOT RBCODDEd 
i3i-MAS3iiu...iJir 


( X Advise Bureau re status of t his case.. 

( > Advise Bureau when report- may be expected. 
(Cl Surep immediately. 
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-etna acknowledgment of 1 
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WASHINGTON FROM SFRAN SlO 
'DIRECTOR 



2-15-51 



11-13 AM 


DEFERRED 


o 

JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, AKA* VOA. REBUFILE ONE TWENTY THREE - SEVEN 
TWO FOUR EIGHT* ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION NECESSARY. REPORT WILL 
BE SUBMITTED AMSD FEB. NINETEENTH NEXT* 
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KIMBALL 

EX. - 83 
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1AR 26 1951 
79 


y-y-// 

,1 


HOLD 
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Date: February 21, 19J& 

To: Mr. Donald L. Nicholson 

Chief 

Division of Security 
Department of State 
515 Twenty-second Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 



PERSONAL AND C O NFIDE! 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: 


T 'FCC-K rCETI 

SPECIAL INaifBiT - STATE DFPArTiSNT 
Public La' 1 . 1<0C, loth Congress 
(70i;..a c- .v'fxg’) 


There are transmitted herewith clave V reports covering the 

investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning"the above-named person: 

Applicant was first associated with Communist Groups in late 1920 and 
early 1930's. He then became associated with Socialist Workers Party Groups 
and later Socialist Groups. See pages 29 through 3h of the New York report. 

Information re association with Socialist Groups is left in to show 
\ his political changes. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 
REPORT MADE AT I 


FILE NO. 101-2622 


REPORT MADE BY 


ELSU1I G. HEDGES, SA Ibh 


• MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

mwQimrrainn n p o 12/18,20,21,25,2 9 /$ 0 $ 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2/15/51 I 1/2,6,9,11,13,17,! ELS®- 1 C. HEDGES, SA 

19)26f21) 2%ir 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

' SPECIAL INQUIRY, STATE 

JAMES HANCOCK RORTY \J DEPARTMENT, Public Law U02 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


JAMES HANCOCK RORTY \J 
aka James Rorty, James H. Rorty 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


. EEC;'I). 

>'T r:.LL. 
» / - * . 


80th Congress 
TVOiCE OF AMERICA] 


Background information from "who 1 s Who in 
America" set forth. Files of Security v 
Division, Department of State, contain a 
form number 57 in which applicant furnished.;' 
following information: Resigned as editor ' ’ 

in 1926 from "New Masses", described herein, 
because of "political differences"; furn¬ 
ished answer of "no" to Question related to 
being member of CP or any Communist organ¬ 
ization; served during 1932 and 1933 as 
Secretary of League of Professional Groups . . 
for FOSTER and FORD..."Tried to work in a ‘ Q, 
kind of united front in the CP"; 'iresigned 
and denounced the CP in 1933•" Book by RORTY * I 
entitled "Where Life is Better" in 1936, con¬ 
tains following comments: RORTY stated he 
appreciated the compliment that an individual 
was convinced he was a "Revolutionary", a 
'Communist", but he is not a member of the CP; 
stated he held "radical and social views" to 
which he was fully entitled; stated he was 
convinced an American writer cannot fully dis¬ 
charge responsibilities if he accepts the 
discipline of ary revolutionary party or the 
implicit bribes involved in the acceptance of 
well paid literary employment offered to him 
under Capitalism; has at various times attempted 
to aid and support the activities of the CP and 
the Workers' Party and shall continue to do so; 
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his function is to tell the truth, for example, 
telling that the GP does not always tell the 
truth; has great respect for many members and 
sympathisers of the CP, but disagrees profoundly 
with many of their politics and tactics; for this 
he has been denounced in the Communist press as 
a "counter-revolutionary." Relating to the 
question of "Why build a revolutionary movement?" 
stated that the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the 
Capitalist economy and Capitalist culture is 
imminent; it is therefore necessary to erect 
scaffolding of a revolutionary receivership to 
take over the bankruptcy; stated it is not true 
that revolutionaries destroy the State power; social 
revolutionaries can and do take power only when the 
Capitalistic State has destroyed itself. EORTY, 
in an article in 19V? entitled "To a 'Friend of the 
Soviets 1 ", admonishes individual for accepting and 
believing "Communist propaganda"; states he knows 
the individual to be misinformed and deceived. 

Reference LEVINE recommends. T-l of unknown 
reliability, advised in 191+2 that RORTY said he 
was never a Communist but had worked for the CP; 

T-l also stated in 191+2 RORTY' s attitude indicated 
he favored the "New Order in Germany". Files of 
WPD contain copy of letterhead, dated July 19, 1933 > 
bearing the name of JAMES RORTY, of the National 
Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners, 
which has been described within purview of Executive 
Order 9335. Files of HCUA reflect JAJ1LC RORTY listed 
as contributer to the following periodicals described 
herein; "The Liberator", "Voice of Labor", and "New 
Masses". Files of HCUA also reflected pamphlet 
published in 1932 for the League of Professional Groups 
for FOSTER and FORD, which pledged the support in 
the national election to the CP and its candidates, 
included the name of JAMES RORTY. Files of CSC and 
G-2 contain no additional pertinent information not 
otherwise set forth in this report. Passport issued 
RORTY in December, 1950 for the purpose of travel to 
South America. T-2, of unknown reliability, adviced 
in 1932 that JAMES EORTY, Secretary of the League 
of Professional Groups, was associated with a 
"Hunger March" to Washington, D. C. in which part 
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of the participants were members and organizers 
of the CP. Files of Credit Bureau negative. 

T-3, of known reliability, who has a personal 
knowledge of many national and local Communists, 
advised RORTY is not known to him as a member 
of the CP. Other confidential informants, con¬ 
versant with activities of the CP, can furnish 
no information concerning RORTY. 


- RUC - 

REFERENCES: Bureau file 123-72i;8. 

Bureau letter dated December 12, 1950. 
New Haven letter dated December lU, 1950. 
New York letter dated January 5, 1951. 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The 1950-1951 edition of "Who ’s Who in America" contains 
the following information concerning JAMES RORTY, identified as 
born March 30 , 1890; author of "Childreh of the Sun," 1926, "Our 
Master 1 s Voice", 193UT^ ri Order on the Air", 1934, "Where Life is 
Better", 1936, "American Medicine Mobolizes", 1939, and "Tomorrow*s 
Food" (with J. PHILIP NORMAN), 1947. 

"The Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature", maintained 
by the Library of Congress, which contains an index to certain 
periodicals, reflects that more than one hundred fifty articles and 
poems had been written under the name of JAMES RORTY from 1915 to 
1950. These poems and articles appeared in the following magazines: 
Nation, Literary Digest, Survey, Century, Sunset, Harper’s Magazine, 
Saturday Review of Literature, Overland Monthly, Independent, New 
Republic, American Mercury, Commonweal,Parents’ Magazine, Poetry, 
Forum, Current History, Scholastic, Collier’s, Ladies Home Journal, 
Science Digest, and Reader’s Digest. 

Files of the Security Division, Department of State con¬ 
tain an application form number 57, dated October 10, 1950, signed 
by JAMES RORTY, which included the following information: Editor 
from 192U to 1926 for "New Masses" and "resigned because of political 
differences"; contains answer of "no" relating to question "are you 
now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party in the 
U.S.A., or ary Communist organizations?"; "for about 9 months from 
Sept., 1932 to May, 1933, I was Secretary of the League of Profess¬ 
ional Groups for FOSTER and FORD (after the 1932 election, the 
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League of Professional Groups. This was a collection of writers, 
artists, teachers, liberal and socialist, who tried to work in a 
kind of united front with the Communist rarty. Most of them fought 
with the CP hacks (BROWER and HATHAWAY especially, almost from 
the beginning* Much of my knowledge of Communist ideas and tactics, 
which would be useful in this job, was obtained during this period. 

I resigned and denounced the CP in May, 1933* 11 

The Communist Party has been declared within the purview of 
Executive Order 9335* 

"Hew Masses" was described as a "Communist periodical" by 
Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE, as set forth in the Congressional 
Record on September U> 1942. 


Report dated March 29, 19W* of the Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities describes "Hew Masses" as the "national 
circulated weekly journal of the Communist Party, whose ownership 
is vested in the American Fund for Public Service. 


"' ."’Where Life is Better", copyrighted in 1936, is the only 
book by RORTY reviewed by the writer. A chapter in this book entitle 
"Bread and Butter Letter" consisted in its entirety of a letter from 
RORTY to "Mr. ROBERT"WARE, Sheriff of Imperial County, (the lowest 
down sheriff’s office in the world) EL Centro, Calif. , which has 
.a? » salutation "Dear Comrade Ware." This letter was apparently 
written as a result of FORTY’S having been in the hi Centro jail 
Hirrinp- a strike of lettuce packers in 1934, wmeh alleges./ 

was duly authorized to cover as a Journalist for vno puo-u.c~tC.i-.is, 

The following statement appears on page 318: "You are convinced, 

Comrade Y/are, that I was a Revolutionary, a Comunist. I appreciate 
the compliment, I assure you, but in all fairness I must decline it. 

I am not a member of the Communist Party, or the Workers party , or 
of any other revolutionary group." 

The following statement appears on page 320: "I was exactly 
what I described myself to be: a writer employed, at the moment, ,o 
do a particular job of reporting. Over and above that, j s a 
united States citizen, holding racial and social views to which ^ 
was fully entitled, under the law, to hold and express. I happen 
to believe that a writer owes a responsibility to the written word 
which he cannot violate without stultifying himsel- and destroying 
his usefulness to civilization and I am convinced that at present. 


- k 





WO 101-2622 



and for the immediate future, an American writer cannot fully dis¬ 
charge that responsibility if he accepts ihe discipline of any 
existing revolutionary party or the implicit bribes involved in 
the acceptance of most of the well paid literary employment offered 
to him under Capitalism. 

"At various times I have attempted to aid and support the 
activities of the Communist Party, the Workers' Party, and the 
Socialist Party and shall continue to do so, but not at the sacrifice 
of my particular function, which is to tell the truth as I see it. 

Telling the truth means, for instance, telling that the Communist 
Party does not always tell the truth. It means repudiating the lie 
as a tactic, whether used by Capitalists, Fascists, Socialists or 
Communists, or whatever faction. 

"Do X make myself clear. Comrade Ware? I have made myself 
very clear to the Communist Party, for marry of whose members and 
sympathizers X have great respect, although I disagree profoundly 
with many of their politics and tactics. For this I have been 
denounced in the Communist press as 'counter-revolutionary, potential 
Fascist', etc. - factional canards that no intelligent person takes 
seriously, not even their Party disciplined authors. They have not 
deterred me from continuing to point out that the ' ends-justify-the- 
means' philosophy to validate such tactics is not truly Communistic 
but fanatical, Jesuitical and highly dangerous to the building of a 
sound revolutionary movement. 

"By this time. Comrade Ware, i imagine you are npetty much 
bewildered, Xou are asking - Why build a revolutionary movement at 
all? Because the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the Capitalist 
economy and the Capitalist culture is, in my opinion, imminent. It 
is therefore necessary to erect the scaffolding of a revolutionary 
receivership that mil be strong enough, and sound enough, and honest 
enough to take over the bankruptcy and exercise sanely and creatively 
the power that the logic of events will ultimately place in its hands. 

"It is not true that revolutionaries destroy the State power. 
Comrade Ware. Social revolutionaries can and do take power only when 
the Capitalist State destroys itself, when power and responsibility 
are to be had almost for the asking, and when only revolutionaries have 
enough moral and intellectual integrity left to essay the gigantic 
task of reconstruction." 
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The Workers' Party of America has been declared ’within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835♦ 

An article entitled "To a 'Friend of the Soviets' « by JAMES 
RORTY in the Commonwealth Magazine of January 10, 19i|7 is the only 
article by RORTY reviewed by the writer* In this article, RORTY 
admonishes an American citizen for apparently accepting and oelieving 
"Communist propaganda" and as becoming a functioning part of the 
"disposable apparatus of Communist propaganda and pressure in this 
.country". In this article, RORTY concluded that he quite definitely 
knows this individual to be misinformed and deceived. 


REFERENCE 



ISAAC DON LEVINE, 3029 Cambridge Place, N.«V., advised he 
has known the applicant well for eight years although he possibly 
met him for the first time approximately twenty-five years ago. He 
said he became well acquainted with RORTY in agoroximately 19h3, 
when RORTY collaborated with and assisted RUTRMlTCHSLL, the sister 
of General BILLY MITCHELL, in the editing of a book about Yugoslavia. 
LEVINE said tins book was strongly "anti-Tito", explaining he meant 
it -was strongly 'buti—Communist." LEVINE added that RORTY recently 
completed an article concerning race riots at Peekskill, New jork 
which was also strongly "anti-Communist". Lr<vJ.JE state*. that the 
publication "Plain Truth" has published several articles written by 
RORTY. He stated that RORTY is "well marked" in his. waitings _ as 
an "anti—Communist", and that during his close acquaintance "with 
RORTY during the past eight years, he has found him to be consistently 
"anti-Communist". He stated RORTY is very honest, sincere, and he 
has no hesitation in recommending him for a position of trust with the 
Government« He added that he knows nothing unfavorable concerning 
RORTY. 


Relating to the identity of ISAAC DON LEVINE, The Hearings 
Regarding Communist Espionage in the U.S. Government, 80th Congress, 
before the Committee on Un—Agjgrican Activities, reflects that on 
Becemember 8, 19^8 ISAAC DON’ LEVINE described himself in testimony 
as a writer and editor, having written books dealing with the history 
of the Russian Revolution. He stated that since October, 1914-6, he nas 
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edited an “anti-Coraminist and anti-Fascist political review of strong 
liberal, true liberal tendencies'* named “Plain Talk". He further 
advised he arranged for an interview of JAY <7!HTTAK3R CHA.YBERS on 
September 2, 1939 with ADOLPH BIBLE, the Assistant Secretary of State, 
and accompanied CHARBjRS when CHAMBERS related to BERL2 his knowledge 
of persons iu the United States Government who 'were Communists or 
has Communists sympathies. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The follovdng information was received in 19i*2i 

T-l became acquainted with RORTY through her husband who 
had gone to school with RORTYJ T-l's family and RORTY's family both 
later lived in Connecticut and visited one another on widely separated 
occasions * T-l stated that she did not know where RORTY worked during 
this period, which was during the early 1930's, but he worked for the 
Communist Party, presumably out of New York at one time. T-l stated 
this information was secured from her husband and she does not know 
where her husband secured the information* T-l stated she was never 
very friendly with FORTY and knew nothing of his personal life* T-l 
stated she later moved to Washington, U. C» and that during the Winters 
of 19lLL and 19i|2, RORTY made frequent trips to Washington on business, 
although she did not know -with whom the business -was related. RORTY 
had little money at that tine and T-l permitted him to stay in her 
home in order to reduce expenses. RORTY stated during this time that 
he believed the “New Order “ would work in Europe and, although he was 
careful not to say whether he sympathized with the “New Order of 
Germany", his whole attitude and implications were that he did favor it. 
In February, lok2, RORTY made statements to T-l “against the Roosevelt 
family'* and said thvt they had been fostering Communism in this country, 
and that the communists would seen have the country under their con¬ 
trol which will be a national calamity. T-l replied to this statement 
by saying that she thought RORTY was a Communist, and he said he was 
never a Communist but only worked for the Communist Party. 

Confidential informant T-l was currently recontacted and 
stated she could furnish no additional pertinent information concerning 
the applicant's loyalty to the United States. T-l stated her husband 
is not available for interview due to his presently being in Germany* 

She stated that in 19^2 whe came to the conclusion that the applicant 
sympathized with the Nazi regime in Germany, although he had previously 
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indicated that he had been employed by the Communist Party* She 
said that she had no faith in the integrity of any individual whose 
sympathies valued to that extent and, for that reason, she could 
not recommend him for a position of trust with the Governments She 
added that she has not seen the applicant since 19^2• 

The files of the Washington Police Department contained a 
copy of a letterhead,dated July 19, 1933,of the "National Committee 
for the Defense of Political Prisoners.' 1 The name of J AMES RORTY 
was included on this letterhead under the heading "National Committee". 

National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners has 
been declared as coining within the purview of Executive Order 9835* 

The files of the Washington Police Department contain no 
additional pertinent information concerning JAMES RORTY not otherwise 
set forth in this report. 

The files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
contain card records reflecting that one JAMES RORTY contributed to 
the publication "The Liberator" in issues for July, 1922, June, 1923, 
September, 1923, February, 192U, and June, 1921;. 

The report of the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
dated June 25, 19l;2, describes "The Liberator" as a "Communist magazine". 

Files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities also 
contain a card record reflecting that one JAMES EjETY »as a contributor 
to the issue dated May 5, 1922 of the "Voice of Labor". 

A report of the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, 
dated April 1, 19i;7, describes the "Voice of Labor" as the "official 
organ of the Workers' Party of America." 

The files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities con¬ 
tain issues of the publication, "New Masses", for September, 1927, June, 
1928, and July, 1932. The name of JAMES RORTY is listed as a contributing 
editor in the issue of June, 1928, and as a contributer in the issues 
of September, 1927 and for July, 1932* 

"New Masses" and the Workers' Party of America have previously 
been described in this report. 
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The files of the House Committee on Tin-American Activities 
include Appendix IX, "Communist Front Organizations," of the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 78th Congress. On page 1000 
of Appendix IX, there is included a pamphlet entitled "Culture and 
the published in. 193? tor the Leagne of Professional CrOHOS 

for FOSTER and FORD, in which "support in the national election to 
the Communist Party and its candidates, RILLIAM Z.FOSTER and JAMES 
IV. FORD", was pledged. The name of one JAMES RORTX is included in a 
list of names in this pamphlet beneath the above mentioned pledge. 

Files of the Civil Service Commission and G-2, Department 
of the Amy, contain no additional pertinent information concerning the 
applicant not otherwise set forth in this report. 

The files of the Passport Division, Department of State, 
reflect that passport number NY 21871 was issued to JAMES HANCOCK 
RORTY on December 22, 1950. Application for this passport reflects 
that he was born on March 30, 1890 at Middletown, New Yoikj that he 
intended to depart from New York on January 9, 1951 for travel to 
Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, El Salvador, and Costa Rica. The appli¬ 
cation reflects the purpose of this travel to be "business and writing 
report for United Fruit Company", and that the travel will extend for 
a Deriod of two months. No unfavorable information was noted in the 
file. 


Confidential informant T-2, of unknown reliability, advised 
that a "Hunger March" to Washington, D. C. was staged in December, 1932 
in which part of the participants were members and organizers of the 
Communist Party. T-2 stated that the members of the League of Prof¬ 
essional Groups, previously mentioned in this report, handled publicity 


and other matters in connection 


with the '••'tlux'oli' 3 . lie said that the 


Secretary of the League of Professional Groups, JAMES EGRTY, appealed 
to the participating marchers to keep notes of happenings during the 
"March". He added that JAMES RORTY was in Washington, D. C. after the 
marchers reached Washington, D. C. 


The files of the Credit Bureau contained no record of RORTY. 


Confidential informant T-3, of known reliability, who was for 
some years extremely active in the affairs of the Communist Party and 
has a personal knowledge of many national and local Communists, advised 
that RORTY is not known to him as a member of the Communist Party. 

Confidential informants T-li, T-5, and T-6, of known reliability, 
who are conversant with the activities of the Communist Party in this 
area, advised that they could furnish no information concerning RORTY. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


It is noted that reference Bureau letter reflects that the 
name of JAMES RORTY appears in Dies Committee Report Number one, 
pages 380 and 530. The information on page 380 is the same inform¬ 
ation as set forth in the details of this report from Appendix IX from 
HCUA. The information on page 530 is not considered pertinent for 
insertion in the details of this report since it reflects that the 
name of JAMES P.ORTY is included on a committee which is listed therein 
as affiliated with the American Civil Liberties Union. 

It is noted that the report of Special Agent THOMAS G. SPENCER, 
dated May 11, 1 9h9 at New York, New York, entitled in part "JAY DAVID 
“WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, Perjury, Espionage - R, reveals that CHAMBERS 
advised Special Agent THOMAS G. SPENCER in 19li9 that he would describe 
JAMES RORTY as being "seme kind of left of center liberal, and I would 
not think that he was too far left of center....It is also my impression 
that he is anti-Communist." 

It is noted that Bureau letter dated June 17, 19^2, entitled 
"JAMES RORTY, Internal Security, Hatch Act", reflects that Dr. RAY DAVIS, 
of the Snithsonian Institution, furnished information to the Bureau to the 
effect that RORTY had made a number of inflammatory and radical state¬ 
ments which were extremely pro-Russian and, at the same time, critical 
of the United States. These statements were allegedly made in the home 
of T-l. This information was not set forth in the details of this re¬ 
port since Pure an letter dated June 17, 19k2 reflects he declined to 
give the exact content of RORTY*s statements, advising that T-l had 
made careful note of the statements. 

T-l currently advised that Dr. RAY DAVIS is a Professor at 
an unknown university on the Pacific Coast and she does not know his 
present address. T-l also currently advised that RORTY did not make 
"pro-Russian 1 * statements or statements critical of the United States 
at the dinner party in 19l*2, which Dr. DAVIS attended, but instead 
was "anti-Communist" at that time. 

T-l advised she did not desire to furnish a signed statement 
or appear before a Loyalty Hearing Board. This information was hot 
placed in the details of this report since it was not considered pert¬ 
inent inasmuch as she furnished no substantive loyalty information 
concerning RORTY which did not appear in the book entitled "“Where 
Life is Better" as set forth in this report. 


Credit Bureau was checked by Special Employee |_ 

Passport Division was checked by Special Employee 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


T-l - 


■who currently 
;he State 


advised that her husband is employed by 
Department in Germany, and who requested that her 
identity not be divulged. 


T-2 - 

Reports relating to the "Hunger March" incidents dated 
in December, 1932, photostatic copies of which were 
furnished to this office by the Bureau in instant case. 

T-3 - 


is contacted by Special Agent 


i 

i 


is contacted by .Special Agent 

L 

T-6 - 


, as contacted by Special Agent^ 

T-6 - 


is contacted by Special Agent JOSEPH KELLER. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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edited, an "auli-Communist and anti-Fascist political review of strong 
liberal, true liberal tendencies” named "Plain Truth". He further 
advised he arranged for an interview of JAY WHITTAKER CHAMBERS on 
September 2, 1939 with ADOLPH PERLE, the Assistant Secretary of State, 
and accompanied CHAMBERS when CHAMBERS related to BERLE his knowledge 
of persons in the United States Government who were Comunists or 
had Communist sympathies* 


* MISCELLANEOUS 

During the portion of investigation by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in 1942, confidential informant T-l, of unknown 
reliability, furnished the following information concerning the 
applicant: 

T-l became acquainted with RORTY through her husband who 
had gone to school with RORTI; T-l‘s family and RORTI*s family both 
later lived in Connecticut and visited one another on widely separated 
occasions; T-l stated that she did not know where RORTY worked during 
this period, which was during the early 1930*s, but he worked for the 
Communist Party, presumably out of New York at one time* T-l stated 
this information was secured from her husband and she does not know 
where her husband secured the information; T-l stated she was never 
very friendly with RORTY and knew nothing of his personal life. T-l 
stated she later moved to 'Washington, P. n. and that during the Winters 
of 19iil and 1942, KOftlx made frequent trips to Washington on business, 
although she did not know with whom the business was related* LDRIY 
had little money at that time and T-l permitted him to stay in her 
home in order to reduce expenses. RORTY stated during this time that 
he believed the "New Order" would work in Europe and, although he was 
careful not to say -whether he sympathized with the "New; Order of 
Germany", his whole attitude and implications were that he did favor it* 
In February, 1942, RORTI made statements to T-l "against the Roosevelt 
family" and said that they had been fostering Communism in this country, 
and that the Communists would soon have the country under their con¬ 
trol which will be a national calamity. T-l replied to this statement 
by saying that she thought RORTY was a Communist, and he said he was 
never a Communist but only worked for the Communist Party. 

Confidential informant T-l was currently recontacted and 
stated she could furnish no additional pertinent information concerning 
the applicant*s loyalty to the United States. T-l stated her husband 
is not available for interview due to his presently being in Germany. 

She stated that in 1942 she came to the conclusion that the applicant 
sympathized with the Nazi regime in Germany, although he had previously 
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SAD, LOS AHGBLB8 ’ f ; February 25, 1951 

SAC, SAN FiUHOISCO V v * 

o ' ' r ••• < V 

JAMES HANCOCK RCfiTT, aka TV . 

SFBCIAL INrtJIRY - STATE EKPARTHEKT ■: .. ■ • V . 

Public Law 402, 80th Congresa 

VOICE OF AMERICA . 

Re» San Diego letter to Hew York dated 12/26/60* 

• ** 0 . : * ‘ , 

Inclosed herewith are photoetatio copies of two letters or 
documents obtained on February 26, 1956 at El Centro, California at 
the time the applloant was arrested and held for investigation. These 
documents were furnished by the San Diego Division and printed under 
the letterhead of the Son-Partisan Labor Defense, Room 459, Mills 
Building, Sfm Francisco, California and dated February 1, 1956, 

JAMBS ROfiTT is one of toe signers of toe documents. 


In substance, the Son-Partisan Labor Defense is acting in behalf 
of and soliciting funds for one IQFMAMulIII, who was on trial in Sacra¬ 
mento in 1956 with seventeen other defendants on charges of violation of 
the California Criminal Syndicalism Act, It say be noted that on April 
10, 1956 XXSX was sentenced to one to fourteen years at San Cusntin for 
conspiracy to commit criminal syndicalism. He was paroled April 28, 1956. 


Informan t hag advi sed tost Mill Is presently lecturing under toe 
auspices of DIciaCCCMBSS, Counsel for the California Senate Un-American 
Activities Cojmdttes. C00HBE8 resides at 416 W. Race St., Visalia, 
California, and his offloss are in Fresno, Californio, the ezaot address 

unknown, .» 

, - - * % 

The applloant was born March 50, 1690 at Middletown, Hot York, 

He has been variously employed as a newspaper correspondent, for toe 
Hew York Poet and the Kation, and as Editor of the Hew Masses# Me 

has also been self-employed as a free-lance writer, 

Ji ’ ' ; ■* 

The Los Angeles Office La requested to looate MZHI through DICK 
COOMBBS, as aentionsd above, ahd questlofe-h^m^noernlng his knowledge 
of the Son-Partisan Labor Defense or toe applicant’s degree of asso¬ 
ciation with ths ®on-Partissn labor DAfShSof ■ Buded past. 


12JHU7S 

Bureau (125-7248) 
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PERSONAL /HD CONF I DENTIAL 
5Y SPF.CI/L MESSENGER 


Mr* Donald L, Nicholson 
Chief, Division of Security 
Department of State 
E>15? Twenty-second Street, N. W, 
Washington, D. C, 


JAMES HANCOCK ROOTY, aka 
JAMFS RORTY, JAMES H. RORTY 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Low 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OP AMERICA 


Reference is made to my letter of February 21, 1951, 
with enclosures. 

There is transmitted herewith one report reflecting 
the result of additional investigation on the above-named 
individual. 

Report of Special Agent John C, Inkster, dated 

February 24, 1951, at San Francisco, California, 
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Form No. 1 

This CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


FILE NO. 123-1175 
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REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

REPORT MADE BY 




WHICH MADE 




SAN FRANCISCO 

1 2/24/51 

L/4,10,15,20, 



- st 



gg-g4;-31:g/ix;. 

— 



/ . xormer cusxoaian recalled itoora y oocupiea 

■> Vattorney AUSTIN LEWIS, now deceased. LEWIS 

^ described as associated with .American Civil 


BY -f 

f \': f* 

nN 


TITLE 
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6-9,12-17,19/5 


JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, Aka James Rorty, 
James Hi'-Rorty 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law 402; 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Informant advised JAMES RORTY, a newspaper cor¬ 
respondent, resided at 150 Franklin Street in 
1935 and maintained offices at 1200 Washington 
Street. Owners of buildings have no records 
of RORTY and unable to recall. Document ob¬ 
tained at time of applicant’s arrest in 1935 
reflects Non-Partisan Labor Defense located 
439 Mills Building, San Francisco. Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense, 439 Mills Building, San Francisco, 
issued appeal letter, February 1, 1935, endorsed 
by JAMES RORTY. No listing of NPLD or JAMES 
RORTY at Mills Building. One tenant and 
former custodian recalled Room 439 occupied by 


[l > .ft 7 

A" lilt_ 
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described as associated with American Civil 
Liberties Union and TOM MOONEY Defense Com¬ 
mittee. Western Worker article reflects 
NPLD defended individuals charged with isola¬ 
tion of the Criminal Syndicalism Act at 
Sacramento in 1934 and 1935. One J. D. 
OSBORN, former local contact of applicant’s, 
was described by informant'in 1945 As long¬ 
time member of Communist League of America. 
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REFERENCES San Diego letter to New York dated 12/26/50. 

New York Letter to Bureau dated l/5/51. 

Report of SA T7ILLIAM D. WHITNEY at San Francisco, 
dated 12/19/50. 


DETAILS: 

San Francisco T-l, of known reliability, who is familiar 
with some phases of un-American activities in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, advised that one JAMES ROgTY, a newspaper correspondent described 
as 44 years of age in 1935, resided at 150 Franklin Street, Apartment 
205, and maintained an office at 1200 Washington Street. 

HUGH McKEVITT, an attorney in the Russ Building, advised 
that he was formerly the owner of the apartment building at 150 
Franklin Street in 1935. He stated he had no personal contact with 
the tenants and the name JAMES RORTY was unknown to him. He advised 
there were no records available which would reflect the former tenants 
in the building. He was unable to recall the name of the manager of 
the apartment building in 1935# 

ERNST NUSSBAUM, owner and manager of the apartment at 
1200 Washington Street since 1934, advised that this building has 
always been a residence apartment and there have never been any business 
offices located in the building. He reviewed the records for 1935 
and there was no information pertaining to JAMES RORTY or the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense (hereafter referred to as NPLD). Mr. NUSSBAUM 
was unable to recall the applicant personally or the NPLD. 


The San Diego office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
advised that at the time applicant was arrested on February 26, 1935, 
at El Centro, California, he had in his possession several documents, 
one of which bo-re. the letterhead of the "Non-Partisan Labor Defense, 

439 Mills Building, San Francisco, California.” One of the documents 


reflected that JAMES RORTY, 1200 Washington Street, San Francisco, was 
a member of the Executive Board of the NPLD. 


Mr. J. K. CASSAD, building manager of the Mills Building,' 


250 Montgomery Street, advised that from a review of.his tenant records 
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for the year 1935 it was reflected that Room 439 was occupied by an 
attorney, AUSTIN LEWIS. A further examination of his records revealed 
that AUSTIN LEWIS had occupied this office from 1931 to. 1938, Mr. 

CASSAD advised that AUSTIN LEWIS is now deceased. The records failed 
to reveal anjj information pertaining to the Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
or to JAMES ROSTY. It was noted that LOLA KENNEDY was an occupant 
of Room 429, Mills Building, in 1935, 

LOLA KENNEDY, proprietor of the A-l Stenographic Service, 
a long-time tenant in the Mills Building, advised that she recalled 
AUSTIN LEWIS as an attorney who had maintained offices in Room 439 
in the Mills Building, 1935, She recalled that AUSTIN LEWIS was 
formerly associated with the American Civil Liberties Union and was 
active in the defense of TOM MOONEY. She was unable to recall the 
NPLD or JAMES RORTY. 

Mr. CHARLES BERG, 240 Noe Street, a retired custodian 
of the Mills Building, recalled AUSTIN LEWIS as an attorney who 
maintained offices in Room 439 in the Mills Building, prior to his 
death. BERG recalled that AUSTIN LEWIS had been active in the TOM 
MOONEY defense. Mr. BERG was unable to recall the applicant or the 
NPLD organization, 

T-l advised that the Mooney-Billings Committee was organized 
in 1931 to obtain a pardon for THOMAS J. MOONEY and WARREN K. BILLINGS, 
who were convicted for the preparedness day bombing in San Francisco 
on July 22, 1916, T-l advised that all the various committees organized 
in defense of MOONEY and BILLINGS were Communist inspired; however, 
non-Communists and some anti-Communist organizations, publications 
and individuals supported the efforts to secure a pardon for MOONEY 
and BILLINGS on the grounds they were convicted on ''insufficient 
and unreliable evidence." Persons most active in their behalf were 
Communists and the oase was used by the Communists as a rallying point 
during the period MOONEY and BILLINGS were in prison* The Committee 
was disbanded soon after their release from prison. 

The Mooney-Billings Committee was cited as a Communist 
front group on Page 91 of the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities Report, 1943, 


According to the Fourth Report of the Joint Fact Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities in California, 1948, Page 153 
reflectst 
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"The Daily Worker of June 25, 1956, Page 2, lists TQM 
MOONEY as a member of the Honorary Presidium of the Communist Party. 

His case was the center of world-wide Communist agitation. n 

The Daily Worker is an East Coast publication of the 
Communist Party. 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated as a sub¬ 
versive organization by the Attorney General coming within the pur¬ 
view of Executive Order 9835. 

Relative to the Non-Partisan Labor Defense, T-l advised 
that JAMES RORTY was a member of the NFLD in 1935 and T-l recalled 
that the NPLD was active in the trial of eighteen individuals charged 
with violation of the California Criminal Syndicalism Act in Sacramento 
in 1934 and 1935. T-l stated that he was not personally acquainted 
with JAMES RORTY, nor could he provide any information relative to 
the degree of association of RORTY with the NPLD. T-l declined to 
give a signed statement or to appear before a loyalty hearing board* 

T-l advised that the Criminal Syndicalism Act,whioh later 
became a law in the State of California,was aimed primarily to thwart 
the revolutionary tactics of the INTERNATIONAL WORKERS OF TEE WORLD* 
which organization appears on the list named by the Attorney General 
as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835. T-l further ad¬ 
vised that the act made it unlawful for any person or group of persons, 

by use of force or violence, or any ether illegal means, to bring 

about or effect the change in industrial ownership or control, or to 
effect any political change by such means. 

Relative to the Non-Partisan Labor Defense, an article 
appeared in the Western Worker issue of January 24, 1935, entitled, 
'’Bail'' and is quoted in part as follows: 

"The warning published in two recent issues of the Western 
(apparent ommission) against racketeers, who represent themselves as 
agents of the Sacramento defendents seeking to collect contributions 
and bail funds, in no way was meant to reflect on the American Civil 

Liberties Union or the Non-Partisan Labor Defense League. 

"The Non-Partisan Labor Defense is defending NORMAN MINI 
who has affiliated himself with the Workers Party. 


SF 12301173 


"The International Labor Defense is defending all the 
other seventeen workers involved in the Sacramento Criminal Syndicalism 
Case. 

"Each organization is conducting an independent fund rais¬ 
ing campaign. An agreement has been reached between the two organiza¬ 
tions providing for cooperati on in the courtroom by elimination of all 
controversial issues* 

"Outside the courtroom both organizations participate in 
the Broad United Front Movement in defense of the Sacramento eighteen 
and for repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Law,” 


The Workers Party and the International Labor Defense 
have been cited by the Attorney General as organizations coming within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


MINI, referred to above, was con- 


T-l advised that KOHMaJ^Ti 
victed of conspiracy to commit criminal syndicalism on April 10, 1935 
at Sacramento and was sentenced to serve from one to fourteen years 
in prison. 


A check of the San Francisco telephone directory for 
1935, the Polk City Directories of San Franoisco for the years 1930 
to 1936, and the San Francisco Voter's Registration Bureau for the 
years 1932 to present, failed to reflect any listing for JAMES RORTY. 

Another document obtained at the time of applicant's ar¬ 
rest in 1935, under the letterhead of "Communist League of America, 

144 Second Avenue, New York, New York", dated September 21, 1934, is 
addressed to JAMES RORTY, Westport, Connecticut, This document contains 
a list of contacts of the Communist League ofAmerica throughout the 
country. On this list appears the name J. DA OS BOR , 150 Franklin Street, 
San Francisco. 

r 

The records of the San Francisco Vp tqy "s Registration 
reflect an affidavit of registration of JAMES dV'OSBORN dated September 24 
1934. This reflected that he resided at 150 Frankliii Street, Apartment 
205, San Francisoo. His occupation was listed as bridgeman and his 
birthplace as Missouri. This affidavit reflected his intention to 
affiliate with one of the minor political parties. A subsequent af¬ 
fidavit of registration dated January 16, 1937, reflected that JAMES 
D. OSBORN of 1718 Yosemite Avenue, born in Missouri, employed as a 



bridgeman, registered his intention to affiliate with one of the minor 
political parties. 


MES/0S3( 

l _ • . 


San Francisco T-2, of known reliability, advised that 
JAME^OS30RN, 1718 Yosemite Avenue, attended the annual May Day 
celebration sponsored by the Socialists Workers Party held at the 
Socialist workers Party headquarters, 1739 Fillmore Street, 4th Floor, 
San Francisco, on May 1, 1945. JAMES OSBORN was introduced by the 
master of ceremonies and described as, "A comradd who is locally a 
member of the Communist League of America , who joined the Party in 
1933 and who is, from the point - of view of membership, the oldest 
member of the Sen Francisco branch." 


A report by the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities, 
75th Congress, Third Session, on House Resolution Number 282, Page 327, 
reflects that the Communist League of America is the American Section 
of the Fourth International set up by LEON BRONSTEIN(alias TROTSKY) Group 
of the Communist Party in Geneva, June 10, 1934. 

The Socialist Workers Party has been cited by the Attorney 
General as an organization coming within the purview of Executive 
Order 9835. 


-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 
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Sfip* Donald L« Nicholson 
Chief* Division of Security 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


IForm No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 


FILE NO. IBS—1173 


DATE WHEN MADE 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


SAL FRANCISCO 


3/7/51 3/3,4,6/La LSOIT F. SCH./ARIZ jb 


Jhl FS H4K00CK FORTY, aka Jan®a Forty, 

jcrioj h ( Forty 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL Hi 'RIRY-STAO D3ir'I» 
public Law 402; 30th Congress 
VUJ.US UF Arnii-dOA 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

?. : r l " /ITORI'AIT mm, 2218 D Bancroft Lay, Berkeley, California, 

V- ■' . .. v / furnished signed statement describing applicant as 

' 7 . active in -Ton-Partisan Labor Defense, 1935. Organization 

... ..__ described by I3IKI as formed with the assistance of the 

] . i I V T . ‘ s. workers party to assist in TTTNI’s defense. MINI fee. ! s 

", . < sure that applicant was nev^r a Communist Party 1 .ember 

' or a member of any Trotskyite group. 

RUC PXF* I.SC’D — 

_ HEP’7 '-—r-, 

EKF3R31ICB: Report of S/ J at San Francisco 

Los Angeles teletype to Sen Francisco 2/27/51. 


D-TAILS! 


statement: 


The following investigation weis conducted at Berkeley, California: 
1TQRMA1T Mill, 22It D Bancroft Lay, furnished the following signed 


I, ITOPAIAIF I.1INI, make the following statement to ISDN «•. RfEAARTZ 
»1H0 has identified himself as a Special Agent of the Federal .Bureau of 
Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice. I am vailing to appear bex'ore 8 . 

I-oy.sllv/ Vier-rTn- Board 5,i reoec.sPTy* 

I joined the CorrxiunistJParty in December 1932. In late 1954, 
while being tried at Sacramento, California, with seventeen other individuals 
on a charge of conspiracy to commit Criminal Syndicalism, I joined the Workers 
Party^and. was thereupon expelled from the Communist Party for Trotskyite 
sympathies. 
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I met JAT1S FORTY in San Francisco, California., in early 1935 
while I was out of jail on ba.il* He was taking part in the formation of the 
iTon-Partisan Labor Defense which was an organization which had the support 
of the workers Party and which was assisting in my defense because of my 
affiliation with the Nojrkers Party* I understand the Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
was formed by Hk- pp -RKT^30TQ.. : of Hew York City who I know was a member of the 
Horners. J?artyy until about 1936 or 1937* Also active in my defense was the 
late AUSTIN LT,<TS whom I knew as a prominent Socialist attorney who was 
affiliated with the American Civil Liberties Union. It is my recollection 
that L'lNTG and R&.TY associated with each other in forming the Uon- r artisan 
Labor Defense in San Frencisco. However, I am sure that neither L3.7IS nor 
F.CPTY wore at that t^me members of the workers Party or the Communist Party 
of any other Trotskyite or Stalinist group. Although I did not know RCfiTY 
very well, it is my recollection that he was the type of individual whose 
name appeared in the publications of various Communist front groups whose 
names I can not recall, hut who was never a revolutionist to my knowledge. 

FORTY left the San Francisco area during my trial in about liar eh 
1935 and 1 have not seen him since that tine. I do not believe that he 
became affiliated with any Communist organization, either Stalinist or 
Trotskyite, inasmuch as I saw writings of SOFTY appearing in the "Hew Leader" 
which was a publication which printed the writings of individuals who were 
neither Stalinists nor Trotskyites and which was often criticized by the 
Communist Party and Trotskyite groups. 

I have read the above statement of approximately one and one- 
half pages and it is true to the best of my knowledge. 


noRYjfii am 


Witnessed,: 


I30H F. SCHA1RTZ 
SA FBI, San Francisco, 


3/o/51. 
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Assistant Attorney General March 21, 1951 

Janos M, Kclnerney tTOir ’ I'CLirrLf L 

director, FBI BY SPECIAL MFBSJliuLE 

(} Attention: Mr. Archie D* Simoson 

J”"TTS HAHCGCK FORTY Records Administrative Branch 

3PFCTAL X% ‘DTRY - S7M7 FTP/ RF T. JIT 

Public Law h.02, 0th Congress ,/ j 

VGicr cr n f r?jx\h 1 / 

LOYALTY O'* GOVVRbYr'fiY LPL r *YTFS 

For your information end. in order that consideration 
aight bo given as to whether any Federal laws have been violated, 
there are transmitted herewith photost, 4 'tic copies of the below 
listed report 3 , reflecting the results of nn applicant type 
investigation conducted by this Bureau on the abovo-ceptioned 
individual. 

Report of Special /.gent John B, Rjorklund, Jr«, 
dated February 6, 1951* at Hew York, Hew York. 


Report of Special Agent 


dated 


December 20, 1950, at Boston, Massachusetts. 

Reoort of Special Agent Leon F. Schwartz, dated 
March 7, 1951* at San Francisco, California, 

Reoort of Special Agent Charles E, Kleinkauf, 
dated January 2, 1951# at u'ew./rfc. New Jersey, 

Report of Special Agent Elam G, Hedges, dated 
February 15, 1951# at Fashing ton, D» C, 


b6 

b7C 


Report of Special Agent 
Jrnuary 17, 1951# at Miehi, Florida, 


dat: d 


Reoort of Special Agent Million D, Whitney, 
dated December 19, 1950, au San Francisco, 
California, 


(JJ 


Resort of Special Agent in Charge G, B, Norris, dated 
December 22, 1950, at Chicago, Illinois. 


Reoort of Special Agent 
December 28, 1950, at C luea’ o, Illinois. 




dated 


Resort of Special Agent John Fv Tabdt, dated 
December ?2, 1950, at Knoxville, Tennessee, 
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Assistant Attorney General 


Reoort of Special Apent Richard J. Doyle, dr ted 
Decc ber 26, 1950, et San Diepo, California, 

Report of So* dal Apert Jo es b. femenfc, doted 
January 9, 1051, ot He.; Haven, Connecticut, 


Eeoort of Soecinl /pent |_ 

February .?!;, 19p, rfc Son Francisco, Co 


dated 

Lt’ornic 


b6 

b7C 


Photos to tic copies of these reports have been for.xnrd.ed 
bo the (Irdfced States Civil Service Co mission under the provisions 
of Executive Order 9235* 
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BY fa Cl ’ L KLS 


->■ i., in 


Mr. Janes E, ilcuchcr 
Chief, Investigations M.vision 
0, S. Civil Service Co:misuion 
Uahhln pfcon 2p, I», C. 
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Trans \iit ted herewith for consideration under Executive 
Order 9£‘>> «re four Photostatle conies of each o** the below 
listed i-e xorte reflectin': the rosul ;a of Invest!-••chion 
conducted by this Bureau in dischfrring its responsibilities 
under the orovia Ions of Fublie L'o; l±0? 9 of the '9 th Con ress. 

It will be ao.'d that these report a necessarily contain 
infomrtlori concerning: character end reputation, a typo of 
ij'formation not ordinarily included in reports of 
investirg lion conducted pursuant to F:c. cutivc Order 9o35« 

Ifo addition'll investigation will be conducted under the 

Loy&l by ?ro-‘*ran unless specifically reou ated* 
cp 

Reoortfof Spocinl Agent John £., L jorklund, Jr., 

■; t-%' 
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6, 1951# at Feu York, ..ea York. 

dated 




t’c ‘of t of Special Anient _ 
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March 7# 1951* at San Francireo, CalIfornin. 

Report of Special Agent Charles I. Elainkauf, 
•dated January 2, 1951* at Fewer:, Roar Jersey* 

Report of Special Agent Hiram 6, Hodges, dated 
February 15, 1951, at ”rshin**ton, f'. C. 


Ren or t of Spec til Agent 
January 17, 1951, at hi! - Florid 


dated 


U - ©pw: 


, Tf/ Vt 
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Mr# Ja; v :e3 E. Hatcher 


Report of Special Apent Eillirn D. !~hltney, 
dated T 'oce ter 19# 19 50, at San Tra-'-clsco, 

California. 

Reoort of Soecial Ajrent in Cherpe G, R. uorris# dated 
Pcee-vher P 2, 1950, at St. Louis# Missouri. 

Report of Special 1 treat I 

dated Peee ;ber 20, 1990, at Chicrro# Illinois. 

Report of Special .Apent John U. toedt, daocd 
Pecenter ?2, 1990, at Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Reoort of Soeclal Apent Richard J, Eoyle, d? t> d 
Pecenber ?6, 1950, at Sen Blepo, Calif ora ic * 

Reoort of Special Apent | |# dated 

January 9, 1951* at her Haven, Connecticut. 
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Reoort of S iccial Apcnt 
February £i, 1951# at S* 


I duted 
nmfornlu • 


Pleooc advise this Bureau of the ultimate disposition 
which, is • *•: de of this case. 












Assistant /Horsey General 
Jason \U 1* cinerary 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DEUIVEB F5S.OM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASS IFICAT ION SUMS 
04-05-2:011 
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Director, FBI _ .•-* • * 

j/rr.’ ri’icaoK t:ohtt 

CPSCI/X HFiiCFJ - :t4TS DrF'AT-lItS. T 
Public Lsrr 1-02, SObh Congress 
VOICS 0? r.CTcA 
tBYftEEX o” 2130 X 035 



Attention} 

*rcliio I*. Si""sort 
F.ecnrAn ’ddLnistr ticn Dre-.e’n 


Reference is 
photoctatic copies of 
captioned applicant. 


redo to ny letter dated Farch 21, l?2l, trans-attiny 
reports of investigation conducted by ibis Bureau repaidlry; 


I or; t^nrisnittinp borerrith ono additional pb otostatic copy of a report 
of Special /pent Dele !!, niestand, dated Becerifcer 12, 19ol, at Newark, Uetr Jersey® 


aol*»cn_ 
v- c’a 
Mctola. 
Beloo r t_ 

Cleg.-_ 

Gl»vir._ 






r 

: :i 




f 


f 













-1*** 


SAC, Newark (i 23 .li 4 . 9 l;) November 23, 1951 

Direotor, PBI^j(123-72i|.8) 

/ JAMES HANCOCK RORTY 

VOA 

Rerep SA Charles £, Kleinkauf dated 1/2/51 at Newark In 
the oaptloned case. There is. transmitted herewith an anonymous 
communication received by the Bureau on ll/lU/51 which reads as 
follows; "James Rorty was a member of the Communist Party," This 
communication was postmarked/at Flatbroolnrille, New Jersey, It is 
desired that you contaot the' postmaster at Flatbrookville, New Jersey 
in an effort to determine the identity of the writer of this communi* 
oation in order that this individual may be interviewed regarding 
the applicant, A report should be submitted under the VOA character 
setting forth the details ; bt the communication and the results of 
investigation, / 
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January l£, 1952 PBESOIftL AND C ONFIDENTIAL 

BT SPECIAL MESSENGER 

Hr, James K# Hatcher ,3 r ~: * 

Chief, Investigations Division 
U. S* Civil Service ^omission 
Washington 25, D, C. 


o 

JAMES HANCOCK RORTY 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law 1*02, SOth Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 


Reference is made to ny letter dated March 23, 1951, trans¬ 
mitting photostatic copies of reports of investigation conducted by this Bureau 
regarding captioned applicant, 

I am transmitting herewith four additional photoatatic copies of 
the report of Special Agent Dale M. Hiestand, dated December 12, 1951, at Newark, 
New Jersey* 
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December 20, 1951 

Mr. Donald L* Nicholson 
Chief, Division of Security 
Department of State 
<15 f«eniy-seermd Street, N. I, 
Washington, D. C. 


PSC0 7AL AND CONFIDE' 
BT fPECTAL \ES5ENCB 1 ? 


JAMES HANCOCK PORT! I 
SPECIAL INOUIFT - STATE DEP/ : 3MEIT 
Public l>m 1*02, Both Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 


Reference is Hade to my previous letters dated February 21, 
1951, March 10, 19<1, and 1'arch 15, 1951, transmitting a total of thirteen 
reports of invest! ntion conducted by this Bureau concerning the above-named 
person. 

Thera is transmitted herewith one additional report of 
investigation pertaining to applicant. 

On September 2h$ 1951, the Loyalty Review Board, tj. r. 

Civil Corvicc Co-mission, furnished a disposition ’'Eligible oi I«oyalty. 5? 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEWARK 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 


TITLE r 

JAMES HANCQCK'RORTY - 
Aka James {Rorty, James H.'Rorty 


REPORT MADE BY 


12-12-51 12-7,10*51 DALE M. HIESTAND 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT 
Public Law 1*02, 80th Congress 
(VOICE OF AMERICA)_ 


synopsis of facts: Information of an anonymous communication set forth. 

Newark Confidential Informants unable to furnish any 
information. 


- F.UC 


REFERENCES* 


DETAILS* 


■ 1 


Report of SA CHARLES E. KLEINKAUF dated 1-2-51 at 
Newark. w IJLAr 

Bulet to Newark dated 11-23-51* ( ^ v 

Miscellaneous , it , 

An anonymous communication postmarked Flatbrookville, 

N. J. and received by the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion, Washington, D. C. on ll-li*-5l contained the fol¬ 
lowing information* "James Rorty was a member of the, ^ 
Communist Party.” 

Confidential Informant Newark 5ML, a representative;.,; 
of another Governmental agency, was contacted in auf *™*'" 
effort to determine the identity of the writer of the 
above communication. She advised that she could 
furnish no information relative to the writer. 

Confidential Informant Newark T-2 and Confidential 
Informant Newark T-3> of known reliability, who have 
in the past furnished much information concerning the 
members of the Communist Party in the State of N. J., 
have furnished no information concerning JAMES RORTY. 
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au (123-721*8) (Enel. 1) 
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Confidential Informants Newark T-U, T-5, and T-6, of known relia¬ 
bility, who are acquainted with many of the members of the Communist Party 
in the State of Mew Jersey, advised that they do not know JAMES RORTY. 

The Communist Party is an organization cited by the Attorney 
General of the U. S. as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835* 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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ABMINISTRAKVE PAGE 


b6 

b7C 


b7D 


b6 

b7C 


Anonymous communication postmarked at Flatbrookville, N* J* > 
received by the Bureau on ll*»ljl**5l which reads as follows: H James Rorty 
was a mentoer of the Communist Party 11 is transmitted herewith* 
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CTANOMO ratal NO. M 

Office Memorandum • united states government, : 


t Mr. Tolson 


Y>' 

DATE: December 1, 
3$54 


from i L. J5, Nichols 


Tolson_i_._ 

Boardman 

mSS^ 

•fi fa r; 

Harbo_ 

Rosen_ 

Tamm_ 

Tracy_ 

Mohr_ 

Winterrowd_ 

Tele. Room_ 


f , Tracy- 

/■f) | / Mohr- 

•object: JAMES HANCOCK hORTY ,( \\MeXotll 

Information Concerning y J^ ij .j i ^j 

r j S'- 

Miss Margie Hines in the office of Jack Martin at the White 
House called. <S7ie indicated that Mr, Martin was interested in one 
James Hancock Rorty, an author, Martin had been advised that Rorty was 
affiliated with the Communist Party factions who were aiding the 
American Civil Liberties Union. At the same time, Rorty was claiming 
that he was a Taft Republican, A number of Ohio people were disturbed 
over the fact that an individual of Rorty’s character and background 
would attempt to align himself with the reputation of the late Senator 
Taft. Miss Hines stated that Martin was anxious to find out what we 
knew about Rorty. 


After checking. Miss Hines was advised on November 84, 1954, 
that we had investigated Rorty in 1950 and 1951 at the request of the 
Voice of America. It was indicated that he was one of the first editors 
of New Masses" in the mid 1980's. It was further indicated that Rorty 
had reportedly supported William Z, Foster, a Communist Party candidate 
in 1938 National election. Miss Hines was also- advised that Rorty 
served in 1938 and 1933 as Secretary of the League of Professional Clubs 
for William Z. Foster and that in 1936 he wrote his book, "Where Life 
Is Better," wherein he stated that he had at various times attempted to 
aid the Communist Party and the Workers Party despite the fact that he dis¬ 
agreed profoundly with their politics and tactics. He stated therein 
that the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the capitalistic culture and 
economy was imminent. Miss Hines was additionally advised that we knew 
of no actual Communist Party membership of Rorty; however, it was felt 
that Mr. Martin might be interested''in the above information. She 
indicated appreciation. 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. 
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